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Dear John Hay Families,

Our students begun 2008 demonstrating the same academic intensity that we left off with in 2007.  During the past few weeks, I have been extremely impressed with the level of work and concentration our students have displayed in the classroom.  Furthermore, I am quite proud of how our students have demonstrated what it means to be a Star Citizen.  As defined by our Student Council last year, a Star Citizen is a student who:  Reaches out to others, Treats others as the want to be treated, Creates a positive learning environment, Welcomes new people, Demonstrates public stewardship, and Appreciates differences in others.  
Camp Islandwood:

 
On Monday, I had the opportunity to spend the day with our 5th graders up at camp Islandwood.  Despite the fact that it was quite cold, students spent most of the day in their field groups, which introduced the topics and curriculum they will be taught during their stay.   Islandwood is located on Bainbridge Island and is truly one of the nicest “camps” I have ever seen.   I spent the majority of my Monday with “Team Cloud” from Ms. Haris’ class and was quite impressed with their curiosity and level of questioning.  Sometimes an adult, I find it easy to forget how interesting the world actually is.  I was reminded of this after our group was introduced to the composting toilet located in one of the Islandwood facilities.  For whatever reason this really sparked the interest of most my group, myself included.  I was impressed with how quickly our students formulated questions, such as “can we see the compost?”  “what is the compost used for?” and “what the does the compost smell like?”      
Math-Tastic 2008:


Last Thursday John Hay hosted our annual Math-Tastic event.  I would like to congratulate everyone on a wonderful evening.  This year, our primary academic focus has been on increasing student achievement in Mathematics.  The evening provided a fun opportunity for students, families, and staff to gather and play math games.  Participation in the event has continued to grow over the years.  Thank you to our Math goal team for hosting such a fun event and thank you to everyone who attended.  
February Curriculum Updates:

Starting in January of 2008, John Hay’s specialists and I began posting monthly curriculum updates to better inform families as to what is taking place in PE, Library, and Spanish.  In an effort to save trees, the updates will be posted electronically the first week of each month in Parent Organizer.  Listed below are the updates for February.  Please let me know if you have any questions.  
February News from the Gym:  Written by Mr. Sturm

On February 25th we will be starting our yearly skating unit, lasting two weeks.  This year as usual, the children can bring their own roller skates, or use the skates provided. In addition, children with roller blades are welcome to bring them provided they bring all their protective gear, i.e. elbow, wrist and kneepads, and helmet. This gear is required for individuals to use their roller blades at school, as these items are an important part of rollerblading equipment.  Anyone else who has this equipment is encouraged to bring it for his or her protection with regular roller skates. If you only have a helmet bring it to use during skating.  Please have all equipment marked with your child’s name.  Please don’t feel you need to buy skates or protective equipment, for our school skating unit.  I will have some knee and elbow pads, wrist guards, but no helmets.  

One last important piece of equipment that will help your child during skating is an extra pair of socks: they help in the fitting of skates and aid in the prevention of blisters.  If you are at school volunteering in your child’s class for these weeks, feel free to stop by the gym and help tie skates, hold up a few kids or watch Mr. Sturm fall.   Thanks for your support of this program.  If you have any questions call me at school.  The number is (206) 252-2112.

February News from the Library:  Written by Ms. Schooler
Lost mittens, fuzz frenzies, fleeting snowflakes, and wild animals! It’s all happening in the library.

After reading the folktale, The Mitten, the kindergartners have been displaying their acting skills as animals using a mitten to escape the cold.  The first graders continue with their study of the author/illustrator Janet Stevens with the book The Great Fuzz Frenzy.  Ms Ewbanks’ class is adapting this story of what happens when a green tennis ball is dropped into a prairie dog tunnel into a play that will be performed for the other first grade classes.  Some second graders are polishing up their animal haiku while others have moved on to the genre of biography.  We’ve been fascinated by the story of Wilson Bentley and his life long quest to photograph snowflakes.


Location, location, location.  The third graders continue to use their knowledge of the alphabet in their quest to find books on the fiction shelves.  We’ll soon be moving on to non-fiction and The Dewey Decimal System.  The fourth graders have begun researching an animal in order to write a diary from that animal’s perspective and the fifth graders have been reading about immigrants to the United States and how objects can represent cultural memories.


Thursday, February 14th will be our next Reading is Fundamental (RIF) Day.  We will celebrate reading and books by celebrating the life of our sixteenth president, Abraham Lincoln. 

Spanish in February- Written by Señora Pembe

Before Mid-Winter break:

Kindergarteners will be learning "La Granja" and "La vívora de la Mar" songs to learn about animals, after and exciting week of working with clay and paint.  Second and Third grades will be finishing their Animals Units. Second grade has been expanding on Farm animals and Pets and we have been covering Zoo and Rain Forest animals with Third Grade. We will be playing some fun concentration and Bingo games to review animals. Fourth Grade will review and expand on body parts according to grade level expectations. We will continue studying article-noun, and article-gender correspondence as well as plural and singular nouns with 4th and 5th grades.

After Mid-Winter break:

All grade levels from K-5 will be introduced to "El Restaurante" to cover our food unit during the rest of the month, maybe you will get to hear a few Spanish words at meal time or when you visit your favorite Mexican restaurant. 

Preparation to Fiesta Fantástica coming up in March - 
Students in First Graders will be working on their projects for "Fiesta Fantástica" during the first weeks of February and we will continue to need volunteers help in our Spanish classroom. Parents are welcome! Come and help and learn with our  "Talavera Mexican Tiles" projects.  Third graders will start their "Mexican metal tooling'' projects. Volunteer help needed! Please contact your homeroom teacher for details.  Fourth Graders will begin working on painting their Mayan masks.  Fifth graders will get started on their "Mexican Loteria" posters with oil pastels after coming back from an exhausting week of camping.

Personal Note:


On a personal note, January was a wonderful month for both my wife and I.  On January 8th at 11:15 PM, my wife gave birth to a beautiful baby girl.  Abigail Marie Warren was born weighing 7 lbs and 15 oz and 19.5 inches long.  I cannot express how much we have appreciated the John Hay community during this time.  I have truly felt touched by the number of people asking about my wife and our new little girl.  Thank you so much for all your support and well wishes.

Sincerely,

Dan Warren
