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Pay4K at Schmitz Park

Several West Seattle
Schools, including

Schmitz Park are now of-

fering a Pay4K program.
Please see the program

description and FAQ'’s for

details. Brief highlights

are listed below:

Full day kindergarten
will cost $150/mo or
$1,500/year

Half day kindergarten
(9:05-11:35) will be
free

Families qualifying for
free/reduced lunch
will not be charged for
full day kindergarten
As soon as initial
school placements
are made you will be
contacted with de-
tailed information.
Deposits will be due
in May

Why enroll at Schmitz Park School?

At Schmitz Park we are committed to
providing a school where students
achieve to their fullest potential. Each
and every Schmitz Park student is
taught to learn without limit by continu-
ally developing programs that build
healthy, life-long learners.

Foundational Skills & Thinking Skills
are balanced in all subject areas. Stu-
dents at Schmitz Park develop strong
foundational skills such as computation,
spelling etc. as well as learn to develop
problem-solving strategies and engage
in higher order thinking skills.

Literacy and Communication pro-
grams have long been a hallmark of our
school as students build a strong aca-
demic foundation.

Academic Support through tutoring
and other services are provided to help
every student meet and/or exceed aca-
demic standards.

The Challenge Program articulates
our commitment to offer every student
a rich learning experience and to chal-
lenge those who are ready to work be-
yond grade level standards. Work in

the Challenge Program is focused on
depth and breadth of learning rather
than acceleration.

Artistic Expression is encouraged in
every grade throughout the curriculum.
Not only is art incorporated in the daily
classroom work, but also a full time mu-
sic teacher, part time instrumental mu-
sic program and artist-in-residence pro-
gram helps build students’ skills in, and
appreciation of, the arts.

Health and Fitness are taught in a
quality PE program and reinforced
through health lessons and recess play.

A Learning Community. Above all
else, Schmitz Park Elementary is a
powerful learning community. As a
community, our students learn to work
together and treat all people with re-
spect and dignity. Our parents are
heavily involved in the school operation.
Our staff works closely together to de-
velop a cohesive program that works for
all kids. It does not take long in our
school to see that Schmitz Park is a
warm and welcoming place for all stu-
dents.

Schmitz Park

Inside this issue:

Schmitz Park by the Numbers:

is an old

Academic Excellence growth forest,

9:05-3:15  Our school day one of the few
Reading & Math Data 325  Target school size left in Seattle.
Writing & Science Data 26 Target class size K-5 The school

> Classes at each arade level takes advantages of this setting
Challenge .g . . through formal guided tours

5 Number of 35 minute PE/Music sessions

with a naturalist as well as
informal field trips and lessons.
Once, a red fox was spotted

Washington Standards each week (every other week 3 PE ses-

PE, Music & Enrichment sions, every other week 3 music sessions)

Kindergarten 3 Number of recesses each day coming out of the park onto our
2 Lunches: 3rd-5th then K-2nd grounds—so now the red fox is
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Academic Excellence at Schmitz Park School

Schmitz Park School is committed to academic ex- 2007 Reading WASL
cellence for every child. Our data (see charts) dem-
onstrates our success in academic achievement, but
that only tells a part of the story. The real heart of
our academic excellence in found in a blend of tak-
ing a balanced academic approach, committing to

100%

80% -

each individual child and supporting students to ; EWell Above Standard
meet high standards. 60% 1 B Met Standard
Balanced Academic Approach 40% OWell Below Standard
Balance refers to creating a blend of the best proven O Approaching
academic practices to assure that all students, re- 20% 4 B On the Cusp

gardless of learning preferences excel academically.
We balance hands on learning and inquiry with solid
development of foundational skills.

In reading & writing this is demonstrated by the use 20% 1 3rd 4th 5th
of literature circles, timed reading, guided reading,

0% +

independent reading, spelling and vocabulary les-

sons, the writing process, and much more. In math This graph illustrates our performance on the 2007 State Reading As-

you will find a blend of practice activities and investi-  sessment. 40-50% of students are performing at advanced levels in
gations. Social studies and science use hands on ac- reading with over 90% of students meeting standard. This level of per-

tivities (science kits and story paths) as well as read- formance has been consistent for the last 4 years.
ers and monthly publications. Content, skills and
concepts are blended for a broad based of knowledge
combined with a deeper academic understanding.

