Principal’s Page

December 12, 2007

Dear John Hay Families,

I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a wonderful holiday season!  During the past two weeks, our students have done a great job focusing; a difficult task at this time of year.  I have been impressed with the level of intensity in the classroom displayed by our students and staff, specifically in mathematics.  Last Friday evening, our John Hay Chorus performed during the annual Holiday Magic Festival on Queen Anne Ave.   The evening was great fun, the weather cooperated, and our students did a fantastic job performing.  
Toys for Tots Project - Proposed by Zoe Petrak (5th Grade student)                                   Last week, Zoe Petrak met with me proposing the idea that the students at John Hay sponsor a toy drive in effort to support children who do not have toys for the holidays.  After hearing her proposal, I recommended that she propose this idea to the student council, which she did last Thursday.  After hearing and approving the idea, our student council began making posters in an effort to advertise the toy drive campaign.  Here is her proposal:   
For the next two weeks, the Student Council is sponsoring a toy drive through the Toys for Tots organization. If you wish to participate, please bring New and Unwrapped gifts to the bins in the hallway by the office between now and December 20th.  Please check toys for recalls and suitability.  The toys will be delivered just in time for the holidays!  Thank you. 
New Technology at John Hay

If you have had the opportunity to be in our classrooms during the past week, you will have noticed an exciting new addition.  Last week, each of our classrooms received a significant technology upgrade thanks to Seattle voters who approved the $178 million Capital levy on February 3, 2004.  The levy is in the process of funding nearly 700 facility improvement projects and technology upgrades at every school in the district.  Last week, each of classrooms (K-5) received a new presentation station, including a classroom computer, document camera, and projector.  This new technology will combine the attributes of an overhead and an opaque projector; allowing for more practical instructional implementation.  Specifically, this will allow teachers the opportunity to project documents, student work, objects that are too small or delicate for students to handle, etc.  Students will benefit as the new technology results in greater opportunities for students and teachers to share their thoughts, ideas, and work.  Furthermore, I would like to thank our John Hay Partners who funded the purchase of carts for the presentation stations.  Keeping current with technology is an ongoing project and we are very pleased about the recent upgrades.
Winter Concert Information from Scott Warrender

This Thursday, December 13th, K-2 students and members of the John Hay Chorus will be performing a winter concert.  If your child is participating, please have them in place in the auditorium (cafeteria) seated with their class by 6:25pm.  Please keep your child’s coat and do not take students to their classrooms (This is a change).  The entire concert should last no more than 30-40 minutes.  For this reason we are requesting that all students remain seated until the end of the concert, when they can join the sing-a-long.  We are asking that students wear something nice (please do not feel that you are required to buy anything special for the concert- these are just suggestions): Boys; dark pants (brown, black, or blue) and a nice shirt.  Girls; dark pants with a blouse or a dress.  John Hay Chorus; dark pants or skirt & John Hay t-shirt.  If you have any questions or comments, feel free to contact me.  If anyone is interested in helping out with the concert, please let me know at scottaw@speakeasy.net or 206.972.7089.  It would be greatly appreciated.
Conferences 2007

In my last Principal’s Page, I asked for feedback regarding your preferences between the 3 Day Conference Schedule and the 7 day ½ day schedule.  Thank you to everyone who returned the feedback forms.  Based on the feedback that I have received so far, 93 families prefer the 3-day schedule, 7 families prefer the ½ Day, and 3 families do not have a preference. 
Comments in support of the 3 day schedule included;

· “We have noticed that ½ days simply do not seem as productive.  3 days of no school is less disruptive to the classroom than 2 weeks of a shortened schedule.  This schedule works great for our family.”  
· “Arranging after school care is very difficult for working parents for ½ day increments.”

Comments in support of the ½ day schedule included;

· “I like having short days as opposed to no day, but I’m also in favor of whatever works best for the school in general.”

· “Working moms miss 3 days of work and this is really hard on our schedule.  It is hard to find daycare for that time.”
Based on the feedback from teachers and families, if given the option again next year, we will pursue the 3 day conference schedule.  Thank you again to everyone who returned feedback forms!
Reminder:  Early Dismissal at 2:20 pm on Friday, December 21, 2007.
Thank you,

Dan Warren

Principal
