
Welcome to the first issue of the  2009-2010 Whitman Wildcat News!  Summer is definitely over.  This is an im-

portant year for Seattle Schools on many fronts.  On October 6th, proposed attendance area boundaries will be 

unveiled by the district.  These boundaries could affect where your student will attend high school. It is imperative 

that parents review this proposal and provide feedback to the school district. This is our chance.   Please see the 

article on pageéé.. for web sites and more detailed information.   

In addition, two school district levies, one funding Operations, and the other funding Capital Improvements 

(Building, Technology and Academics III or BTA III) will be on the ballot in February, 2010.  These levies provide 

crucial funds for each school in the district.   The BTA III levy comes up every 6 years.  This levy funds hundreds of 

maintenance projects, and technology and academic initiatives.   The Operations levy  provides basic operating 

money to schools in the district, and comprises up to approximately 20% of each schools budget.  Finally, tax cut 

initiatives on the ballot for consideration at the 2010 Legislative session in Olympia could greatly effect school 

funding in the state.   

The big picture is complicated!    

 

Closer to home, Whitman used funds this summer to improve our restrooms and the lunchroom.  The Day of Caring 

brought in many volunteers who continued to spruce up our school.  We have a lot to be proud of academically 

and in terms of our work space at school.  Itõs going to be a great year.  Go Wildcats!   

 

The Whitman Wildcat News should reach you either by email, or surface mail every month.  If you would like to 

have the news emailed to you, and havenõt already requested that,  please let us know.  We love to save a tree!    

   Anne Dunn             Merily McGrath 
                  anne8341@gmail.com           merilylyn@msn.com 
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Whitman Middle School 
9201 15th Avenue NW 

Seattle, WA 98117 

 
Main Office             252-1200 
Attendance Office    252-1204 
 
Principal             Mike Starosky    
       mpstrosky@seattleschools.org 

 
Mail all PTSA  

check payments to: 
 

Marcus Whitman  
Middle School PTSA 

9201 15TH Ave NW PMB P-284 

Seattle, WA  98107-2382 

The mission of the Marcus 

Whitman Middle School 

PTSA is to promote communi-

cation, participation, and 

academic excellence, and 

reflect the  diversity of the 

Whitman Community. 

F r o m  Y o u r  M o n t h l y  C o- E d i t o r s 

Hello Whitman Students and Families, 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all of you to the Whitman 
Middle School Family.  I am excited to meet our new Wildcats and welcome 
back our returning ones.  Whitman is a safe, secure, welcoming school where 
we have high expectations for our students academically, behaviorally, and 

socially.   

Our schools reputation and success begins with strong parental/guardian 
support and involvement.  Our goal at Whitman Middle School is for every 
student to be at or above grade level in reading, writing, and math.  We 
also want our students to be kind, considerate, and involved in matters of the 

heart and mind. 

Please join us in welcoming our new teachers to the Whitman Staff: 

      Kristen Eckert   8th Grade LA, Wrld Geo, PE 

      Rina Geoghagan 8th Grade LA, Wrld Geo, Art 

      Heather Handel 7th Grade LA, USH, PE 

      John Houston  8th Grade LA, Wrld Geo, PE 

      Melissa Naylor 6th Grade Math, SCI, Health 

      John Parker  6th Grade Math, SCI, ASE M 

      Gail Riffle  Life Sci M, LA M, RdSkM, Math M, SocM 

                  Wendy Rodriquez 8th Grade SCI, Cool Sci 

F r o m  P r i n c i p a l  M i k e  S t a r o s k y 
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What a great way to start out the school year.  On September 11th, 35 Microsoft employees along 
with 20 parents and staff planted, cleaned, painted, scrapped, and scrubbed on a mission to make 
Whitman sparkle.  Thanks to the Microsoft employees, staff and all our parent volunteers - Mission 

accomplished!  Through sweat and determination the school is in tip- top shape.    

 

Whitmanõs 2009 Day of Caring 

We accomplished a lot and the school is shining inside and out. The grounds 

look great, the windows shine, the auditorium is not so sallow (back wall), 

the ceramic block wall details are clean and the lunch room is, well, further 

along. Thank you all.  ~ Doug Yaple / Building Improvement 

Parents and staff, please patronize and thank the following community businesses for 

their generous contributions to the Day of Caring lunch!  

 

Top Banana Produce  

Ballard Market  

Great Harvest Bread  

Safeway on Crown Hill  

Trader Joe's in Ballard 


