
 

Board Policy No. 3520  Page 1 of 3 

 

  

 
STUDENT FEES, FINES, 

OR CHARGES 

 
 

Policy No. 3520 
 

April 26, 2023 
      

     Page 1 of 3 

 
 
It is the policy of the Seattle School Board that student fees, charges, fines, 
restitution, and damage deposits may be imposed.  The School Board has the 
authority to establish fees, charges, fines, restitution, and damage deposits, and 
procedures governing the collection of the same system-wide. The 
Superintendent and building principals/program managers have the authority to 
establish school-based fees, charges, fines, restitution, and damage deposits and 
procedures governing the collection of same. 
 
1. Fees & Charges 
 
The School Board authorizes the Superintendent or building principal to charge 
fees for optional supplementary supplies, materials, or services to students so 
long as: (1) the charge does not exceed the cost of the supplies, materials, or 
services; (2) students are free to purchase them elsewhere or provide reasonable 
alternatives; and (3) a proper accounting is made of all moneys received. 
 
The School Board authorizes the Superintendent or building principal to waive or 
reduce fees for students whose families by reason of their income would have 
difficulty paying the full fee.  An approved “Seattle Public Schools Annual 
Application for School Meal Benefits,” which uses the USDA Child Nutrition 
Program guidelines, shall be used as documentation to determine a student’s 
qualification for a waiver or reduction of fees.  The School Meal Benefits 
application must also include the parent or guardian’s permission to share the 
student’s eligibility status with school officials unless such sharing is permitted 
under the National School Lunch Act. 

  
Fees affecting the entire school district, such as charges for school meals or 
athletic participation, shall be approved by the Board and included in a Board 
Procedure.   
 
Reasonable effort shall be made to maintain consistency among schools 
regarding the levels of fees for particular reasons where comparable 
circumstances exist, and to restrict fees to reasonable levels appropriate to the 
activities and/or services for which they are imposed.  While generally school-
based fees are determined by the building principal or program manager, at 
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times it may become appropriate to transform a fee or charge into a system-wide 
fee or charge at the discretion of the Board. 
 
Schools may request optional or voluntary fees to help support a school or 
classroom activity or project.  For example, a school may request voluntary field 
trip fees to help subsidize the transportation, admission, or general costs of a 
field trip.  However, to the extent that the student’s participation in the 
educational activity or project is legally required (e.g. a state or district 
curriculum requirement), parents/students must be notified that the payment is 
voluntary, and students shall not be denied participation based on their inability 
to pay the voluntary fee.  
 
Questions about fees or charge amounts should be raised to the building 
principal, and if further clarification is desired, to the district’s Assistant 
Superintendent for Business and Finance.  If clarification is sought, the Assistant 
Superintendent for Business and Finance will determine if a recommendation 
should be made to the Superintendent and the Board to make a system-wide 
decision about the fee or charge. 
 
2. Fines, Restitution, and Damage Deposits 
 
A student will be responsible for the cost of replacing materials or property which 
are lost or damaged due to negligence.  
 
The student and their parent/guardian will be notified regarding the nature of 
the violation or damage, how restitution may be made, and how an appeal may be 
instituted.  
 
The Superintendent is granted the authority to develop procedures in order to 
implement this policy. 
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