gaged and learning. It is a community effort that as-
sures student success, but our staff will not allow any
. o student to “slide by” and will work to challenge every
Commitment to Each Individual student to grow and learn, to meet standard and to
Another core element of the success of our program at  develop a broader and deeper understanding of the
Schmitz Park is the unrelenting commitment to work  world around them.

with parents and students so that every student is en- Supporting High Standards

Schmitz Park uses several high quality programs
and approaches to support student learning so that
all students meet standard and every student is
learning and growing (see the Challenge Program
description for more on advanced learners). Some
of the approaches are inherent in every day in-
struction, such as differentiation, the teaching prac-
Bwell Above Standard | tjces that varies the level of instruction to meet the
20% 1 W Met Standard needs of all students, and individual attention.

Dwell Below Standard | othar approaches utilize specific programs and
20% - O Approaching technologies such as Read Naturally (a reading
BOn the Cusp fluency program), Reading Counts (a computer

2007 Math WASL
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0% 1 based program for tracking comprehension of inde-
. pendent reading) and Math programs such as
-20% Math Facts and Math Steps.
a0% . % 4th Sth Finally, we utilize tutors to support students and

organize our resources to facilitate small group lit-
eracy circles and opportunities for individual as-

This graph illustrates our performance on the 2007 State Math Assess-  S€SSMents.

ment. 40-55% of students are performing at advanced levels in mathe- | short, we believe all students can achieve and

mathics with 75-90% of students meeting standard. This level of perform-
ance has been consistent for the last 4 years.

(Continued on page 3)




Academic Excellence continued

excel. With quality instruction, programs and sup-
port we have seen students continually rise to the
challenge.

Washington State Standards

Washington State has adopted among the most rig-
orous standards for public education in the country.
These standards, called the Essential Academic
Learning Requirements (EALR’s), are assessed in
reading, mathematics, writing, communication and
science using the Washington Assessment of Stu-
dent Learning (WASL). Seattle schools use a vari-
ety of additional assessments to gauge student
achievement with respect to the EALR’s. Every stu-
dent is expected to prove on the WASL that they
have met the standards, putting them on track to
attend a college upon high school graduation. For
more data or information visit www.k12.wa.us or
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This graph illustrates our performance on the 2007 State Writing and Sci-
ence Assessments. Over 40% of 4th grade students are performing at ad-
vanced levels in writing with over 85% of students meeting standard and

http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/.

nearly all the rest within 1 point of meeting standard. In science over 70%

of 5th grade students are meeting standard with another 14% on the cusp
of meeting standard.

Challenging All Students to Achieve their Highest Potential

In a tradition of offering a rigorous aca-
demic program for every child, Schmitz
Park has organized the Challenge Pro-
gram. This program extends our efforts
to challenge every child to extend their
learning.

We believe that for many children, en-
gaging in class and completing the
weekly assignments will be more than
enough to stretch and grow them aca-
demically. At times, though, students
will be given opportunities and encour-
agement to take on extra challenges.

Differentiating Instruction

The focus of the Challenge Program will
be on exploring depth of understanding
rather than accelerated learning. In
many cases the Challenge work will
blend with the daily, in-class work where
different students will be working at dif-
ferent levels at the same time. This is
called differentiated instruction.

Challenge Activities

Challenge activities will take many
forms. At times the activities simply

challenge children in a different mode of
expression (artistic, verbal, written, mu-
sical, physical...) helping to develop a
well-rounded mind. At other times the
activities encourage children to explore
a concept or skill in more depth. This
could happen in groups in class or
through projects that students work on
at school and home. Further, there will
be times when students will be encour-
aged and given direction in exploring
areas of interest that go beyond the
standard curriculum.

Individualized Programs

Finally, several school-wide programs
will contain Challenge elements includ-
ing the Passport Club, Read Naturally,
library and special programs in PE and
music. These programs will build on a
current design to challenge all students
at their interest or ability levels.

Communication

Another key aspect of the Challenge
program is communication and partner-
(Continued on page 6)

Examples of Challenge

Act

ivities:
Passport—Advanced
Levels

Geobee

Independent Projects
Advanced Skills Check
Lists

Literature Circles / Jr.
Great Books

Puzzle Challenges
Advanced assignments
with rubrics

Bonus Assignments
PE/Music Challenge
Architectural drawings
Daily tiered (leveled) as-
signments

Reading Counts




The Well Rounded Student - Serving the Whole Child

Schmitz Park school aims to de-
velop the whole child into a well
rounded student and citizen. To ac-
complish this we offer several pro-
grams and approaches to both core
academics and enrichment activi-
ties.

