Principal’s Page

June 20, 2007

Dear John Hay Families,

Given the fact that this is the last week of school, this will be my last principal page of the school year.  I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate you and your students on completing another successful year and thank everyone personally for a great school year!  I could not be more proud and impressed with our students, staff, and community.  I hope everyone has a fun, safe, and productive summer.  To our 5th graders and to the students not returning to John Hay, please come back and visit us, we’d love to know how you’re doing!

Friendship Garden

Last Tuesday (6/12), I attended the Friendship Garden dedication, which was a wonderful event, thanks to some dedicated and highly organized students, staff, families and community members.  Over 150 people turned out for the event.  The evening was a wonderful example of how the hard work of few committed people can have a lasting impact.  I would like to personally thank the following people; Amy Barnett, who served as the Project coordinator; Bill Noland who designed the garden’s beautiful landscape; Stuart Kendall who donated and cut the stones and who cut the squares for the mosaics; and finally our Art teachers Carolyn Grane and Pam Gray who helped each classroom develop the mosaics, which were incorporated into the garden.   Thank you to everyone who made the evening such a wonderful event and tribute.

Staffing Updates

As many of you may already know, we will have a number of staffing changes next year.  The following people will not be joining us in 2007-2008.  Pam Gray, one of our two art teachers, will be opening her own art studio and pursuing a career as an artist.   Nurse Sara will be retiring from the profession after spending her career working in the Seattle Public School and other school systems.   Allison Beal, our 2nd grade job share teacher, will be moving to Oregon.  Leanna Wilson, our drama teacher, will be moving back home to South Carolina.  Suzanne Grant, our Music teacher, has accepted a full time position at Evergreen School.  Suzanne has worked at John Hay for over 12 years.  Bethany Thomas, our Spanish teacher, has decided to take a temporary hiatus from teaching so that she is available to spend more time with her new baby.  And finally, Gretchen Batcheller, one of our Instructional Assistants in the Autism program, has been accepted to Temple University’s Tyler School of the Arts and will be pursuing a graduate degree in fine art.   I would like to take this opportunity to thank these people for the time and talents they’ve shared with us and for the work they have done with our students.  We wish them the best for the future.  They will be truly missed.  

4/5 Multi-Age Classroom

Next year, due to larger number of students in our 4th and 5th grades, we will be adjusting the current 4th/5th grade configuration to reduce class size.  Next year, rather than three 4th grade classes and two 5th grade classes, we will have two 4th grade classes, two 5th grade classes, and one 4th/5th multi age class.  Ms. Hanson (current a 5th grade teacher) will be teaching the 4th/5th multi-age class, and Ms Haris will be moving up to 5th grade.   

Sincerely,

Dan Warren

Principal

Important Dates

Thursday, June 21

5th Grade Promotion


1:45 pm

Friday, June 22

Last Day of School

Early Dismissal



2:20 pm

Wednesday, Sept. 5
Back to School

