Principal’s Page

November 28, 2007
Dear John Hay Families,

Welcome back everyone!  I hope you all had a relaxing Thanksgiving holiday.  The next four weeks promise to be very exciting with winter concerts, debate tournaments, drama performances, and more.  Congratulations on a great first trimester!

Move-a-Thon
I am pleased to announce that as of November 16th, we reached our Move-a-thon goal by generating $79,021.  Thanks to the monstrous efforts of our students and the generosity of the John Hay community, this year’s move-a-thon was again a gigantic success.  Not only does this event continue to be a wonderful community building activity, it also continues to generate funds that directly support student programs here at John Hay.  We all owe a big thank you to our Move-a-thon chairs, Stacy Sikora, Ali Bassett, Michelle Elwell, Peggy Vert, and Mary Steele.  Thank you again to all of our volunteers who made this possible.  These funds are essential to many of our programs.  We couldn't function the same way without them and your support of the school is deeply appreciated.  
Conferences 2007 - Please provide feedback
As you know, John Hay was granted permission to move to a 3-day conference schedule; meaning instead of classes, we had conferences the week of the Thanksgiving holiday.  Most of the district follows a half day schedule; students attended school in the morning and conferences were held in the afternoon.  Based on informal feedback from families, it appears that given the opportunity, most families would like to continue with the 3- day schedule.  In order to insure that I have accurate feedback that represents the majority of John Hay families, I am asking that families complete and return the attached conference feedback form to the main office.  Thank you.
K-2 Winter Concert 
On Thursday, December 13th at 6:30 pm, K-2 students will be presenting a Winter Concert, celebrating the sounds of winter.  Mr. Warrender, our music artist in residence  will lead the concert.   Please bring your students to the school that night by 6:15 pm.  We are asking that families keep their children's coats with them in the cafeteria and send the students to their classes. Teachers who are able to attend that evening or classroom representatives will bring the students into the cafeteria at 6:25 pm.  The program will last approximately 40 minutes.

Search and Give

Search and Give is a great way for schools to generate income simply by getting parents, teachers, and students to use the Search and Give search engine at www.searchandgive.com.  After a user has registered and then selected the charity/school of choice (a one-time process), Microsoft will donate 1 penny for each search performed by that visitor to their designated school.  This is great way to create income for the school simply by using an alternate search engine.  Since almost everyone is using Google or another search tool, donations can be made with very little extra effort required other than book marking the Live Search page and remembering to use it.  It's a brand new program launched in September of 2007 and already over 6,000 schools nationwide are participating.  For more info about the program, including instructions on how to get started, at http://club.live.com/sg_help.aspx .   If you have specific questions regarding Search and Give, please feel free email Erin Munday at themundays@comcast.net.
Note From Mr. Baeder re: Inclement Weather Reminder

As we start to experience more and more inclement weather, it is important that we share a common understanding of the procedures for handling changes in the school schedule.  If severe weather makes it necessary to change the school schedule, the superintendent will announce late arrival, early dismissal, or closure of the district through major media outlets, as well as at www.schoolreport.org.  This website will always contain the most up-to-date information.  Unless there is a listing for Seattle Public Schools at schoolreport.org, all schools and programs are operating on a normal schedule.  If the decision is made to close schools for the day, an announcement will be made by 6:00 AM.

In the event of a late arrival or early dismissal, please make transportation arrangements if you normally drive your child to and from school. Students should not be dropped off early on late arrival days, nor left at school after an early dismissal.  Buses may be delayed on severe weather days, but they will always run unless school is cancelled. Please be aware that students may arrive at home early if school is dismissed early in order to avoid unsafe road conditions.

Severe weather also makes it even more important to observe our drop off and pickup procedures.  If it is raining, please allow extra time for dropping students off on the Hay Way.  The drop off zone is on the north side of the school (eastbound only).  Please do not pull into the parking lot or bus zones to drop students off, as this creates unpredictable traffic patterns that, combined with reduced visibility from the rain, present a serious safety issue for our students. Thank you for helping to make John Hay a safe place for our students.   
Important Dates to Remember

Friday, 11/30

John Hay Spirit Day/Twin Day

Friday, 11/30

Star Student Pizza Lunch 

Friday, 12/7

Holiday Magic on Queen Anne Ave. (John Hay Chorus)

Thursday, 12/12
Partners Meeting


5:00 – 7:00 PM

Thursday, 12/13
K-2 Winter Concert


6:30 PM

Wednesday, 12/19
Goal Team Meetings


3:30 PM

Thursday, 12/20
Star Student Pizza Lunch 

Friday, 12/21

Awards Assembly


9:45 AM

Friday, 12/21

Early Dismissal


2:20 PM

Apple Cup 2007



WSU 
42 

UW  35
Sincerely, 

Dan Warren, Principal

Cut -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

John Hay Elementary

Parent/ Teacher Conference Feedback Form

Please complete one form per family.  Thank you.

In the future I would prefer:

____ 3 Day Conference Schedule 

(No school for students)
____ ½ Day Conference Schedule 

(Early dismissal for students at 1:10 PM each day for 7 days)

Comments:

___________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
