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April 9, 2008
Welcome back from Spring Break everyone!  I hope everyone had a fun and relaxing break.  Personally, I am quite thrilled that we have hit the spring season.  Spring at John Hay is busy yet a fun and exciting period.  We still have a lot of work to accomplish as well as many enjoyable events to look forward to.  Here’s to a wonderful spring season at John Hay!
Global Reading Challenge 2008
I am pleased to announce that John Hay had an excellent showing in this year’s Global Reading Challenge sponsored by the Seattle Public Library.  On Monday, March 24th, The Half n Half Hansons won their Semi-Final Challenge and will now compete in the Annual City Final on April 22nd with seven other teams from Seattle Public Schools.  The team answered 27 of 30 questions correctly about ten different books.  Team members include Molly Kamicar, Peter Kranwinkle, Imani Apostol, Olivia Dillon, Rebecca Sokol-Snyder, Eileen Vert and Lena Bowe.  Congratulations and Good Luck in the Finals!
John Hay Math Olympics Team Earns 2nd Place in Spring Competition!

On Friday, March 28, ten of our 4th grade students participated in a regional Math is Cool Competition at Mt. Rainier High School in Des Moines, Washington.  Of the 22 teams and over 80 students competing, our 4th grade Matheletes placed 2nd overall in our division.  In addition to a beautiful team plaque, our own Nathan Heile received a trophy for his 3rd place finish in the individual competition overall, and Anjay Chedalawada brought home a 4th  place trophy after a neck and neck tie breaker with his teammate.  Nathan also brought home the School award for achieving top scorer from John Hay School.  

All of the students demonstrated admirable sportsmanship, poise and confidence as they collaborated through four team events and one individual contest.  The Math Is Cool Competition is held every year and provides our Math Olympics Team a culmination experience to work toward and remember.  Math Olympics is part of our Pathways program for high achievers in math.  Try-outs for the club are open to all interested 4th and 5th graders, and occur every September.  

Since last October, eighteen dedicated fourth and fifth grade students have been meeting each Monday after school under the direction of coach and 4th/5th teacher Kari Hanson.  This year’s Fourth Grade Math Olympics team is:  Anjay Chedalawada, Rebecca Sokol-Snyder, Nathan Heile, Peter Kranwinkle, Hannah Zundel-Davis, Eddie Bjarko, Henry Romano-Weller, Morgan Cameron, Rowan Foote, Hank Noland, Chloe Billingslea.  

Our 5th grade team, due to compete on Friday, April 25th, is Jake Cameron, Jamie Maltman, Brett Jones, Imani Apostol, Josh Barwell, Cameron Seibel, and Jonathan Salman.  

Congratulations to all of our Math Olympics mathletes for another year of hard work, diligence, and commitment.

Fiesta 2008:
Despite the cold and snow Fiesta was again a huge hit.  Thank you to everyone who came out to support and celebrate our Spanish Program.  The Evening highlights included: a packed house including families, friends, teachers, and staff in attendance; a beautifully transformed gym/ cafeteria into a colorful Spanish plaza; two enormous buffets featuring pot luck dishes and tacos; and a mini concert performed by the John Hay Chorus.  Thank you to the Spanish Committee and following volunteers who organized and hosted the event, truly making the evening a huge success; Wendi Bernard, Tami Bozorgnia Cline, Andrea Connell, Michele Cutitto, Terri Danielson, Magdalena Rangel de Gross, Sabrina Furia, Staci Jones, Leslie Kempthorne, Jo Ann Marshall, Mary Mascarella, Mariluz Pembe, Sue Sanem, Janet Schooler, and Aimee Truchard.  Futhermore, I would like to thank Abbey Rents and Kaspars for their generous donations.  On another note:  I would like to personally thank Sally Reavis for her leadership and personal commitment over the years to the John Hay Spanish Program.  This is Sally’s last year serving as our Spanish Chair.  Her leadership and influence will leave a lasting legacy which will be truly missed.
Seeds of Compassion:


On Monday, April 14th, John Hay’s 4th and 5th grade students will be participating in the Seeds of Compassion – Children & Youth Day at Key Arena.  Participation in this event is a great opportunity, given our school wide focus around citizenship, which highlights empathy and respect.   Over 16,000 children and youth will attend Seeds of Compassion events at the Seattle Center. The Dalai Lama will speak about exercising compassion, kindness, and caring for others, both locally and around the globe. Students will also tour exhibits and see presentations by other students.  We will leave after the first bell in the morning and I expect that we will be back before lunch.
WASL Grades 3-5

As you may know, our students in grades three through five will be taking the Washington Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) next week.  The testing window will take place from April 14th to May 2nd. Third grade students will take reading and math tests; Fourth grade students will take reading, math, and writing tests; and Fifth grade students will take reading, math, and science tests. 

