Parent Alliance Group Meeting Minutes 11/7/07

Welcome, agenda review and approval of minutes by Co-Chair Sarah Doss

Building Leadership Team report

PAG Co-chair, Chris Hong reported that there has been a request to have parent room representatives again. Classroom teachers will take the lead in contacting parents to set this up.

Treasurer Report 

We are charged $5 for every returned check. Please make sure that checks are good so we do not lose money on this. Coupon books available until 11/19. Sales going well, have netted $1,800 so far.  There was $7,941 in deposits and $5,485v in expenses in the last month. Treasurer report was approved.

Appeal: We need a new chair person for the fundraising committee. Please email PAG executive board if interested.

Report from Kelly Davis, After School Club Coordinator

After school clubs went well, thanks to all parent volunteers, volunteers are crucial to the success of the clubs. New session of clubs to begin after Thanksgiving break and will continue into January 08.

Volunteers also needed to help type and laminate books for Mrs. Odhiambo’s  Memory Project-Books of Hope.  Ist/3rd/5th and Ms Lewis  2nd grade class are participating to write books in conjunction with Powerful Writers. The books will be sent to Uganda for children there.

Report from Connie So, Bilingual Committee and DoN Grant committee

In response to previous discussions in PAG meetings about supporting bilingual families, cards are being developed to hand out to bilingual families with contact information for volunteer translators. We have a big need for more help with Vietnamese translation in addition, a Somali and Oromo speaker are needed.

Rainier Valley Cultural Center have been wonderful in allowing us to use their space for meetings, assemblies and events. We need volunteers to help with chairs before and after the Spirit assembly. Also parent, Gordon Hicks has been volunteering to pick up rash in the Colunbia Plaza. Thanks to him and please help us with this if you have time. We need to keep our neighbors happy to ensure continued sharing of the space. 

A new T.shirt will be coming out, contact the Dept. of Neighborhoods Grant Committee with ideas. 

Principal’s Report, Sherrie Encarnacion

Thank you to all parents/guardians for their commitment to building community. Ms. Encarnacion wants to get a temperature reading of how communication between the principal and families is going. Is the principal available and accessible to you? Please feel free to give her feedback on this. Also, look for the yellow flyer that comes home weekly with key information and calendar. Sharing with Sherrie will be on Thursday 9:10-9:40 in the lunch room.

Student work was shared. Parent –teacher conferences are a time to find out how your child is doing. You will see student work in the conferences and this is a time to press teachers to show you where your student is and where he/she needs to go by the end of the year.

Construction of new building at South Shore is on-time. The building will be called South Shore unless parents request an alternative. The New School is the name of a program and can not be used as the name of a building. The School District has strict guidelines about what name can be used, must be one from their list. Connie So will head a committee to survey the school community on name options.

Middle school program design group has met. 6th grade program will be ready for tours in January.

Mr. Fulford, PE teacher, has returned from leave. A letter will be sent to all families from the School District in coming weeks.

Next PAG meeting will be December 19. The program for this event is being put together by Bryan Street and Alysan Croydon. Please let them know your ideas for the holiday celebration event.

Meeting adjourned

Summary of Volunteer Opportunities 

Please contact the PAG co-chairs if interested in any of them

· We need an editor for the Magnificent Journal. Urgent

· Clean up of Columbia Plaza

· Typing and Laminating for Books of Hope

· Chair person for the PAG fundraising Committee

· Volunteers for the After school clubs.

· Translators for Vietnamese, Somali and Oromo Speakers

