
 

Seattle Promise FAFSA Overview 
Seattle Public Schools is committed to making its online information accessible and 
usable to all people, regardless of ability or technology. Meeting web accessibility 
guidelines and standards is an ongoing process that we are consistently working to 
improve. 

While Seattle Public Schools endeavors to only post documents optimized for 
accessibility, due to the nature and complexity of some documents, an accessible version 
of the document may not be available. In these limited circumstances, the District will 
provide equally effective alternate access.  

For questions and more information about this document, please contact the following: 

Christine Nutters 
Counselor, West Seattle HS 
canutters@seattleschools.org 

This presentation from Seattle Promise provides step by step instructions in completing 
the FAFSA. 

mailto:canutters@seattleschools.org


Financial Aid Overview

The Seattle Promise scholarship provides up to two years or 90 credits of tuition at the Seattle 
Colleges. All SPS Class of 2024 graduates are eligible, regardless of GPA, income or country of birth.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This presentation is intended for Seattle Promise scholars. Other students, please contact the Financial Aid office at the college you are applying to for help with questions you may have about financial aid. 




Required Program Milestones

When? What? How?
Fall 2023/Winter 2024 APPLY • Promise Application – February 16, 2024

• College Application – February 16, 2024
• FAFSA/WASFA – April 30, 2024
• Complete Financial Aid File – August 1, 2024

Spring/Summer 2024 PREPARE • Readiness Academy – May/June 2024
• Summer Bridge – September 2024

Fall 2024 START • Begin Classes as a full-time college student 
(12 credits) –  September 2024



Documents you'll need to complete your FAFSA or WASFA

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Include handout with pictures? Include W2? It's in the handout.
Can we change wording to add. Students can still fill out WASFA even if they do not have SSN? (DR)




FAFSA WASFA

Social Security Card or number 
for student and parent/guardian (if 

you have one)

Permanent Resident card (Green Card) or 
number for student and parent/guardian (if 

you have one)

I-797 form for student 
and parent/guardian (if you have one)

Social Security Card or number 
for student and parent/guardian (if you 

previously had one from DACA)

ID/
Citizenship/ 
Documents 
forms for 
students & 

parents

*NOTE: documentation 
forms/SSNs are 
not required to 
complete the WASFA

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





Tax Forms 
from the Year 

2022

FAFSA AND WASFA

IRS 1040 (or 1040A; 1040EZ) Tax return 
from 2022 for parent/guardians and 

student (if applicable)

W-2 Wage and Tax Statements from 
job(s) (if applicable)

Any other annual financial statements (DSHS, SSI, SSD) that you 
receive in the mail, if applicable.

*NOTE: if you did 
not work or earn 
enough to need to file 
taxes in 2022 you will 
not have an IRS 1040

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Include handout with pictures? Include W2? It's in the handout.
Can we change wording to add. Students can still fill out WASFA even if they do not have SSN? (DR)




You'll Also 
Need:

FAFSA AND WASFA

• A secure place to save information

• Basic Information: email address, mailing address, phone number, date of 

birth, marital status for parent/guardians AND student

• Contact Information

• Financial Information: balance of checking and saving accounts, 

investments, etc.

• Patience and Self Compassion

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Include handout with pictures? Include W2? It's in the handout.
Can we change wording to add. Students can still fill out WASFA even if they do not have SSN? (DR)

Email Address, mailing address, phone number, date of birth, and date of marital status for student and parents/guardians (WASFA students: your parent needs an email address to sign the WASFA. If they do not use email, setting up a free email account with them is an important first step.)

Current balance of checking and savings accounts for student and parents/guardians

Value of investments for students and parents (not counting a house that you own and live in or a small business with fewer than 100 employees).

A secure place to write down or save all student and parent/guardian logins, security questions, and passwords.

Patience and self-compassion. It is best if student and their parent/legal guardian can sit down together for about an hour to complete the FAFSA or WASFA. There are no dumb questions about the FAFSA or WASFA.





Why do Seattle 
Promise 
students 

complete the 
FAFSA or 
WASFA?

Grants and 
Scholarships

Loans

Money You Have to Pay 
Back With Interest**

Free Money You Never 
Have to Pay Back

Seattle Promise

Apply for the FAFSA or WASFA to 
qualify for...

**these are optional!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
-Financial aid is unique to everyone
-WA State one of the top in the nation for FA $ left on the table 
-Maximize the amount of State and Federal grants and scholarships students qualify for based on income
-Last-dollar scholarship





Not sure if you should complete the FAFSA or the WASFA? Visit https://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa and click 
“New User” to complete the eligibility quiz. 

FAFSA or WASFA? Take the quiz!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can take a quiz on the WASFA website. To get started visit https://readysetgrad.wa.gov/WASFAelig 

https://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa
https://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa


OR

Quiz Results

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Answer all the questions accurately. Once you’ve completed the quiz you’ll see one of these three screens and can click to be redirected to the correct application for you. 
FAFSA Eligible – You can complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
WASFA Eligible – You can complete Washington Application for State Aid
Other Resources – You can access funding options outside of the WASFA/FAFSA. Seattle Promise is one of those options. 



