Principal’s Page

September 12, 2007

Dear John Hay Families,
First off, I would like to congratulate our staff, students, and families on a wonderful beginning to the 2007-2008 school year.  Personally, I found it extremely inspiring to see how excited our students were to be back.  While the first day is filled with a nervous excitement, it was clear that our students were eager to return.  We kicked off the new school year with an all school assembly.  We were fortunate to have Mr. Mark Salman a highly renowned classical concert pianist and John Hay parent, perform a short concert for our students.  Mr. Salman shared a number of pieces from Beethoven to Mozart.  After the concert Mr. Salman talked about his journey in becoming a concert pianist and numerous hours required of practice.    We used this demonstration to highlight the fact that discipline and hard work are needed to achieve at the highest of levels both in academics and in life.   
New Math Curriculum!

The Seattle Public School District has adopted a new Math curriculum K-5.  This is a significant change given the fact that all elementary schools district wide (with a few exceptions) will all be using the same curriculum which will be paced at the same time. Over the summer teachers and administrators were trained using the new curriculum and are feeling excited about the program. There are a number of features that distinguish the Everyday Mathematics curriculum. These include: 

· Real-life Problem Solving
Everyday Mathematics emphasizes the application of mathematics to real world situations. Numbers, skills and mathematical concepts are not presented in isolation, but are linked to situations and contexts that are relevant to everyday lives. The curriculum also provides numerous suggestions for incorporating mathematics into daily classroom routines and other subject areas.

· Balanced Instruction
Each Everyday Mathematics lesson includes time for whole-group instruction as well as small group, partner, or individual activities. These activities balance teacher-directed instruction with opportunities for open-ended, hands-on explorations, long-term projects and on-going practice.

· Multiple Methods for Basic Skills Practice
Everyday Mathematics provides numerous methods for basic skills practice and review including  written and choral fact drills, mental math routines, practice with fact triangles (flash cards of fact families), daily sets of review problems called math boxes, homework, timed tests and a wide variety of math games.

· Emphasis on Communication
throughout the Everyday Mathematics curriculum students are encouraged to explain and discuss their mathematical thinking, in their own words. Opportunities to verbalize their thoughts and strategies give children the chance to clarify their thinking and gain insights from others.

· Enhanced Home/School Partnerships
For grades 1-3, daily Home Links provide opportunities for family members to participate in the students' mathematical learning. Study Links are provided for most lessons in grades 4-6, and all grades include periodic letters to help keep parents informed about their children's experience with Everyday Mathematics
For more information regarding Everyday math feel free to talk to me, your teacher, or go to http://everydaymath.uchicago.edu.
2007 WASL Results

As you may have already read in the newspaper, John Hay students demonstrated impressive results WASL wise last spring.  These scores reflect the hard work of our students, staff, and school community.  The following scores are based on the percentage of students who passed each individual section of the WASL.  Congratulations!  
	
	Third Grade
	Fourth Grade
	Fifth Grade

	Reading
	93%
	97.3%
	98.2 %

	Writing
	N/A
	96%
	N/A

	Mathematics
	90.2%
	80%
	91%

	Science
	N/A
	N/A
	71.4%


Individual scores will be mailed home during the week of September 17-21, so please keep an eye out for a letter from John Hay.
Pathways Eligibility ~ Monica Wood, Enrichment Specialist

One of the many questions I’ve been asked this year is how a student qualifies for Pathways. First off, one of the benefits of participating in the John Hay community is the caliber of instruction happening in every classroom. Teachers provide a rich environment that nurtures every student to push their limits and be successful. Pathways enrichment is available to those students in third through fifth grade, who have demonstrated a need for additional enrichment or acceleration beyond what the classroom already provides. Specific entrance criteria are measured by the classroom teacher to determine whether or not a highly capable student would benefit from the additional rigor of Pathways programs. Teachers consider spring test scores (WASL), Classroom Based Assessments, APP and Spectrum eligibility, study habits, demonstrated academic skill, motivation, intellectual curiosity, ability to work independently, thinking skills, and creativity when determining recommendations to Pathways. These skills must be demonstrated first in the classroom before a student is considered. If a student is identified by the teacher as needing additional rigor, parents are notified of the invitation to Pathways. Parents are given the opportunity for acknowledgment, before students are permitted to participate in any programs. Students are not required to accept the invitation to Pathways and a student’s participation in Pathways in the past is not an indicator of whether or not additional rigor is required in the current year.  I hope you and your student have a remarkable year at John Hay.
Nominations for Advanced Learning Programs

Nominations for Spectrum and APP programs for the 2008-2009 school year will be open until October 8th for students K-7.  Packets are available in our office or on the web at www.seattleschools.org/area/advlearning/index.xml.  All forms (parent and teacher) are due to the John Hay office no later than 3:30pm on October 8th. 
Note to Parents

The beginning of the school year is a very exciting time, especially for Kindergartners.  Kids are learning what school is all about, they are making friends, learning new routines and beginning academic lessons.  Even if your child has previously been in daycare or pre-school, the transition to kindergarten can be very tiring emotionally and physically.  If your child seems more tired and emotional, please know that this is common and normal the first month or so of school.  Your student is working hard everyday adjusting to a new environment.  Here are some helpful tips to help your child successfully transition: 
· Be sure they get plenty of sleep

· Give them a healthy, balanced diet

· Make time to talk about their day and activities

New John Hay Logo

Did you notice our cool, updated logo?  Due to the creative energy and time of John Hay parent, Juli Russell, we now have a new John Hay letterhead logo.  Thanks Juli!

Important Office Request

It is very important to provide the office with a current copy of your Parenting Plan, Restraining Orders or any other pertinent documents if there are any custody issues with your child.  Should a situation arise, the office needs to have a copy of these documents on file.  Thank you for your assistance. 
Dress Code Reminder
John Hay does not have a uniform requirement, however, clothing that is disruptive, like shirts with inappropriate slogans or advertising, or items that are overly revealing, are not permitted and are unacceptable for school.  Students should not wear 1) low-cut pants, 2) spaghetti straps, 3) baggy, saggy pants, 4) short shorts, crop or halter tops, 5) low-cut shirts.  Students are expected to dress in a way that is safe and appropriate to the weather and expected activities.  Students should wear a reasonable type of shoe.  Shoes should be substantial enough to stay on the foot.  Students should remember to wear appropriate clothes and shoes on their PE days. Sandals are not allowed on PE days.  Except in special circumstances, students are expected to remove hats while indoors.
Sincerely,

Dan Warren

Principal