Although the WASL is not our only measure of student achievement, it does provide critical information to guide our instruction at John Hay. Each year, our staff analyzes test results to determine which content strands in each subject area deserve more focus. This allows us to make continuous improvements to our instruction; and to ensure the highest levels of achievement for each child.

Because the testing window is only three weeks, we only have a few days on which students who are absent can make up portions of the test they missed. Therefore, it is very important that students not be absent for any reason other than serious illness. Please do everything possible to ensure that students are not absent due to vacations or doctor’s appointments during the testing window, April 15th-May 2nd.  In addition, since students cannot enter the testing room after the test has begun, it is imperative that students arrive at school on time each day.
Prior to beginning the WASL, Mr. Baeder and I will be meeting with individual classes in grades 3-5 and will be discussing our expectations as they pertain to the WASL.  Our expectation is that students will do their best work and allow other students to do their best work.  We will explain that the results taken from the WASL give teachers and parents valuable information that allows teachers to design instruction that suits them best.  While the WASL is important, we do not want students getting nervous about taking the test or feeling anxious about their scores.  Listed below is our WASL schedule.  This schedule includes the exact dates our students will be taking the WASL.  Please review the schedule with your students.  When discussing the WASL with your students please discuss the following test taking tips, which come form the Washington State Board of Education
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	Subject
	Date
	Time (approx. 2 hr. block. – may have more than 1 block if needed for different classes within a grade.)

	
	Reading Session 1
	4/21 M
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Reading Session 2 
	4/22 Tu
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Math Session 1 – w/ tools
	4/23 W
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Math session 2 – w/ tools
	4/24 Th
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Math session 3 – w/o tools
	4/25 F
	9:30-11:30 AM
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	Subject
	Date
	Time (approx. 2 hr. block. – may have more than 1 block if needed for different classes within a grade.   Writing may be 3 hr. block.)

	
	Reading Session 1
	4/15 Tu
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Reading Session 2
	4/16 W
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Math Session 1 – w/ tools
	4/18 F
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Math session 2 – w/ tools
	4/21 M
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Math session 3 – w/o tools
	4/22 Tu
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Writing – Session 1
	4/17 Th
	9:15-12:15

	
	Writing – Session 2
	4/23 W
	9:15-12:15
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	Subject
	Date
	Time (approx. 2 hr. block. – may have more than 1 block if needed for different classes within a grade.)

	
	Reading Session 1
	4/18 F
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Reading Session 2 
	4/21 M
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Math Session 1 – w/ tools
	4/22 Tu
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Math session 2 – w/ tools
	4/23 W
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Math session 3 – w/o tools
	4/24 Th
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Science – Session 1
	4/15 Tu
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Science – Session 2
	4/16 W
	9:30-11:30 AM

	
	Science – Session 3
	4/17 Th
	9:30-11:30 AM


General Tips for the WASL period

· Get plenty of sleep.

· Eat a good breakfast.

· Bring a snack to school.

· Get to school on time.

General WASL Strategies

· Read each question carefully and figure out what it is asking you to do.

· Answer all parts of each question.

· Even if you’re unsure, write down what you’re thinking.

· Give a lot of details to support your answer.

· Answer every question.  Even if you’re not sure, give each question your best shot.  You might know more than you think you do.
Hay Way Reminder:

In order to ensure the safety of our students before and after school, please remember the following procedures for student drop-off and pickup:

· Please do not drop off students anywhere except the east indented curb area on Garfield St. The west indented curb area is for buses only.

· Please stay in line when using the Hay Way, and do not load/unload before you reach the indented curb area.