Common FAFSA/WASFA Mistakes

Legal information: 
Name, Social 

Security Number

Correct FAFSA 
Year: 24-25

Correct tax year: 
2022

Student 
Dependency 

status

Student 
Household size

Student vs. 
Parent Tax 

Information

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are places where students and families often make mistakes on the FAFSA. These are some things I suggest double checking when you’re working with students and families on the FAFSA. First, make sure that the name the student puts on the FAFSA matches the legal name on that student’s social security card or alien registration number. This is particularly important when the student or parent applies for a PIN. The name the student uses to apply for a PIN absolutely must match the student’s name on the SSN. 

Also, make sure the income information is as accurate an estimate as possible. Where I would often see mistakes with income and tax information has to do with the student or parent mistakenly listing their Adjusted Gross Income as equal to the amount of taxes paid for the last year. The FAFSA will flag this mistake and have the filer go back and correct it. Make sure you watch for it. 

If the student is filing as independent, we’ll need supporting documentation. Filing your own taxes doesn’t necessarily make you independent by FAFSA definitions. 

Household size – make sure that the correct number of people who live in the home are listed. 

Student vs. Parent Tax Information – make sure you’re paying close attention to when the FAFSA is asking for student information or parent information. 

If you have questions about any of these items or other things we talk about, reach out!



Who Is My 
'Parent'?

Married Remarried
Single or 
Widowed

Unmarried, Separated, or 
Divorced but Living 

Together

Divorced or Separated 
and not Living 

Together

Both parents
The parent (and 

stepparent) you live 
with most

The single or 
surviving parent

Both parents
The parent you live with 

most

Questions are built in to the 
FAFSA application to help you 

know whose info to include.

If a student lives with 
someone other than 
their parent in an 

informal arrangement 
(for example, if you live 
with your aunt but she is 

not legally your 
guardian) they still 

need to include parent 
info. Check with your 
Outreach Specialist if 
you need some help!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FAFSA information is based on a 'household'. The FAFSA application includes language about students' 'parent', but this isn't always the relationship of the guardian. This chart shows some of the different configuration of whose information needs to be input in the FAFSA.



Student Dependency/Household Size
The 'Dependency' Tab in the FAFSA will split students into two groups of aid eligibility based on the ways they 
answer these questions—Dependent and Independent.

Dependent Independent

Under age 24
Unaccompanied student/McKinney Vento 
status at high school / homeless unable to 

contact parents

$ support from parents/guardians or claimed 
as a dependent on taxes*

Extended Foster Care/aging out

Student is not married
Student is married (spouse financial info 

included)

Student does not have child(ren) of their own
Student has children of their own that they 

provide more than 51% financial support of
*this is commonly the case, but not a deciding factor.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Most commonly, Seattle Promise scholars are considered 'Dependent' students by the FAFSA, even if they are 18 r older. These are some of the ways FAFSA differentiates 'independent' and 'dependent' students—it is not just if you are an adult, have a job, or live out of the home, it is if you are officially financially independent.




Steps to 
Complete 

the 
FAFSA:

5. Student and parent/guardian both sign the FAFSA using their 
FSAID and click SUBMIT.

1. Student creates an FSAID and 
password

2. Parent/legal guardian creates an FSAID and 
password

3. Student logs in to the FAFSA with their FSAID & password, 
completes the student section and invites parent

4. Parent/legal guardian will get invite through email, login 
with their FSAID, & complete parent section

*if the parent 
does not have 
a SSN, they 
can still create 
an FSAID

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
-Financial aid is unique to everyone
-WA State one of the top in the nation for FA $ left on the table 
-Maximize the amount of State and Federal grants and scholarships students qualify for based on income
-Last-dollar scholarship





Steps to 
Complete 

the 
WASFA:

5. Parent/legal guardian checks their email within 72 hours to 
complete the e-signature.

1. Student logs into the WASFA using their email 
address and creates a password

2. Student adds their relevant documentation and 
residency info*

3. Student adds all of the info they know, parent/legal guardian adds 
their 2022 financial information

4. Student e-signs the WASFA and generates an e-signature invitation for 
the parent/legal guardian.*students and their 

parents/guardians do 
not need US Citizenship 
to qualify for state aid. 
If you don't have a 
DACA, ITIN, or SSN, 
leave it blank. Students 
DO need to qualify for 
WA State Residency to 
complete the WASFA.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
-Financial aid is unique to everyone
-WA State one of the top in the nation for FA $ left on the table 
-Maximize the amount of State and Federal grants and scholarships students qualify for based on income
-Last-dollar scholarship





Deadline April 30th

Submit your FAFSA or WASFA

Include at least one of the Seattle Colleges on your FAFSA or WASFA

or

wsac.wa.gov/WASFAhttps://studentaid.gov/

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa
https://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa
https://wsac.wa.gov/wasfa
https://studentaid.gov/


After FAFSA/WASFA Submission

• FAFSA/WASFA application and all other required documents are reviewed for 
conflicting information, accuracy, and completion by the Financial Aid Office at 
the college you plan on attending

• Email communications will be sent regarding required documents
• Check with the Financial Aid Office regarding application status
• You will receive a letter of ineligibility OR an award notification

 - Contact the Financial Aid Office if you have questions about your award
• Read the Conditions of Award and Satisfactory Academic Progress Policy
• If you need to update your FAFSA/WASFA or make a correction on it, make 

sure you complete the signature process for student and parent a second 
time and click SUBMIT. Your colleges will not see updated information if this 
doesn't happen!



Full Financial Aid Process
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