
Friday Memo to the Board 
Superintendent’s Highlights June 15-19 

This Week’s Events: 
• Listened to engagement team presentations-great work from community, especially our students 
• Agreed on a framework for the 2020-21 school year contingency plan 
• Met multiple times with superintendents from across the state 
• Attended the monthly SCPTSA meeting 
• Talked with WIAA and our Athletic team about fall 2020. 
• Spoke with KNKX and Seattle Times in support of our engagement process 
• Held last FB Live event for the year 
• Said farewell to our seniors at the last Superintendent’s Student Advisory Board meeting of the 19/20 

school year 
• Watched our amazing graduation ceremonies.  Shout out to Comms and the team who put this together! 
• Celebrated the end of the year with a virtual party for JSCEE staff 
• Closed out the school year with our PASS team 
• Ended the week distributing books at MLK elementary-amazingly positive experience to close a tough 

week 
 
I have asked staff to recharge their batteries in July.  Most small cabinet will be out a portion on the month.   
 
Next week is the last Friday memo for the 2019-20 school year.  We will resume Friday memos in August.  
 
At the end of the past two school years, I’ve listed our staff’s and student’s accomplishments and this year, I 
am prouder than ever of what we've done in partnership with families and our community.  We  
• Created a COVID-19 Racial Equity Analysis Tool to inform planning and decision-making  
• Developed the second semester high school “A or Incomplete” grading policy to ensure no harm during this 

unprecedented time 
• Thanks to our community partners and staff, we created a family technology help line  
• Distributed 20,550 devices, including 9000 donated chrome books to K-12 students to support remote 

learning. Students furthest away from educational justice were prioritized.     
• Launched 26 student meal sites and 38 bus routes to deliver nutritious meals during school building 

closures.  Served over 815,000 meals to students.   
• Created new partnerships with Fare Start and Amazon to support dinner meal delivery to families and 

distributed thousands of weekend meals through the Backpack Brigade, a coalition of community partners.   
• In partnership with community-based organizations and the City of Seattle, launched 18 childcare sites for 

essential workers, prioritizing families furthest away from educational justice.  
• Distributed meals, technology and learning supports, and art-making kits to thousands of students in 

partnership with Seattle Housing Authority and other affordable housing organizations.   
• Distributed K-8 learning videos on cable television, KOMO News, and online. Videos were supported with 

aligned learning packets distributed to all 26 meal sites, affordable housing sites, and community 
organizations.   

• By the end of the school year, over 105,500 learning packets will have been distributed  
• Produced 618 learning videos that were viewed over 300,000 times with the greatest viewership from 

families and students of color.   
• Enrolled 15,000 students for “The Summer of Learning” (summer school)  
• Launching another summer book distribution for our Seattle Super Readers July 6-August 7 at all meal 

sites. Each meal site will also have a Super Reader Sidekick to help your student pick out a book that they will 
love.   
 

 



Friday Memo to the Board 
Office of Public Affairs  

Essential Information for the week of 06/12/20– 06/19/20 
 
Goal 1: Media Relations  

• 6/18/20 – KIRO 7 – “Seattle seniors give class send off from Space Needle” 
https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/watch-seattle-high-school-seniors-give-class-send-off-space-
needle/R24QW6EUXJEZDPJWVBSJGAFPYI/ 

• KNKX – 6/17/20 – “Educators' union says SPS process for choosing reopening plan has been rushed” 
https://www.knkx.org/post/educators-union-says-seattle-districts-process-choosing-reopening-plan-has-
been-rushed 

• KUOW – 6/16/20 – “What will school look like this fall in the Seattle area?” 
https://www.kuow.org/stories/what-will-school-look-like-this-fall-in-the-seattle-area 

• Seattle Times – 6/16/20 – “Seattle schools will likely have some in-person instruction this fall. But what 
will it look like?” https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/education/seattle-schools-will-likely-have-
some-in-person-instruction-this-fall-but-what-will-it-look-like/ 

• Seattle Times – 6/15/20 – “Loyal Heights Elementary employee delivers to those in need: She has these 
families in her heart all the time” https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/loyal-heights-elementary-
employee-delivers-to-those-in-need-she-has-these-families-in-her-heart-all-the-time/ 
Seattle Times – 6/14/20 – “In a changed world, Ballard High senior traces a path to graduation and beyond” 
https://www.seattletimes.com/education-lab/in-a-changed-world-ballard-high-senior-traces-a-path-to-
graduation-and-beyond/ 

Goal 2&3: District Messaging – Outbound Communications, Customer Service 
• The communications team supported Superintendent Juneau in hosting the last Virtual Town Hall via 

Facebook Live for the 2019-20 school year. The team has hosted 11 weekly Facebook Lives from April-
June. Those 11 videos have been viewed a total of 54,738 times during and after the event. During the 
events, we had an average of 216 peak viewers tuning in, but our best attended event had 441 peak viewers. 
Each of those videos generated hundreds of comments, which Supt. Juneau responded to during the event 
and the communication team replied to after the events.    

