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Our annual auction is a tradition and our biggest fundraising event. Last year’s auction raised $47,000! It's also a
great night of camaraderie and community building. The auction proceeds are used to support the growth and
enrichment of our children through the many PTSA programs that help compensate for state and federal budget
limitations. Imagine Pathfinder without our Native Culture Studies program, extra supplies for art, $4,000 in new

books for the library, tutoring programs, exciting all-school assemblies. The money we raise at the auction funds all
of these and more!

Who attends auctions?

Everyone is invited!!!! This event is not limited to Pathfinder parents. Consider inviting grandparents, extended family

members, friends, a favorite neighbor. Anyone interested in children and how school programs are funded should
attend.

I've never been to an auction, what should | expect  ?
When you arrive, you will be given a “paddle” with your bidding number on it and your table assignment. From there,
you enter the “silent auction” area with three sections, each section with it's own closing time. To bid on an item you
like, write down your assigned bid number next to the price you are willing to pay. If it's an item that you can’t possibly
live without, you can put your number at the guaranteed price and that item is yours! If you made non-guaranteed bids
on items, you will want to check on them several times during the evening to make sure that you haven't been outbid.
The closing times will be listed in your program, and the auctioneers will announce upcoming closings.

How does the live auction work?

To bid, you hold up your paddle and watch to make sure the auctioneer acknowledges your bid. You may need to raise
your paddle several times if you are willing to pay more than others for an item. You will also have the opportunity to
donate to Fund-A-Need — direct donation to support a specific item or program. The auctioneer will ask bidders to
make a cash donation at specific dollar amounts; many people can donate at the various levels. Fund-a-need
donations are fully tax-deductible. Another feature of the live auction is the Restaurant Frenzy. During this time,
names of restaurants will be called out and first paddle up gets the certificate. These certificates are sold at face value.
Listen closely so you can get your favorite!




What is the dessert auction all about?
A dessert auction envelope will be on your table. Each diner is encouraged to add money (cash or via bid number) to
the envelope. Your table will designate one person to act as a “runner”. The envelopes will be collected and the
amount donated at each table will be counted. After dinner, table numbers will be announced in order of the most
money donated to the least. When your table number is called, your designated person ‘runs’ to pick the best
remaining dessert. The more money your table donates, the better your dessert choice!

Do | have to spend a lot of money?
This is our major fundraiser so the goal is to raise a lot of money! Of course you are not obligated to buy items or to
spend a certain amount of money. There are items which have a starting prices as low as $15 and range in variety
from gift baskets, to toys, to jewelry, to gift certificates. Even babysitting!! There is always great stuff for every budget!

How do | sign my child up for the school overnight and other group events?
Pathfinder staff and parents always offer fun and special “outside of school” events and adventures each year! These
group events for students and adults will be available at the 1% annual art walk (prior to the auction) and in the silent
auction. Each event will be listed with its price and the maximum number of people allowed. Just put your bid number
down and you guarantee your student or yourself a spot at that event. As events are first come, first served, be sure to
arrive early to make sure your student gets to spend time with that special teacher.

If you are unable to attend one of these events, ask around! Send your request and money with a friend who is
attending!

Will there be a raffle?
Yes, there will be a Live Auction Raffle! The tickets cost $20, but that $20 will allow the winner to choose any one item
from the Live Auction (with the exception of Kid/Clan Art). That's right ... ANY ITEM FROM THE LIVE AUCTION!!
You must be present in order to collect. Other raffles may also take place — stay tuned!

How can | find out the items up for bid ahead of ti  me?

An updated procurement/donation list is available on the Pathfinder website with highlights on the PTSA Hot Sheet,
sent home via kid-mail.

I'll be out of town and can’t come to the auction. There a few items | really want - what can | do?
You may contact a friend that is attending and ask them to make bids for you within the parameters you choose. We
are also very happy to accept direct donations, or contributions for Fund-a-Need even if you can't be there in person.
These donations are fully tax-deductible. Just send us a check (payable to Pathfinder PTSA) and let us know if you
want it targeted to Fund-a-Need or if it's a general donation.

Do | have to get dressed up?
Clown shoes, tutus and red nose optional!

I'm not sure | can get a babysitter — will | havet o miss out?
Once again we are fortunate to have our fabulous Blazing Trails staff offer affordable childcare at Pathfinder/Blazing
Trails on the night of the auction. Stay tuned for details!

Is it OK to bring my own wine?
Beer and wine will be available for purchase/donation. Please do not BYOB as we are responsible for corkage fees
and our license/contract requires that South Seattle Community Center handle all serving of alcoholic beverages.
Bottled water and soft drinks will be plentiful and complimentary.

How is payment handled?
Cash, check and charge are accepted at the auction. You will receive an itemized statement to verify purchases, and
for tax purposes. All items that you bid on and won will be packaged together and ready for pick-up. Please be aware
that Pathfinder PTSA must pay a service fee for every credit card transaction, so if you can help cover this percentage
in your total or use cash or a check, we would appreciate it!

| have some ideas/talents to lend — how can | help?
There is a role for everyone who wants one! There is preparation leading up to the event, day of, and wrap up tasks.
Are you creative? — help is needed decorating the space, and displaying silent auction items. How about general set-
up? Clean-up? Are you the organized type, we need help with check-out/cashiering, and some database work. We
need chefs & bakers to create desserts for the ever-popular dessert auction. And of course, we look to all in the
Pathfinder community to help with procuring great items!

Who should | contact if | need more info?

Your Auction Co-Chairs: Akemi Hart at 937-5415 or makeupbyakemi@earthlink.net, or Lilith Lysistrata at
lilithi@mac.com.