Physical Education

A long time hallmark program at
Schmitz Park, Physical Education
encourages healthy, fit, confident
students.

Schmitz Park consistently has
among the highest number of stu-
dents in the state achieving fitness
scores at the 85th percentile or
above.

Students have 3 - 35 minute P.E.
sessions one week and 2 sessions
the next week.

The P.E. Pro-
gram incorpo-
rates activities
and lessons
that develop

skills and teach
cooperative

play.

In addition to
weekly  P.E.
classes there

are special pro-
gram sessions for learning unicy-
cling, juggling, climbing, hand-
stands, jump roping and more.
These sessions culminate in a stu-
dent performance at the annual Ice
Cream Social.

Music and the Arts

In music class students learn much
more than just singing songs. Stu-
dents learn the math and science of
music, its rhythm, precision and
measurement. They learn music as
a language, how to read it, how to
‘speak it' and the types of ideas it
expresses. Students learn the his-
tory and art of music, the interaction
of environment and music and the

techniques of creating music. Stu-
dents learn the physical act of mu-
sic, the response of the body to the
sound the ear hears and the mind
interprets.

Students have three
35 minute music ses-
sions one week and
two sessions the next
week.

Student Productions

Among the many ex-

citing aspects of our music program
are the opportunities for students to
perform before their peers and par-
ents. Not only is that fun for those
in the audience but students learn
valuable lessons about persisting to
hone their skills in preparation for a
performance. Students perform in
assemblies as well as an annual
musical drama production. Past
productions have included Annie Jr.,
Music Man Jr. , Rats!, Honk Jr. and
101 Dalmatians.

Visual Arts

Visual arts are being developed in
two ways. First, the arts are taught
by our classroom teachers through
arts projects and art as integrated
into the content curriculum. Sec-
ondly, we have implemented an art-
ist in residence program where a
local artist teaches arts lessons
while training the staff in art instruc-
tion.

Instrumental Music
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choice. Their learning culminates
with a Spring Concert.

Library

Our school library is
very well stocked with
current popular litera-
ture, classic favorites,
informational texts and
digital resources. But it
is much more that a
place to get good read-
ing material. It is a
classroom, where students develop
research skills, discuss literature
and learn critical thinking skills.

Our full time librarian facilitates lit-
erature groups, including Junior
Great Books. She plans literacy en-
richment projects and teach lessons
on using informational resources.

Several years of investment by the
school and PTA have seen a contin-
ued building and renewal of the ma-
terials available to students. Materi-
als have been purchased to support
academic programs (such as the
Passport Club) as well as to offer a
rich variety of leveled reading mate-
rials.

Technology

Technology is integrated into stu-
dent lessons. The school is well
equipped with computers through-
out the building, including the com-
puter lab. Technology is used to do
research, publish student work,

Students in 4th and
5th grades can further
explore music through
learning to play an in-
strument. Our instru-
mental music program
offers weekly group
instrument  lessons.
Students learn more
about reading music.
They build their skill in

learn keyboarding skills
and practice academic
skills. In March 2007 over
fifty new computers will
replaced our older units,
courtesy of the BTA Levy.

Passport Club

Through our Passport
Club, students are learn-
ing up to 300 countries
and world capitals!

the instrument of their

(Continued on page 6)




The Kindergarten Experience

Kindergarten is a very special and
unique year. Students enter the ‘big
kid' school setting for the very first
time. Each child brings a unique set
of skills, talents and abilities. So it
is our challenge and commitment to
nurture students while introducing
the routines and rigors of schooling.

To accomplish this we start with two
high quality teachers (Mr. Herk and
Mrs. Mears), with experience and
skill at drawing out the best in stu-
dents and teaching them not only
content and skills, but also what it
means to be a student.

We add to this support staff who are
committed to making every child
feel welcomed as a part of our
school community, to assure each
child is safe and to provide high
quality programs, support and struc-

Who will work with my child?
1 Kindergarten Teacher

1 Kindergarten Tutor (& others as
needed)

1 Music Teacher 2-3 days per week
1 PE Teacher 2-3 days per week

3 Playground Supervisors

1 Lunchroom Supervisor

1 Principal

2 Office Staff

Reading Buddies (older students)

Many, Many Volunteers

tures that build comfort and secu-
rity for all students.

