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LEADERSHIP

Welcome to spring! It seems we're finally through
S E AT T LE the worst of the cold winter (I hope!) and on to
warmer days of daffodils, blooming trees, and more
daylight. The promise of spring is what always gets
P l l B L I C me through the darker, colder days of February
when I've had about all the barren gray I can take.
SC O O S Spring reminds me of the old saying, attributed to
H L John Milton, that every cloud has a silver lining.
And that’s what I'd like to talk about in this month’s
column. What I know for sure is that every experi-
ence, no matter how disastrous or painful, will eventually yield something of great value, if only

we choose to stay open to the gift. And already, I'm seeing gifts from the district’s decision to
cut 24 of our secondary librarian positions to .5 FTE.

In the last week, I've had two of my colleagues here at the JSCEE share with me enthusiastic
stories of two of our secondary librarians. In one instance, another program manager was visit-
ing Garfield High School, when a teacher started telling her what a valuable resource their li-
brarian, Tyson Manzin, is to them. She talked about how Tyson does so much not just for stu-
dents, but for teachers as well. I was told that Tyson is the “glue” that holds the school together.
This conversation happened because the teacher was distressed that Tyson’s position is one
that is to be cut back. I don’t know the final decision at Garfield yet, but stories like this encour-
age me to hope Tyson’s faculty will find the money to keep him 1.0. Bravo, Tyson!

The other story came to me from one of our administrative assistants here. She told me how a
friend of hers, who has a student at Madison Middle School, was telling her how much her
daughter loves the library, and the librarian, at Madison. She shared that her daughter is always
coming home with great books and special projects recommended to her by Stacia Bell. This
mother said that the library at Madison is where her child feels welcome and safe and happy.
This mother highly values the work Stacia does and spontaneously shared that with a friend.
Great job, Stacia!

The final silver lining is that I'm starting to hear more reports of principals and school faculty
finding creative and innovative ways to keep their librarians more than .5 FTE. I've even heard
from some elementary librarians that their colleagues banded together and came up with ways
to keep them full-time, even though funding was slashed. Teachers value what you do; princi-
pals are seeing the light and sharing creative solutions with one another; parents are calling
Board members and advocating on your behalf. These stories make my day.

This is a painful and scary time for many of you as you face an uncertain fu-
ture with your jobs. I don’t want to minimize the seriousness of these im-
pending cuts. I do want to celebrate the fact that people are coming to me
and telling me these uplifting stories now when they weren’t before. It’s only
because your fellow teachers, your administrators, and community members
are aware that you might not be there for them next year that they’re waking
up and paying attention and advocating for you now. What a great gift. Keep
doing what you’re doing every day for students, parents, administrators, and
teachers. Whether others consciously see it or not, each one of you is truly the
“glue” that’s holding your building together. It’s an honor and privilege for me to call you my
colleagues.— Marian Royal

o

-

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Leadership ......ccccueuvnne. 1
SPS Library Spotlight ...2
Makerspace Ideas......... 3

Collaboration ................ 3
Makerspace ........coceeeenne 3
EqQUity cooceeeveeeeeniienieneen. 4
Best Books..........ccuue.e.e. 4
Student Voice ................ 5

Professional Growth .....5

Tech Tips .coveoveveenenvennenne. 6
AdVOCACY ..coveeverereienenne 6
SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST

» Makerspace Robotics
with Quinn Longhurst on

page 3

« Project Lit with Rebecca
Wynkoop on page 4



“With purpose and dedica-
tion, Mr. Kemp passion-
ately shares his love of learn-
ing through literature with
students. His intentionality
in ensuring that ALL of our
students feel not only wel-
come, but can see them-
selves represented in the
books on our library shelves,
is evident. Mr. Kemp serves
our school in many capaci-
ties, whether it is leading a
board game club or teaching
technology skills. He is quick
to lend a helping hand at
afterschool events and is an
important presence in our
Kimball community. “

-Tiffany Acker
Mom of three current Kim-

ball ES kids

“We are very fortunate at
Kimball to have long-time
librarian Carter Kemp. He
routinely goes above and
beyond for our students, in-
cluding Global Reading
Challenge and board game
clubs, among other pro-
gram. And like any good
librarian, every time we talk,
he has a new book recom-
mendation for me! I'm

so happy he is being honored
for his

work. Congratulations!"