· Please take care when parking or waiting that you do not block the driveways of local residents.

· Please use the crosswalks rather than crossing in the middle of the block. There is not a crosswalk where 3rd Ave meets Garfield St.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

April Curriculum Updates 

Spanish News: Señora Pembe

April: “Abril lluvias mil”


In April we will continue to learn about Mexican and Latin-American traditions with our Market Unit: “El Mercado” with grades 4th and 5th through various simulation activities, dialogues and games. We will also review Geographical Terms and Ecosystems from grades 1st through 5th. Students will be introduced to and practice some weather expressions from grades 1st to 5th according to each grade level expectations.
Kindergarten will be learning and practicing the “Mexican Hat Dance”, also known as "La Raspa" and will work on their own Spanish version of the book “The very Hungry Caterpillar” “La Oruga Muy Hambrienta” which reviews foods and days of the week in Spanish. Kindergarteners will be introduced to Shapes and the Spanish version of “Cookies Week”/”La Semana de Galleta” which also reviews the days of the week. First graders will learn a Traditional South-American dance/game called "El Caballito" (The little horse). Second grade will be learning about "Transportation" and Traveling expressions. Third graders will be also reviewing the Spanish alphabet/sounds focusing on key consonants and correct reading/pronunciation through dictations.

April Gym News: Mr. Sturm


Welcome back, I hope you all had a great spring vacation. I got a chance to go to the Mariners opening night.   I’ve never gone to a baseball game in the snow, at least the home team won.


We will start April with some final volleyball activities and then move into the second round of the President’s Fitness Testing. With good weather we will be running laps to prepare for the mile run some time in early May, when I’m sure the temperature is above freezing or after the last snow fall. During the testing I plan to do a couple of favorite activities to help ease the pain of testing and our mile practice.


Save the date of April 27th for the 3rd Annual Boardwalk 5k Run and Walk, this is an annual fundraiser to help purchase physical education equipment for the Seattle schools. For more information about this event check out, www.schoolkidscomefirst.com. There is also information on the table under the bulletin board, by the main doors.


This years Field Day will be Friday June 6th between 12:00 and 2:30 at Big Howe field. I need 2 or 3 parents to work, at each if the 18 stations. More information and a sign up sheet will be coming in next months Principals page.

News From the Library:  Ms. Schooler
This month, we continue to work hard while discovering the resources available in the library.  First graders are learning how to locate authors and call numbers using the on-line catalog.  Second graders have been using the catalog to locate biographies.  Third graders have moved on to the Dewey Decimal System.  Fourth graders have begun writing the rough drafts of their animal diaries.  And the fifth graders are wrapping up their family artifact presentations.  As a follow-up to our unit on immigration and families we’re hoping to have as a special guest speaker, John Hay parent, Karen Sokol who works with Cambodian immigrants.


This year’s final Reading is Fundamental (RIF) Day will be Tuesday, April 22nd.  In the library we will be “Hitting a Grand Slam for Reading!”

April News from the Music Room: Written by Mr. Warrender

Music for kindergarteners:  

The kindergarteners are gearing up for Kindergarten Night.  We’re practicing the songs and now all we have to do is perfect the cute little hand motions guaranteed to make grandparents smile. Lately, we’ve been talking about respect in music class, in an effort to achieve the tenuous balance between carefree musical fun and ‘Kindergarten Cop-like chaos’.  The Kindergarteners continue to experience a good mix of body percussion, movement songs, listening activities and silly camp songs. We’re learning about the Japanese Star Festival this month as well as enjoying lively and important discussions on the subject of Little Bunny Foo-Foo and why the fairy bunny princess turned him into a goon.  

Music for first and second graders:

After a healthy introduction of rhythmic patterns, the first and second graders are now being introduced to musical notation, including staffs, clefs, notes, dynamics (loud and soft), jumps and steps, melody directions, and lows and highs.  We’re also doing a good amount of listening in class: jazz, classical, African drumming, Asian percussion and flute, Bulgarian vocal music, even Whalesong and other environmental ‘music’.  We’re asking the question “What is music?’, and then, just to make sure we’re not getting too highfalutin, learning a version of Mozart’s Eine kleine Nachtmusik on kazoos.  Meanwhile, the John Hay Chorus is gearing up for an evening of Beatles music in late May.   www.charlesonmusic.com
News from the Art Department: 
Spring has sprung and the Arts abound at John Hay.  Grades K- 5 are busily working on projects that will be exhibited at our year-end arts and literacy celebration, Festival of the Arts, on June 5th.  Our focus this year has been World Arts and we’ve explored the art of cultures from around the globe.  The subjects have been rich and the inspiration plentiful.  We are looking forward to sharing our student’s work with you in June!

