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It is the policy of the Seattle School Board to provide robust course offerings
taught by Seattle Public Schools’ teachers in high school. At the same time, the
Board also supports a range of options for students to earn credits, including outof-district courses and credit recovery courses.
One purpose of this policy is to offer students out-of-district options for earning
credits while also ensuring that those options are rigorous and accessible to all
students in the district. A second purpose of this policy is to offer students credit
recovery options (which may be out-of-district in certain circumstances) and to
ensure that these options are also rigorous and accessible to all students in the
district.
This policy and the corresponding procedure only apply to students who are
actively enrolled in Seattle Public Schools at the time the out-of-district credits
and/or credit recovery are earned. The policy and procedure do not apply when
students who transfer to Seattle Public Schools with high school credits from
schools outside the district need to transfer their credits to their new high school.
Out-Of-District Credits
Students may need to take out-of-district high school courses for first time credit
if particular courses are not available at their high school. Out-of-district credits
are to be used primarily for first-time credit, but also may be available for credit
recovery under certain circumstances.
For first-time credits, students are to access learning through their high school
offerings. If students are not able to access particular courses at their schools,
they may be permitted to add out-of-district courses to their high school
transcripts, per the process outlined in Superintendent Procedure 2024SP. Outof-district courses include courses that are offered online, via correspondence,
and in-person outside of the district’s and school’s program and course offerings.
State and/or district approved dual credit programs, such as Running Start and
College in the High School, are not out-of-district courses.
Courses that will be considered for out-of-district credits are offerings from:
• The list of online providers approved by the Office of the Superintendent
of Public Instruction (OSPI);
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•
•
•

Washington state school districts;
Private schools in Washington; and
Colleges and universities in Washington.

Seattle Public Schools will regularly review this list of out-of-district providers to
ensure that only credits earned through currently approved/accredited providers
will be considered for addition to student official transcripts. The district will
offer students and their families the option of appealing for permission to take a
course with a provider not included in this list under specific extenuating
circumstances.
Credit Recovery
For students who need to recover previously attempted courses, the Board
encourages students and school staff to work together to choose the appropriate
credit recovery option offered by the school or district. In most cases, that means
online credit recovery courses through providers approved by OSPI and
supervised by school staff, or summer school.
Limits
The Superintendent may set limits on the number of online courses a student can
take. The purpose for these limits is to encourage the in-person learning
relationships that align with our foundational beliefs about teaching and
learning. At the same time, the district will provide students and their families
with the option of appealing the limit on online courses for first time credit if
there are extenuating circumstances.
Cost
The district will pay for credit recovery courses offered by Seattle Public Schools
when the district claims state education funding for those courses and/or the
courses are part of the legally required minimum annual instructional hours.
Students and their families must pay for out-of-district courses, whether those
courses are for first-time credit or credit recovery.
Procedure
The Superintendent or designee is authorized to develop procedures to
implement this policy and will provide information to parents, students, and staff
regarding the conditions under which out-of-district credits and credit recovery
will be accepted/offered. The procedure will include, but will not be limited to, a
description of student access to out-of-district and credit recovery courses,
student eligibility criteria, the types of courses available to students, methods the
district will use to support student success, payment of course fees and other
costs, granting of course credit, and appeals processes for extenuating
circumstances.
This policy is effective starting on July 1, 2019.
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Adopted: December 2011
Revised: May 2019
Cross Reference: Policy Nos. 2022; 2420; 2255
Related Superintendent Procedure: 2024SP
Previous Policies: C57.00; C16.00
Legal References: RCW 28A.225 Compulsory School Attendance and Admission; RCW 28A.250
Online Learning; RCW 28A.230.090 High school graduation requirements or equivalencies—
High school and beyond plans—Career and college ready graduation requirements and waivers—
Reevaluation of graduation requirements—Language requirements—Credit for courses taken
before attending high school—Postsecondary credit equivalencies; RCW
28A.320.035 Contracting out – Board’s powers and duties – Goods and services; RCW
28A.150.220 Basic Education – Minimum instructional requirements – Program accessibility –
Rules; WAC 180-51 High School Graduation Requirements; WAC 392-121-182 Alternative
learning experience requirements; WAC 392-121-188 Instruction provided under contract; WAC
392-410-310 Equivalency course of study – Credit for correspondence courses, electronically
mediated courses, and college courses; WAC 392-502 Online Learning; RCW 28A.150.305
Alternative educational service providers – Student eligibility; RCW 28A.232.010 Alternative
learning experience courses—Generally—Definitions—Rules—Reports
Management Resources: Policy News, December 2009
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