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March 12, 2008
Dear John Hay Families,

2nd Trimester Report Cards

As many of you know, the second trimester ended Friday, March 7th.  Report Cards will be sent home with students on Monday, March 17th.  In previous years it has been the practice of John Hay teachers to write individual narratives which were sent home with second trimester report cards.   As we explore new ways to better serve students and to communicate with all families, teachers will be using the time previously spent writing narratives to connect with families of students who need additional support.
New Lunchroom Manager!
I am pleased to announce that we have a new Lunchroom Manager, Christine George, who has been assigned to John Hay long term.  This is quite exciting!   I asked Christine to write a short autobiographical paragraph to serve as an introduction.  
"I was most recently an Assistant at Olympic Hills and have floated as a manager for three years in Nutrition Services.  I'm happy to be here and help the John Hay students make smart nutritious choices for breakfast and lunch.  I welcome the staff and parents to come in and have lunch.  Each day we offer a full salad bar with fresh fruits and vegetables, plus your choice of entree.  I will also have "teacher" salads daily.  On the personal side, I have three boys, (that includes my husband, Marc) Simon 13 and John 11, both attend Salmon Bay School. I hope to ride my bicycle to work at least once a week from my home in Broadview.  (I used to ride everyday to Olympic Hills).”

Lost & Found

As the weather warms the Lost & Found pile grows!  Please check online for lost items at the John Hay website http://www.seattleschools.org/schools/johnhay.   A link will take you to a photo slide show of the current lost items in the Lost & Found.  Be sure to stop by the Lost & Found while attending Fiesta Fantastica on Friday, March 28th.  All unclaimed items will be donated over Spring Break.  
Note From Mr. Baeder:  Volunteer and Chaperone Background Checks
State law requires that classroom volunteers and field trip chaperones pass a criminal background check through Washington State Patrol. This check is conducted electronically at no cost, and is confidential. If you plan to volunteer in a classroom or chaperone field trips, please see the Volunteer Office for the necessary form, and please bring your driver's license or other state photo ID. Thank you for your cooperation in this effort, which ensures the safety of our students.  Additionally, thank you for your gift of time as a volunteer at John Hay.

March Curriculum Updates
News from the Library: Ms. Schooler

The 13th annual Global Reading Challenge was March 4th in the John Hay Library and the competition was fierce!  Seven teams of fourth and fifth graders competed for the honor of representing John Hay at the Semi-Finals on March 24th.   The winning team is The Half ‘n Half Hanson’s.  Imani Apostol, Rebecca Sokol-Snyder, Peter Kranwinkle, Olivia Dillon, Lena Bowe, Molly Kamicar and Eileen Vert are all in Ms. Hanson’s class.


All of the participants worked together as a team to answer twenty four questions concerning ten books that each team was responsible for reading.  The winning team won by a margin of only one question!  That’s how prepared all of the teams were.  For several weeks they have been meeting once a week at lunchtime to answer practice questions and work on strategy.  

Congratulations to all of the teams: The Global Readers, The Bookworms, The Rockin’ Readers, The Power Hour Readers, The Double H Jaguars and Olin and the Chipmunks.  You worked hard and Ms. Schooler is proud of all of you!

Spanish News: Ms. Pembe

Hola todos!

In March we will be coming back to numbers, seasons, days of the week, months of the year and weather through various activities according to each grade level expectation.

We will also be finishing one "Restaurante" unit which has been very popular among most of the students 1-5. We will be finishing our art projects with third and fourth grades to exhibit during "Fiesta Fantástica". Third grade students are working hard on their "Mexican Metal Tooling" projects and fourth graders will be painting their "Mesoamerican Masks". Fifth graders will start their project: "Loteria Cards".

Kindergarten will be doing a play about the "Three Little Pigs" in Spanish and playing "La vivora de la mar" song/game. They will be also learning about basic foods through the Spanish version of "The Very Hungry Caterpillar" called "La oruga muy hambrienta" and learn a Mexican dance called "La Raspa". First graders will learn a new South-American dance called "el caballito". First and second grade will be introduced to the Spanish "Alphabet". Second grade will be learning about "Transportation". We will be reviewing the Spanish alphabet/sound and correct pronunciation with third grade, through dictation of sentences.

Fourth and fifth graders will start their new unit "EL mercado" to expand on our restaurant unit and reinforce trading skills, our classroom will become a market where students will have to make decisions by sticking to a limited budget and making choices that many people face when purchasing goods, especially in Central and South America.

We will be closing with our "Fiesta Fantástica" on March 28th.   I hope to see you then!

News from the Gym:  Mr. Sturm
Let me start by thanking all parents that supported the skating unit by sending a helmet with their child or who came and helped tie up roller skates. The two week unit just "rolls" by and is always popular.

After skating we will do two weeks of volleyball, using a variety of objects to hit into the air and over the net. There's nothing like an exciting game of balloon volleyball, no matter what your age. We will finish up this unit with group games geared to the different grade levels. Volleyball for the intermediate grades is one of the favorite activities and play usually continues long after the unit has ended, during other gym time.

 
To finish the month off we will start our second round of the President's Fitness Testing, culminating with the mile run in late April or early May.

 
Save Sunday April 27th, 2008 for the 3rd Annual Boardwalk 5K Run and Walk at Husky Stadium. Funds for this event support and expand equipment for the Physical Education Equipment Resource Center (PEERC). This is what buys the roller skates and other equipment I share with other P.E. teachers around the city. There is a registration fee for the run/walk. In addition there are "free" family events.
  9:15 AM
Family Walk of Champions

10:15 AM
Carnival of Activities

10:45 AM
Post Event Celebration and Awards Ceremony
Please see me for more information or a flyer.
News from the Music Room: Written by Mr. Warrender
Music for kindergarteners:  

If you hear the curious chant of ‘Spongebob Squarepants, rest, rest, rest!’ coming from the music room, have no fear.  It’s just one step in the process of teaching students to read music, create and play rhythmic patterns, and write out their own musical notation.  This month, the students will be working on performance pieces for both the ‘Fiesta Fantastica’ and the upcoming kindergarten performance evening. We will also be learning about musical dynamics courtesy of Joseph Haydn and his Surprise Symphony, and Call and Response singing, using fun Calypso and Cajun folk music.  Most of the students will also be able to tell you which fruit provides a great source of potassium. (It’s an inside joke.)
Music for first and second graders:

Many of the first and second grade classes have graduated from simple rhythmic chants to reading musical notation, in some cases creating their own written patterns and performing them in class. We will be incorporating ‘A-Rhythm-tic’ (clever, huh?), which utilizes musical notation values (notes and rests) in addition and subtraction equations. This is a great way to support the music/math connection.  This month, we will be focusing on the percussion and mallet instruments: Djembes (African drums), xylophones (wood), and metallophones (metal), while learning to play in an ensemble (ensemble = together).  The rhythmic patterns (ostinatos) we have learned will be combined with student improvisation to create a piece each class will present on the John Hay Music website, via pod cast.   www.charlesonmusic.com 

Sincerely,

Dan Warren
DATES TO REMEMBER

 

 

 
3/17/08            Report Cards Sent Home w/Students

 
3/21/08            Professional Development Day
NO SCHOOL 

 
3/26/08            Awards Assembly                            9:45 AM
 
3/28/08            Fiesta Fantastica                             6:00-9:00 PM
 
3/31/-4/4          Spring Break
 
4/14-5/2           WASL testing window