News from Ms. Appell, Art Specialist - Grades K-2 

Kindergarteners are discovering many art forms from all around the world this year.  We journeyed to Asia to create dragons for the New Year.  We took an African safari to discover the ornate jewelry worn by the Masaai tribe.  Next we are off to the Pacific Rim to explore the art of island and coastal communities.

1st graders have journeyed down-under, studying Aboriginal art from Australia.  Through this adventure, we have been introduced to various painting and printmaking techniques.  1st grade artists are also venturing into the world of sculpture through paper mache.  Several sessions will be spent creating a Latin American-inspired sun sculpture.  We will finally return closer to home to visit the magnificent totem poles and storytelling traditions of the Northwest Coast Native tribes.

2nd graders have also taken a safari adventure through Africa.  Students have spent several sessions designing and constructing a paper mache mask, inspired by the elaborate and mysterious African masks.  Next the 2nd graders will journey to Asia to learn the delicate brushwork techniques of sumi-e ink painting.  

News from Ms. Grane, Art Specialist - Grades 3-5

It’s been a whirlwind year and we’ve covered many countries and cultures along the way.  These are just a few examples of what’s in store for you at our World Arts Festival…

Third graders have traveled to Asia to look at Japanese Gyotaku (fish printing) and dragons as symbols of the Chinese culture.  They have studied Kente cloth textiles from Ghana and block printing from India. 

Our fourth graders spent a number of sessions creating paper mache masks inspired by the colorful dance and festival masks of Mexico and Guatamala.  If you missed seeing them during Fiesta Fantastica, you’ll find them on display for our World Arts Festival.  We are currently looking at Middle Eastern Architecture and will be creating prints using calligraphy technique.

The fifth graders and our 4/5 split are looking at the art of Ukranian Pysanka.  This ancient process celebrates spring and all that it represents.  Our students will translate traditional designs into colorful prints.  They have also explored radial symmetry through the study of Tibetan Mandalas in a wonderful introspective design project.

Throughout our studies of world arts, we’ve enjoyed music from each of the countries that we’ve explored, thanks to our wonderful music sources, Scott Warrender and Patrick Cone.

There will be more information coming to you about the Festival in the weeks and months ahead.  We will undoubtedly be looking for some volunteers to help with decorations and bulletin boards and hope you’ll be able to join us as we prepare for the big day!

On another exciting Art note……

John Hay will be represented in the Queen Anne Art Walk during the month of May.  Several of our classes have been paired with businesses on top of the hill.  Gini Power’s students have created mixed medium pieces that were inspired by their Islandwood experience.  Their artwork will be featured at Queen Anne Books.  Katie Kaiser’s artists will have their beautiful Sunflower Still Life paintings on view at the Paragon.  MaryLou Laprade’s creative class will have their bright Kente Cloth inspired designs on exhibit at the Bouncing Wall.  This is a wonderful opportunity for our school to connect with the community and give our children a chance to have their beautiful work shown in a gallery-like setting.  The official opening for the show will be the third Thursday in May on the 15th but their work will go on display prior to that date.  We’ll let you know about other exciting news around this special event as things unfold.

Here’s to Spring!

Dan Warren

DATES TO REMEMBER

4/14/08            Seed of Compassion-4-5th grade     9:30-1:00

4/14/08            State WASL window begins (We begin 4/15)

4/17/08            Partners Meeting                             5-7 p.m.

4/23/08            Goal Teams                             3:30-4:30 p.m.

4/25/08            Awards Assembly                             1:45 p.m.

5/1/08              Kindergarten Concert               6:30-7:30 p.m.
5/3/08              John Hay Auction-Sandpoint 

5:00 p.m.
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