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Deepening educator and system practices for student and family voice:

Insights from AAMA’s Early Literacy Collaborative

The student, family and educator co-design processes outlined in this brief are from the Early Literacy 

Collaborative (ELC) by Seattle Public Schools (SPS) Office of African American Achievement (AAMA). 

AAMA’s ELC focused on two SPS elementary schools and set out to center justice-focused approaches 

in identity-affirming, culturally-aligned learning environments, as defined by Black students and 

families. This work is grounded in a community call to leverage family and community assets, increase 

culturally responsive instruction, and build parent power (Our Voice Our Vision, Cooley, et al., 2021).

This brief serves as a process manual for educators committed to cycles of inquiry and impact with 

students, families, and communities. It offers a high-level template for engaging with students and/or 

families to improve instructional practice and relationships, grounded in their experiential knowledge, 

and is one of many AAMA engagement efforts. While this yearlong effort included design phases and 

iteration, this brief offers suggestions for engaging with your own school communities.

Dr. Mia Williams

Assistant Superintendent, Office of African American Male Achievement

mparker@seattleschools.org
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https://www.seattleschools.org/about/official-notices/protection-of-pupil-rights-amendment/
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https://www.seattleschools.org/about/strategic-plan/instruction-and-learning-experiences/third-grade-reading/
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