-Melissa Gray

Principal
Kimball Elementary

“Carter is endlessly enthusi-
astic about reading. I love
asking him for recommenda-
tions for our evening read-
ings, I always get something
new that fits beautifully with
my daughter's interests. “

-Alaron Lewis, parent
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ES/K8 LIBRARIAN SPOTLIGHT

CARTER KEMP

Carter Kemp’s passion for serving students at Kimball Elementary School is evident in
everything he does! He is especially proud of Kimball’s Book A Day program, which sends
a new book home with every Kindergartener every day for the first 3 months of school. Stu-
dents and parents tell him they read together more than ever and love having books they
never would have discovered on their own! They depend on parent volunteers who organ-
ize the books each morning; they couldn’t do this without them. While running Book A Day
isn’t a small commitment, he believes it pays great dividends in their students’ emerging
literacy. He has presented about this unique program at statewide conferences and has a
full packet of materials ready for any librarians who’d like to replicate it in their own
schools.

He’s also a member of Washington State’s Sasquatch Award Committee, which every year
selects chapter books for middle-grade readers to read and vote on. He usually reads over
100 novels preparing for their meeting, where they debate and argue and wheedle as they
get the list down to twelve- it’s a blast! He is also the founder and former member of the
Towner Award Committee, which selects great non-Fiction books for elementary age kids.

In Carter’s own words, “I love helping students and parents find the exact right book! I love
the reading I do for my job- we're truly living in a golden age of children’s literature, with
soul-stirring work coming across my desk every week is an inspiration. I especially want to
call out my colleagues who make time to read the books the kids are reading- it makes an
enormous difference. “ Thank you Carter for your passion and dedication!

MS/HS LIBRARIAN SPOTLIGHT

LAURIE AMSTER-BURTON

Laurie Amster Burton makes everyone at Jane Addams Middle School
(JAMS) feel wanted and is a champion for student voice. B"

She thinks the best part of being a middle school librari-
an is working with students, who make her laugh every
day (and sometimes show her pictures of their cats).

She is incredibly glad that students know she really
wants to hear about their interests and will purchase
books for the library based on what THEY want. She
first learned about Lumberjanes and Minecraft from
students; more recently, students have introduced her to
the animated series Gravity Falls and Winx Club. These
all have associated books and students are SO excited
when she adds their recommendations to the library.

JAMS relies entirely on the Jane Addams Middle School PTSA for the mon-
ey to buy new books that students request. Not every school has that re-
source and Laurie and others firmly believe we need to change funding so
that students in EVERY school can see their recommendations become part
of the school library!

“OH! Thank you, thank you, THANK YOU!” said a student who had re-
quested Winx Club manga. This is the refrain heard time and time again
from students as they leave the library. Thank you Laurie for supporting
students and putting their interests first!



MAKERSPACE AND ROBOTICS — QUINN LONGHURST

Franklin High School’s
robotics team is partner- M F’RST
ing with two Title 1 ele-

;nente.u'y schoo.ls, Sanislo WAs" ’ N GTON

“The sport of science, technology and teamwork.”
Elementary and Lowell 4 &

Elementary to bring

F.I.R.S.T. LEGO League Robotics to their students. Amazon will be awarding these
schools a $10,000 grant to assist with the implementation of the program and
Franklin’s robotics members will be helping mentor these new teams.

For more information:
F.I.R.S.T.

Washington state chapter of F.I.R.S.T.

F.I.R.S.T. Lego League
F.I.R.S.T. Tech Challenge

MAKERSPACE AND BUTTERFLIES— ELLIE RATLIFF

Thanks to the generosity of supporters on DonorsChoose.org*, our school library re-
ceived a butterfly growing kit and wire sculpture materials to explore and celebrate
the life cycle of the Painted Lady butterfly.

After the arrival of our six Painted Lady caterpillars, the kinder-
garten through third graders learned about the life cycle of the
butterfly while they read Eric Carle's The Very Hungry Caterpil-
lar. Over the next couple weeks, the caterpillars grew to almost 2
inches long and successfully formed their chrysalides. While the N
chrysalides worked on their metamorphosis, the kindergarten through third graders
diligently created wire butterfly sculptures to contribute to the 'butterfly habitat' in
our school library. Fourth through eighth grade volunteers assisted the younger stu-
dents with their sculptures.

The butterflies emerged late November and, after the students said their goodbyes,
the butterflies were released into the lush, temperate, and spacious Tropical Butterfly
House at the Pacific Science Center. 1

LIBRARY SNAPSHOT DAY!

This April, take a snapshot of a "day in the life of our library" by choosing one
day between April 7 and 20 to both record and celebrate a "typical day of a
school library." There are loads of ways to do this— https://www.wla.org/library-
snapshot-day-2018 has examples from last year and the ALA resource

page http://www.ala.org/advocacyv/snapshotday has more.