• Before we started the FB Lives, we were posting daily COVID Update videos. Communications and SPS 
TV made 13 of those videos throughout the month of March. Those 13 videos have been viewed a total of 
85,745 times on FB and YouTube 

• This week, Public Affairs updated our strategic plan webpages and sent a Seattle Excellence: A Progress 
Report for 2019-20 to all families. View the revised webpages and read more about our 2019-20 focus 
goals progress at www.seattleschools.org/strategic_plan  

• Seventeen 2020 High School Graduation Ceremonies were produced to support our graduating seniors. The 
last graduations will be this evening for Middle College, South Lake High School, and Interagency. You 
can view all of the graduations by visiting the ceremony page: 
https://www.seattleschools.org/district/calendars/news/what_s_new/graduation_dates_and_locations We 
will rebroadcast ceremonies through the first week of July. Thousands of students, families, and staff have 
already engaged with the content.  

• Solicited and helped produce a number of graduation videos with outside organizations including: the 
Storm, Sounders, Seahawks and Seattle Space Needle. Check out graduates on top of the Space Needle - 
https://vimeo.com/430214489 

• Curated in partnership with multiple departments and launched a Black Lives Matter webpage:  
• Public Affairs hosted the JSCEE end of year celebration with Superintendent Juneau.  The virtual event 

included trivia, shout outs, and a summer playlist for staff. Over 270 staff joined for the event.  
• https://www.seattleschools.org/district/calendars/news/what_s_new/black_lives_matter 
• Supported or developed and distributed multiple family communications:  

o 06/15 Family Letter (Special Education COVID-19 Update) 
o 06/15 Family Letter (Super Readers, Grades, Juneteenth, Summer credit recovery)  
o 06/17 Seattle Excellence: A Progress Report for 2019-20 
o 06/19 Family Letter (reopening framework and engagement outcomes)  

https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/watch-seattle-high-school-seniors-give-class-send-off-space-needle/R24QW6EUXJEZDPJWVBSJGAFPYI/
https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/watch-seattle-high-school-seniors-give-class-send-off-space-needle/R24QW6EUXJEZDPJWVBSJGAFPYI/
https://www.knkx.org/post/educators-union-says-seattle-districts-process-choosing-reopening-plan-has-been-rushed
https://www.knkx.org/post/educators-union-says-seattle-districts-process-choosing-reopening-plan-has-been-rushed
https://www.kuow.org/stories/what-will-school-look-like-this-fall-in-the-seattle-area
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/education/seattle-schools-will-likely-have-some-in-person-instruction-this-fall-but-what-will-it-look-like/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/education/seattle-schools-will-likely-have-some-in-person-instruction-this-fall-but-what-will-it-look-like/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/loyal-heights-elementary-employee-delivers-to-those-in-need-she-has-these-families-in-her-heart-all-the-time/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/loyal-heights-elementary-employee-delivers-to-those-in-need-she-has-these-families-in-her-heart-all-the-time/
https://www.seattletimes.com/education-lab/in-a-changed-world-ballard-high-senior-traces-a-path-to-graduation-and-beyond/
https://www.seattletimes.com/education-lab/in-a-changed-world-ballard-high-senior-traces-a-path-to-graduation-and-beyond/
http://www.seattleschools.org/strategic_plan
https://www.seattleschools.org/district/calendars/news/what_s_new/graduation_dates_and_locations
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F430214489&data=02%7C01%7Ccjcampbell%40seattleschools.org%7C129a09c9c22f4333f69008d813e7ab95%7Cd431d15860744832878351ea6f6dd227%7C0%7C0%7C637281233047113420&sdata=lQ8Cc4lY2rGlCnTEvNHn0wGSgHyDVoFsEAFTs%2B9cWGY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.seattleschools.org/district/calendars/news/what_s_new/black_lives_matter


Friday Memo to the Board 
Teaching and Learning Division 

Essential Information for the week of June 15-19, 2020 
 
 
CURRICULUM, ASSESSMENT, AND INSTRUCTION 
 
Dual Language Task Force Recommendations 
During the June 17th Board Work Session on Student Assignment Transition Plan and Boundaries, School 
Board Directors requested the Dual Language Task Force Recommendations. In response to this request, 
this entry includes a link to three documents prepared by the Dual Language Task Force. Part 1 includes the 
recommendations for pathways and assignment plan models. Part 2 includes recommendations for program 
models overview. Part 3 includes recommendations for sustainability overview. You can access the 
documents on the International Schools/Dual Language Immersion Task Force website.  
 
