Principal’s Page

September 26, 2007
Dear John Hay Families,


It is incredible that we are already one month into the school year.  Time is flying by.  Based on the actions/ attitudes of our students, it seems clear that everyone is back into a routine and excited about learning.  Our primary goal in September is to our get students focused academically.  That means that October is the time when we begin rolling out our programs such as Art, Music, Drama, Pathways, Sound Partners, and Math Tutors.  

The time is going to pass quickly this year, as it always does.  My wife continues to remind me (with great excitement) that next week is October and then we're into the holiday season – only 13 weeks to the end of 2007.  This holds special significance for me this year.  I'm very pleased to announce that my wife and I are expecting our first child, a girl, in late January. 
Arts at John Hay
As many of you may have already heard, last year we experienced a large turn-around in staff members for many of our Arts programs.   We have filled these "Artist in Residence" positions with high quality instructors who are both passionate about teaching our students and about their specific fields. 
Vocal Music- Scott Warrender: 
Scott has enjoyed a successful career as a professional musician, composer, and music director.  He has a BA in Music Education and has a WA Teaching certificate with endorsements in choral, general, and instrumental music.  Scott will also be continuing the John Hay Chorus which is very exciting. 
Visual Art- Nicole Appell:  
Nicole Appell will join Carolyn Grane as a valued member of our Art team.  Ms. Grane will continue to work with students in grades 3-5 and Ms. Appell will work with students in grades K-2.  She is a Seattle artist who specializes in working with youth in community art projects.  A graduate of the University of Washington School of Art, Ms. Appell received her Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Visual Arts in 1998.  
Drama- Grades 3-5: 
This year we will be working with the Seattle Children’s Theater.  Each classroom, grades 3-5, will have three 5-week sessions of Drama using classroom content as the focus as well as our Steps to Respect Anti Bulling curriculum. 
4th/5th Instrumental Music- Mark Oesterle:  
Mr. Oesterle has been teaching in Seattle for 7 years.  This is his third year teaching Instrumental music.  He has previously taught middle school band and marimbas at Salmon Bay, and regularly teaches at the Summer Music Program in Seattle.
New Spanish Teacher!

La Señora Pembe is a native Spanish speaker from Bogota, Colombia. She earned a Business degree from the University of La Salle in Colombia and an Education Degree through the University of Commerce in Texas. She taught Bilingual Education in first grade for 3 years in Texas before moving to the Northwest. She also taught first grade in a dual immersion program in Portland, Oregon and kindergarten in Mukilteo. She really loves teaching Spanish at John Hay and hopes to be part of the school community for a long time.

Sister Schools:
This year John Hay will be participating in the Sister School Program, which will generate supplies for a school in Uganda.

There are three main components to the program:
· Through a slide presentation and discussion, students will see what it is like to live and grow up in Uganda.  Special attention is given to contrasting the conditions in the schools of these countries with those in our own.  Students not only gain a greater understanding of the world around them, but also a greater appreciation of the resources and opportunities available to them in their own school.
 
· Following the small group presentations, students are encouraged to take part in a two week supply drive for school supplies, books, clothing and other needed items. (See Supply Drive Guidelines for a list of requested items)  The donated materials are then sorted and shipped to the selected schools in the program.
 

· Following the distribution of the supplies in February, a second slide show is given showing the actual presentation of supplies to the recipient schools, students and teachers.  Students get to see the direct effect of their generosity.  Whatever their age, our children see firsthand the difference they can make when they decide to take action.

It is our hope that Sister Schools, in partnership with other like-minded organizations, will be a springboard for social involvement for our students; helping each individual child develop an awareness of the needs of those less fortunate and an appreciation of their own ability to effect positive change.  There are no fees to participate in the Sister Schools program and materials will be provided to promote the supply drive, educate teachers, staff and parents about the incredible opportunity the Sister Schools program offers.
Note from Mr. Sturm - 2007 Governor’s Health Bowl:

John Hay has the opportunity to participate in the Washington State Governor’s Health Bowl.  This is part of “The Healthiest State in the Nation” Campaign.  For John Hay’s involvement we are keeping track of our minutes and miles, walking, jogging and running during recess and gym class.  The goal for the state, with all schools participating, is to log 5 million miles before the cutoff date.  All minutes and miles are recorded at Healthieststate.org.  The campaign will run until November 1st, at which time two schools will be awarded $5,000.00 for the top mileage.  
Make exercise a family affair.  Take your kids biking, hiking, or swimming – play a game of soccer at the park or catch in the backyard, and then log your miles and minutes on the Healthiest State in the Nation web site.  Most of all have fun getting fit!
Note from Mr. Baeder:
Please remember to drop students off only in the Hay Way loading zone on Garfield Street. Please do not park or drop students off in bus zones, on corners, or in areas with signage prohibiting parking. The #4 Metro bus cannot turn the corner from 2nd Ave onto Galer Street if cars are parked in front of the Queen Anne Gym, and illegal parking in other areas contributes to further traffic problems. Please also avoid U-turns, parking on the wrong side of the street, and other maneuvers that increase the risk of an accident.
If you live nearby, please consider having your child walk to school. Traffic around John Hay is very heavy before and after school, so we are striving to reduce the number of vehicles bringing students to school each day. October 3 is National Walk to School Day, so this is a great time to explore walking routes to school; maps are available on our website. If walking is not an option, please consider making carpool arrangements with another family. If you are eligible for school bus transportation and wish to initiate bus service, please contact Justin Baeder at 252-2106.
Parent/ Teacher Conferences:


John Hay was granted permission from the District and the State to go back to the Full Day conferencing schedule.  This year, students will attend school regular full days from November 13th- November 16th.  Then there will be NO SCHOOL on November 19th, 20th, and 21st.  Conferences are scheduled on these three days.  Please be sure to make an appointment on Curriculum Night (October 11th), we want to make sure we find a time that works for your schedules.  It is very difficult to reschedule once all of the dates/time slots are filled.  
Sincerely,

Dan Warren, Principal
Important Dates:
October 2nd

Picture Day
October 5th

Sister School Assembly


1:30 PM

October 8th

Adv. Learning Apps. Deadline

3:30 PM

October 11th

Curriculum Night



6:00-8:00 PM

October 12th 

NO SCHOOL – Teacher Waiver Day
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