Sharing out via Twitter, Tumbler, Snapchat, etc include #LibrarySnapshot and
#SPSLibrarians, @ WALibAssn in addition to your school and
@SeaPublicSchools to ensure the world knows just how busy, effective and equi-
table our school libraries are in delivering service to students in our schools.

MAKERSPACE

MAKERSPACE

COLLABORATION

PACSCI Daniel Rother
has started a Seattle Mak-
er Educator Meetup and
wants all educators to be
part of the Makerspace
movement. Email him to
find out about the next
meet-up on April 23rd.

Tools to Help Stu-
dents Follow Their
Passions

by Jennifer Gonzalez



mailto:Drother@pacsci.org
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/passion-tech-tools/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/passion-tech-tools/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/passion-tech-tools/
https://www.firstinspires.org/
https://www.firstinspires.org/
http://www.firstwa.org/
https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/fll
https://www.firstinspires.org/robotics/ftc
https://www.wla.org/library-snapshot-day-2018
https://www.wla.org/library-snapshot-day-2018
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/snapshotday

EQUITY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE- MEGAN DEMATTEO

If you want to guide your students through conversations about inclusion, di-
versity, and equity, it’s important to both teach the history and build upon the
21 work of the countless people who contributed to social justice movements

BOOKS throughout the years. Our country’s history is rich with resistance, organizing,
YO SHELLD and civil rights campaigning. Below are resources for teaching about inclusion,

SLL b diversity, and equity in your library and classrooms.

MUSLIM
VOICES

21 Free Resources for Teaching Social Justice in the Classroom
21 Books You Should Add
to Your Library that Share

Muslim Voices ZI SOCIAI- JUSTICE
Everyone is RESOURCES FOR TEACHERS

WHITE invited to join
F‘.RN,‘AII[\;"L]';TF:{ our SPS Li-
e -1 brary Equity
NG Book Club
s e on Schoology
and Teams.

The third book being read
is White Fragility by Rob-

in DiAngelo.
Please reach out to Liz
= rojec 00. u = .
Ebersole or TuesD Cham Project LIT Book Club 2017-18 & 2018-19
. ) ; ; T e =
bers if you are interested ; - S & : Wi
in participating. SRl v oy
educators of ;‘_ts
ewrite the narrative
Which books are
e
%b?ndv:":ov:t :ﬁ\g’“‘d“ """
Department of Racial Communtiies and (et S ~ -

Equity Professional
Development Train-

;rsesnow available now on The Project Lit Community has a few core principles that really are

foundational for me as a librarian. Started by a couple of teachers in
Tennessee, the grassroots movement works to "amplify

Department “Ww \ the voices and stories of students and educators of col-

Professional | or." As we work to ensure that our libraries and collec-
,,Pe"ﬂmt Trainings ‘ tions are not only diverse but representative of the com-
@ | munities we serve, the @projectLITcomm lists are a

/- 7 great place to check myself as an educator and evaluate
e nae AR acra vt my collection. Project LIT champions books that "reflect
T E&}Z&%E;m the lived realities, communities and identities of my stu-
Eé%; et dents." Their mission is to empower readers and lead-

ers. We provide multiple copies (up to 20) of each book, we hold pro-
ject LIT lunches every 2 weeks in the Spring and we buy copies of new
book titles and promote them during our summer hours to get things
going. At this moment, almost all of our Project LIT books are in the
4 hands of our #ravensreaders!

To learn more about becoming a Project Lit chapter reach
out to Rebecca!


https://mrsmainero.com/21-books-you-should-add-to-your-library-that-share-muslim-voices/
https://mrsmainero.com/21-books-you-should-add-to-your-library-that-share-muslim-voices/
https://mrsmainero.com/21-books-you-should-add-to-your-library-that-share-muslim-voices/
https://twitter.com/ProjectLITComm
https://www.weareteachers.com/social-justice-lesson-plans-resources/?utm_content=1553101321&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook

BEST BOOKS

Build Your Stack because represen-

tation matters. For young girls to
shape what they imagine possible for
themselves, women’s voices need to
be honored in STEAM and we need
to build our stacks in our libraries
and classrooms. Click the link to
learn more.

The @SPLBuzz 2019 #GlobalRead-
ingChallenge concluded with the citywide
finale. Congratulations to the winners at Bry-
ant Elementary, but more importantly, to the
4,300 kids among about 700 teams who
picked up new, diverse books and joined the
challenge!

