Principal’s Page

October 17, 2007

Dear John Hay Families,

Curriculum Night Overview:

Thank you to everyone who attended Curriculum Night last Thursday evening.  This was a wonderful opportunity for families to meet their child’s teacher and gain a better understanding of expectations and the specific curriculum that will be taught this year.  The event also provided a chance to meet our new Spanish Teacher, Mariluz Pembe; our new K-2 Visual Arts instructor, Nicole Appell; and our new Vocal Music instructor, Scott Warrender.  Finally, the evening provided me with an opportunity to talk more about our new math curriculum, Everyday Math.  If you were unable to attend, my power point presentation will be available on the John Hay website http://www.seattleschools.org/schools/johnhay/.
Move-a-thon (This Friday !!- October 19th):
Get Ready, Get Set, MOVE!!  Only 2 days left until Move-a-thon Day when students, teachers and staff will be “moving” (walking, jogging, running) on a course around our school as part of John Hay's 19th annual Move-a-thon.  This is an important fundraising event for our school.  We have an ambitious goal of $75,000 (average of $160 per student to make our goal).  Our success depends on all of us -- students, parents, teachers and the community working together to support and contribute whatever we can.  Come celebrate and cheer as your child “moves” this Friday. THANK YOU ALL for helping to make this a special FUNdraising event!
Last year, many of us were touched by a generous donation given by a long time John Hay volunteer, Mr. K., of whom, many of you are familiar. The Move-a-thon has always been one of his favorite volunteer activities.  In 2005, Mr. K and his wife moved to New York.  Tragically, few days before last year’s Move-a-thon, Mr. K’s wife, Mae Rita passed away.  

Mr. K surprised us by sponsoring every child at John Hay with $1.00 per lap as a tribute to Mae Rita.  Many of the children touched by Mr. K’s generosity ran last year as “Mae Rita Runners”.  Other parents and members of the John Hay community added to Mr. K’s tribute by sponsoring all of John Hay’s children running in the Move-a-thon.

We’re happy to report that Mr. K has returned to Seattle and to John Hay.  We would like to continue the example of spirit of community and generosity he gave us last year by adding to the tribute he started.  Please consider a gift to sponsor all of the John Hay Move-a-thon participants.  For example, a penny per child per lap works out to about a $35 gift.  Just write “May Rita Runner” on your child’s pledge envelope along with your pledge amount when you return it after the Move-a-thon.

In case of rain, we do have an alternate plan in place for Friday’s event.

Parent/ Teacher Conference Schedule:

We are one of the schools not following the school district calendar for conferences.  This year Parent/ Teacher conferences will be on November 19th, 20th, and 21st.  There will be NO SCHOOL on these three days, however we will have regular school days the week prior (November 13-16).  If you have not already scheduled an appointment with your child’s teacher, please schedule a time as soon as possible.  We want to make sure we find a time that works for your schedule and it is very difficult to reschedule once all the dates/ time slots are filled.
Note from Mr. Baeder:
As the weather gets colder, please make sure your child is wearing clothing appropriate for the weather. Students should bring jackets to school each day, and should plan on playing outside in light rain (in the event of heavy rain or lightning, students will not go outside). Please make sure that jackets are clearly labeled with the student's name.  If your child is missing any clothing, please be sure to check the Lost & Found. 
Halloween (October 31st):
In the spirit of fun and tradition, John Hay celebrates Halloween each year.  Individual teachers will send out information about celebrations this week.  Reminder this is also an Early Release Day – dismissal at 1:20 PM. 

If your child’s classroom is dressing up, please remind your child that ANY accessory that looks like a weapon, even a play weapon (regardless of size) is strictly prohibited.  Violations of this policy may result in a student being removed from his/her class party.  These items include: toy knives, spears, guns, swords, light sabers, ninja paraphernalia, etc. 

We realize that some parents and families do not participate in Halloween or other holiday celebrations.  Everyone is made to feel comfortable whether they dress up or not – so the choice is yours.  We always provide an alternative activity in the library.  Just let your teacher know if you or your child would prefer not to be a part of the Halloween celebrations. 

Changing Plans/ Play Dates:
The front office has experienced a large amount of calls between 2:00 - 3:20 PM in an effort to change their child’s daily plans.  While we understand that plans do change and emergencies arise, the unintended result is that there are too many interruptions during the last portion of the academic day.  Please help us avoid interruptions by planning ahead whenever possible.  Thank you.
Sincerely,

Dan Warren, Principal
 
Important Dates

 

 
10/18/07              Partners Meeting                                      
5-7 PM
 
10/19/07              Move-a-thon - John Hay fundraiser
 
10/26/07              Awards Assembly                           

9:45 AM
 
10/31/06              Early Release – 2 hour early dismissal      
1:20 PM
 
11/12/07              Veteran’s Day – NO SCHOOL
 
11/15/07              Partners Meeting                                       
5-7 PM
 
11/19 – 11/21      Parent/Teacher Conferences - No Students
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