Since Time Immemorial and Social Studies 
Recently, we have learned of multiple examples of inappropriate curriculum materials regarding Native 
people being used in Seattle Public Schools. We are deeply troubled and concerned by these examples and 
in response, are looking to take a number of steps to improve the implementation of Since Time 
Immemorial (STI) specifically and the teaching of K-12 social studies generally. Staff from the 
Curriculum, Assessment, and Instruction department are starting by updating the Social Studies webpage 
and the curriculum adoption webpage to include information about STI.  There will be training for 11th and 
12th grade social studies teachers, beginning with dates for distance learning this summer and then 
resuming in the fall. There will be an STI Professional Learning Community for teachers to join and a 
meeting with high school department chairs in the fall to clarify state and district expectations and 
requirements regarding STI. We are also considering an outside audit of the K-12 Social Studies adopted 
curriculum so that we can clearly identify and remove any culturally inappropriate materials. Finally, we 
plan to provide a formal update on this work at the August C&I Policy Committee meeting. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Diane DeBacker, Chief Academic Officer at 
dmdebacker@seattleschools.org. 

https://www.seattleschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=627&pageId=9140705
mailto:dmdebacker@seattleschools.org


Friday Memo to the Board 
Operations for June 15-19, 2020 

Safety and Security, questions from directors relating to Seattle Public Schools (SPS) calls to police. Additional 
information will be provided in the June 26, 2020, Friday Memo. 

• Question: Can we cross reference 911 calls with security reports in a documented format? While there are no 
security personnel at elementary schools, I assume reports are filed when security/police are called via security to 
an elementary school.

o Yes, Safety and Security notes police reports in records of security incidents.
• Question: Is there any record of calls made from district phones to non-emergency police line?

o The phone system logs such calls, but contextual information is not recorded.
• Question: What are the relevant procedural documents for administrators to refer to law enforcement, if any, 

beyond board policy/superintendent procedure?
o The Quick Reference Guide distributed by Safety and Security.

• Question: Do Security Resource Officers (SROs) and Security Emphasis Officers (SEOs) keep track of calls that 
they make to other officers that result in additional police presence in schools or arrest of a student?

o Records of calls by SEOs and SROs are maintained by Seattle Police Department (SPD). SPD reports that 
SEO/SROs have made eight calls for additional police presence with no arrests.

• Question: Where did Seattle Times Reporter Dahlia Bazzaz get her numbers of arrests of black students in 
schools?

o Bazzaz made a public records request about police referrals in schools; the responsive records were 
security incident reports.

• Question: Do we have access to data about our students that indicates whether they’ve been detained in juvenile 
detention as a result of incidents in school buildings?

o We know whether students have been removed from district property by SPD but not whether they are 
subsequently detained, questioned and/or released to parents.



Friday Memo to the Board 
Student Support Services 

Essential Information for the week of June 15-19, 2020 
 
 
Chief Concie Pedroza, Ed. D.  
Chief Pedroza is proud of the racial equity work and the commitment to antiracist foundational learning that the 
Student Support Services division has done this year.  We have trainings, conducted books and article studies, 
invited facilitators with this lens to the table to engage purposely in our work.  Our division is committed to 
continue this over the summer as we learn, relearn and rebuild structures for the fall.  Engagement from 
communities has provided us essential learning about the impacts of our work and we will continue to use that 
information and keep building that work over the summer to build systems that interrogate elements of 
institutional racism within our various departments.   
 
Advanced Learning 
Early Entrance Kindergarten: On-site assessments have been approved for July.  The Early Learning 
Department partnered with Advanced Learning to develop an online screener.  Students who show readiness for 
Early Entrance to Kindergarten on this measure will be scheduled for July on-site assessments by the end of 
June.  More information will be posted on the Advance Learning website.   
 
Highly Capable Racial Equity Advisory: The committee met on June 16th with a focus on Racial Equity and 
digging deeper into the Advanced Learning Task Force Recommendations specifically identification.  The next 
meeting will be in July 16th, 4-7 pm.  
 
AP Exams: If a family paid for the AP Exam and the student did not take the AP Exam this year, the student or 
family member can request a refund by completing the refund request form online no later than Wednesday, 
June 24th. Complete the online request for refund.  Refunds for AP Exams will be processed this summer and all 
families should receive their refunds by July 8th. 
 
Advanced Learning Website: The department will be updated scope and sequences for K-8 students, expect 
updates to be completed for 20-21 school year by June 30th.   
 
Special Education 
Even though our weekly Friday letters to Special Education staff and our families ends with this school year 
ending, all links and content within remains available on our web pages.   
 
 
 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DWNEx1HRgMkiHg1Hqb23SJxqLHUAiXitAv6ZUP7N7SGhUNllFOFVSWjBBWkNGUVFFN1ZPQkFMTFFQUy4u&data=02%7C01%7Ckhblock%40seattleschools.org%7C95697386488443c8252e08d813abcdee%7Cd431d15860744832878351ea6f6dd227%7C0%7C0%7C637280975904734478&sdata=xQTseWhReIQJhUv8Az4GOmz0dnE5dTXPc7%2FHfPLuk7s%3D&reserved=0
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