“Honestly, I love just about every part of being a school librarian. I get to know every child in the school as well as
many of the parents when they come to check out books or get recommendations for read-alouds.”—Carter Kemp

Transforming
Student Learn-
ing with
EdTech Stand-
ards -Learn
more about trans-
forming learning
with intentional

use of technology: 'nroll

March 30, 2019 —JSCEE

April 17-20,

2019-OLA-WILA
/\ Conference Join
oy librarians across
,”HL‘GE‘TQE!‘LN, two states as the
e conference will
bring together the

Oregon Library Association
(OLA) and Washington Library
Association (WLA) for four days
packed full of professional devel-
opment opportunities in Vancou-
ver, WA.

BUILD™
YOUR

May 3rd and
4th 2019
Yall West is an
YALLWEST author and teen
run young adult
and middle grade book festi-
val and nonprofit, with the goal of
getting books in the hands of
those in need and saying the
words to get them to open them.
Conference is free except for a few
special sessions.

June 23rd-
m 26th 2019
eV £ B, a passionate
community
of global educators who believe in
the power of technology to trans-
form teaching and learning, accel-
erate innovation, and solve tough
problems in education . The
ISTE conference will be held in
Philadelphia this year.



http://www2.ncte.org/blog/2019/03/build-stack-spark-curiosity-steam/
http://www.k12.wa.us/EdTech/Standards/
http://www.k12.wa.us/EdTech/Standards/
https://www.pdenroller.org/ospi/Catalog/Event/84289
https://www.pdenroller.org/ospi/Catalog/Event/84289
https://www.wla.org/2019-ola-wla-conference-home
https://www.wla.org/2019-ola-wla-conference-home
https://www.yallwest.com/educators
https://conference.iste.org/2019/
https://twitter.com/SPLBuzz
https://twitter.com/hashtag/GlobalReadingChallenge?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/GlobalReadingChallenge?src=hash

SUMMER LIBRARY
HOURS

Are you interested in
opening your library for
the summer?

Have you talked to your
feeder schools to find out
their plans?

Have you decided on your
summer reading expecta-
tions?

To find out more reach
out to Rebecca Wynkoop
or TuesD Chambers
about their
plans for their
libraries this
summer!

Amplifying Library
Programs
Have you asked your
parents, students, staff,
and community
members to attend a
school board meeting?

Meetings occur every
two weeks and sign-ups
occur Monday mornings

at 8 am.

Support and advocacy
for library programs is
always appreciated!

Please learn more here!

This month Madison
Middle School students
spoke about the
importance of libraries.

TECHNOLOGY

Padlet is an application to create an online bulletin board
that you can use to display information for any topic.
Easily create an account and build a new board. You can
add images, links, videos, and more.

Please check out and consider adding to Women's History Padlet for
Ballard High School

Lyricstraining is an easy and fun way to learn and improve your for-
eign language skills, through the mu-
sic videos and the lyrics of your fa-
vorite songs and encourages inclusiv- B R L S

ity in vour Tbrary. lyricstraining
ClassroomScreen allows you to

have a timer, text area, drawing

tool, name picker, work symbols and more on one screen and it

is completely free.
200808000

SPS RUBIK’S CUBE CHALLENGE

Join the Rubik’s Cube Fever and sign up to participate in the fun, use
SPS19. Create a team, use in the library, share with staff, make mosaics,
but most importantly HAVE FUN!

Check out how easy it is easy to use in

Ballard High School using the Rubik’s Cube

SPS LIBRARIANS PLEASE LET US KNOW WHAT
YOU HAVE PLANNED FOR:

National Library Week

Library Snapshot Day (check page 3)
Advocacy for your library

Women’s History Month

Poetry Month

Washington Library

Snapshat Day

Have news to share? Questions? Please send to tscham-
bers@seattleschools.org

Editor: TuesD Chambers

Contributors this edition: Marian Royal, Ellie Ratliff, Rebecca Wynkoop,
Craig Seasholes, Quinn Longhurst, Stacia Bell, Vanessa Lopez, Megan
DeMatteo, Rachel Mainero, Zenobia Jeffries Warfield, Marie Havran,
Jennifer LeGarde, and Jennifer Gonzalez.


http://padlet.com/
https://padlet.com/tschambers/c7tp8gx99lz8
https://padlet.com/tschambers/c7tp8gx99lz8
http://lyricstraining.com
https://classroomscreen.com/
https://twitter.com/profeLMadrid/status/1103381927967350784/photo/1
https://twitter.com/profeLMadrid/status/1103381927967350784/photo/1
https://www.seattleschools.org/district/school_board/public_testimony
https://www.youcandothecube.com/lending-library/rubiks-cube-request-form/3x3?v=SPS19%20to%20participate
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dtZ1hTOFxBg



