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Happy June!  I cannot believe how quickly this school year has passed.  As of today we officially have 12 more days of school.  Within those days we still have many exciting events such as; Field Day, the Friendship Garden Dedication, yearbook signing, 5th Grade Promotion and much more.  Here’s to a great conclusion to a highly successful school year!

2007-2008 Partners Budget:

On May 24th, our BLT and Partners Board met with the purpose of creating a Partners budget focused on student learning.  I'm very pleased and excited with how the budget has worked out for next year.  Our emphasis for the 2007-2008 school year will again be on improving student achievement in mathematics.  Under the approved 2007-2008 budget, we will be able to maintain our popular arts programs; provide an additional $25,000 to fund our transformation plan/goals; increase programs for students in math (including extra dollars to improve our 3-5 Tutoring program); and we will increase Pathways to a 1.0 position, focused on math.  Our fabulous arts program will continue and will include drama (Gr. 3-5), visual arts, and K-2 music.  Additionally, this year we will be able fund the second half of our mobile laptop lab.  This lab will include a cart containing 15 wireless Apple Ibook laptops.  We are truly excited about the possibilities for next year and believe that our final budget decisions reflect the best opportunities for our students and John Hay.  Thank you again for your continued generous financial support making this all possible!

Science Fair 2007:

Congratulations to everyone on a terrific Science Fair last Thursday!  I could not have been more proud of our students, teachers, and community.  I left the night feeling extremely excited (and dehydrated from the heat) over the enthusiasm of our students around science inquiry.  We all owe a big thank you to our math goal team for planning such a successful evening.  The fair was comprised of two parts.  First, our classrooms displayed samples of the in-class science that students have been doing over the course of the year.  These displays introduced families to the topics of scientific study at each grade level.  Second, we had a total of 140 separate student projects on exhibition.  Of the 140 projects we had 160 total students participate.  Congratulations to the following winning projects; Grade 4/5:  1st-Chloe McNutt and Diana Furukawa, 2nd Kelsey Harmatta, 3rd Nick Steele; Grade 2/3:  1st Zoe Romoff, 2nd Chloe Billingslea, and 3rd Peter Kranwinkle and Dustin Hoye; K/1:  1st Griffin Oakes, 2nd Kiya Smith, and 3rd Hannah Christianson.

Tech Grant:

I am extremely pleased to announce that an Enhancing Education through the Integration of Technology through Peer Coaching Grant of $8,500.00 was awarded to Astrid Feldman and Monica Wood for the 2007-2008 school year.  The focus of these grants is professional development.  Through the Enhanced Peer Coaching Program, teacher leaders will serve as peer coaches for their colleagues.  The systematic integration of technology into classrooms is central to the program as teachers train to become technology integration coaches for other teachers in their school.  The Enhanced Peer Coaching Program will help teachers with standards-based instruction that leverages technology-rich learning activities.  As coaches, these teachers will help their peers identify ways that technology can strengthen classroom curriculum and enhance their students' academic achievement.  Teaching technology skills and bringing new instructional strategies forward, peer coaches will lead the integration of technology into teaching and learning. 

The first year of the grant will involve Astrid Feldman, as coach, and Monica Wood, as coachee. They hope to expand their model of peer coaching the following year to include other staff in grades 3-5, and then expand throughout the school, to every grade.  As the teachers become peer coaches, the students will also learn how to mentor other students.  Congratulations to Astrid and Monica.
Cyber Bullying and Internet Safety Presentation:

Please join me tomorrow evening for a presentation focusing on cyber bullying and Internet safety.  The presentation host will be Malinda Wilson, an officer with the Seattle Police Department’s Internet Crimes Against Children Division.  The presentation will be held in Magnolia in the Catherine Blaine K-8 cafeteria on Thursday June 7th from 7:00-8:15 pm.  It is highly suggested that children not attend due to strong adult content.  

Pathway Garden Thank You!


A special thank you to Michael Lassen for organizing the garden cleanup on Saturday, June 2.  Thank you to all volunteers for their hard work.  The garden looks beautiful!

Sincerely,

Dan Warren




Kristiana Keene

Principal




Principal for the Day

Important Upcoming Dates – Mark Your Calendar!

June 7

Drama Club Performance



7:00 pm

June 12
Friendship Garden Dedication


6:30 pm

June 13
Instrumental Music Concert


6:30 pm

June 14
Volunteer Breakfast in the Library


8:15 am

June 15
Field Day


June 19
5th Grade Rock’n Roll Assembly


2:00 pm

June 20
End of year Awards Assembly


1:45 pm

June 21
5th Grade Promotion




1:45 pm

June 22
Last Student Day – 1 hour early dismissal

2:20 pm

Water Safety --- Prevent Drowning!
In efforts to ensure that everyone comes back to school safely next year, the King County Public Health Department has asked me to include the following message in my June newsletter.  Please read the following warning:

Warm weather brings the delight of playing and swimming in the water and enjoying water-sports. Simple preventions can ensure that these activities are also safe. Last year, King County lost 31 people to drowning, many of whom were young people. Thirty (30) percent of these deaths occurred in the month of June.

Drowning is completely preventable. The best ways to prevent drownings are:

o Know the water - Washington waters are cold enough to cause hypothermia even on the hottest summer day; hypothermia can weaken even the strongest swimmer 

o Know your limits - drowning often happens when a person tires while swimming 

o Wear a life jacket - when swimming anywhere without lifeguards or whenever you boat, jet ski, tubing, or do other water sports. By law, children ages 12 or younger must wear a Coast Guard approved life jacket or vest on all vessels 18 feet or shorter. 

o Always avoid alcohol when swimming or boating 

o Keep children within immediate reach when you are near any type of water 

Lakes and rivers are particularly dangerous in May and early June. Beaches do not have lifeguards yet and rivers are colder, swifter, and more dangerous in general than in July and August. If you want to swim in the spring, swim in a pool that has lifeguards. Rafting can be dangerous, and should only be done with a professional company. 

For additional tips, visit the Public Health website at:

 http://www.metrokc.fov/health/news/04030102.htm