Next we provide a clear, consistent
schedule of activities that are
geared to be age appropriate and
both prepare every student for aca-
demic success and encourage
each student to thrive and grow.
Kindergarten students take part in
all our programs (as age appropri-
ate) just as any other student.

Finally, we design the kindergarten
experience with a balance of ap-
proaches and learning styles. Us-
ing a blend of phonetic and whole
language approaches to literacy
develops well rounded readers with
multiple strategies for reading.
Hands-on explorations blended
with skill building practice activities
reinforces and extends learning for
all students. In short, we aim to
keep kids active and engaged in
learning and assure that every stu-
dent has the academic, as well as
social, skills needed for long term
success in school.
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Typ|cal Kindergarten Activities
Opening Activities - including
calendar and weather activities,
social and academic activities
to start the day off right
Basic Literacy Activities—
learning letters, sounds, sight
words and word families
Reading - modeled reading,
guided reading and independ-
ent reading
Writing—handwriting, letter
formation, building sentences
Math - learning counting, num-
ber identification and addition
and subtraction using manipu-
latives and hands-on activities
Science - hands on activities
and readers
Music & P.E. - a highlight for
every student with a session of
music or PE every day for 35
minutes
Recess - 15 minutes in the
morning, 20 minutes after lunch
and 10 minutes in the afternoon
Centers - opportunity for free/
choice activities
VIP - the ‘very important per-
son’ of the day gets to share
about his or her favorite things
(and parents)

Computers - weekly visits to
the computer lab to start devel-
oping those technology skills
Library - each week for both
checking out books and learn-
ing a library/literacy lesson




PTA

Schmitz Park PTA is a vital compo-
nent of the total school program.
The PTA works with the staff on all
events and activities. The volunteer
program provides support to the
teaching staff in their continual effort
to ensure educational excellence.
Our PTA is the proud sponsor of
many school events, including...

The Fall Harvest Festival and
Spaghetti Dinner

Annual Auction fundraiser
Arts programs
Reading Is Fundamental

New computers and cutting
edge software

Field trips
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Playground improvements

Safety programs and equipment
(including a water safety class)

5th grade graduation

School grants for equipment and
so much more.
We are proud of the high parent
participation at Schmitz Park.

Challenge continued

(Continued from page 3)

ship. We committed to communicat-
ing with families as we partner in
their children’s education so that
they know how their child is being
challenged and what challenges
their child is taking on. With each
report card we report some of the
Challenge work each child com-
pleted.

The Challenge program was piloted
officially in the fall of 2002. We con-
tinue to grow and refine our model
for delivering instruction and build-
ing partnership with parents. That
said, we have found for years that
our highly capable students do very
well building their skills. A student
who tests as highly capable in kin-
dergarten, continues to test highly
through 5th grade.

Well Rounded Student continued

(Continued from page 4)

Parent volunteers test students
each month on their knowledge,
awarding students with interna-
tional stamps in their own passport
for each of 5 levels they pass. In
addition, enrichment activities en-
courage students to learn more
about the world around them.

Finding Urban Nature

Schmitz Park partners with the
Audubon Society to create a natu-
ral science experience for all third
grade students using the nature
found in our urban setting. Stu-
dents explore the characteristics
and role of the birds, insects and
plants that are found throughout
the city.

Parent volunteers along with Audu-

bon staff organize students into
small groups for hands-on explora-
tion.

And More Programs...

The rich learning experience found
at Schmitz Park has many more fac-
ets. The Salmon Project and other
partnerships with local fish hatcher-
ies gives students a close look at
our regional aquatic wild life and the
issues that are faced in this area.
Field trips are supported by the PTA
to assure students get many oppor-
tunities to take their learning into the
community. The list goes on as
teachers continue to seek out ways
to engage students in authentic
learning experiences and powerful
engagement in their own learning
experience.

On-Site Daycare

Before and after school daycare is available at Schmitz Park Elementary School. Beginning at 7:00 am until the morning bell,
and again from 3:15 pm until 6:00 pm. This quality program is a service offered to our school through Hiawatha Community
Center and the City of Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation. For more information, call Hiawatha at (206) 684-7441.

Schmitz Park School
5000 SW Spokane St.
Seattle, WA 98116
206-252-9700

WE'RE ON THE WEB
WWW.SEATTLESCHOOLS.ORG/
SCHOOLS/SPARK

Schmitz Park School is a warm
and welcoming place for all stu-




