Principal’s Page

May 9, 2007

Dear John Hay Families,

Auction Update:

This year’s auction was once again a huge success.  I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you for all of the staff, community, volunteer, parent and student involvement, gifts of time, creativity, and money.  Not only did we exceed expectations, we broke records by an amazing margin.  Our gross total this year was an impressive $209,000, which includes the $34,500 generated in the fund-a-need portion of the auction.  It is truly exciting and inspiring to be a part of a community that is so willing to support public education and our students.  On behalf of our students, I truly thank you for your generosity.  
I would be remiss if I didn't specifically single out and thank our three auction co-chairs, Mimi Gan, Nancy Schulte and Kim Clements.  THANK YOU!  In addition, for the past two years running, all tracking of auction items has been under the leadership of Kelly Decker and all event planning was overseen by Dana Barrett. Volunteer Coordinators Debra Fox and Leslie Miller put in endless hours as well.  THANK YOU ALL!  

We are fortunate to have the wonderful support of Abbey Party Rents and Kaspar’s Special Events and Catering. We absolutely could not have this wonderful evening without them. Their contribution is exceedingly generous and truly remarkable.
Staffing Update:

It is my pleasure to announce that Monica Wood has been offered (and has accepted) our Pathways position for next year.  Monica has done an excellent job this year designing thoughtful and creative learning opportunities for our Pathways students.  Please join me in congratulating Ms. Wood.  

Science Fair: 

As a way of celebrating the efforts of students and teachers in science this year, we will be hosting a Science Fair on the evening of Thursday, May 31st @ 6:30 pm.  

 The fair will be comprised of two parts:  a showcase of class work and an exhibition of individual displays.  These displays will introduce families to the topics of scientific study at each grade level, share student work, and/or provide the opportunity for some hands-on exploration.  

Students K-5 are encouraged to work at home over the month to develop a science project around a topic that the child is particularly interested in studying.  If your child is interested in completing a project for the exhibition at home, please contact your classroom teacher for all of the details.  Once completed, the projects will be awarded a participant ribbon.  On the evening of the fair, special recognition will be awarded to the students whose completed projects exemplify outstanding scientific inquiry, investigation, or problem solving. 

Please mark your calendars and plan to join us for this evening of discovery, inquiry and celebration of the world science at John Hay! 

May 16th Professional Development Day:
Please remember that next Wednesday (May 16th) is an early release day.  Our staff has the opportunity to participate in a workshop led by Dr. Caprice Hollins, Director of Equity, Race, and Learning Support for Seattle Public Schools.  The workshop is designed to provide helpful tips on understanding common cultural norms, values, beliefs, and behaviors of different cultures.  Dr. Hollins will share suggestions with our staff members on how to strengthen relationships with students and develop effective approaches to working successfully cross culturally.
Kindergarten Display Board:


We are looking for a parent(s) with graphic/artistic talent who would be willing to help us update the display board used at the Kindergarten Fair each year during school recruitment.  We will provide the narrative, photos, and other helpful ideas – we just need a great vision and layout.  Please let me know if you are interested.

Young Authors:


Wednesday, June 6th we’ll be celebrating our annual Young Authors’ Day.  Each student will have an opportunity to share a published piece of original work with a small group of their peers.  It’s a truly valuable literary experience and the quality and variety of work is always impressive.  If you would like to facilitate a group of young authors, please contact Janet Schooler.  We also need donations of colorful wrapping paper, colored duct tape and matte board to be used in publishing the student books.

Sunny Weather Reminder:

As summer gets closer and the weather is improving, I find that our students and families occasionally forget the school clothing policy.  For this reason, please remember our policy, as stated in part below: 

Students should not wear 1) low-cut pants, 2) spaghetti straps, 3)  baggy, saggy pants, 4) short shorts, crop and halter tops, 5) low-cut shirts.  Students are expected to dress in a way that is safe and appropriate to the weather and expected activities.  Students should wear a reasonable type of shoe.  Shoes should be substantial enough to stay on the foot.  Students should remember to wear appropriate clothes and shoes on their PE days. Sandals are not allowed on PE days.  Except in special circumstances, students are expected to remove hats while indoors. 

Friendship Garden Update: By Amy Barnett
Thanks to so many wonderful students, teachers and friends, the Friendship Garden is becoming a reality.   The Friendship Garden is coming together because of everyone’s willingness to work cooperatively in the true spirit of friendship.  

As many of you know the heart and soul of the garden is a sculpture of the Chinese character for friendship.  In January, a full-size model of the sculpture was carefully transported to the foundry in Tacoma for casting. No small feat!  In February, John Hay’s very own art teachers Carolyn Grane and Pam Gray worked with students in each classroom to create star designs.  A committee had the difficult job of selecting one star from each classroom to be produced as a mosaic for the Garden.   After endless deliberations, the committee, through a blind selection process, picked a representative star for each classroom.  All of the stars are so beautiful that they will be incorporated into a display at the school.

With the selections made, classes are now working together on their classroom designs.   Led by a core of dedicated parents and volunteers, students in each classroom are working together to bring their class star to life.  They are learning mosaic techniques, working with colored stones and in the process are having lots and lots of fun.

Our wonderful John Hay faculty is also using the theme of friendship and community in writing assignments with amazing results.  Student essays, stories and poems will also be included in displays around the school. 

The care that has been shown for this project is overwhelming and the Garden is growing beyond its physical borders.  The sense of friendship and community is everywhere.  We hope you’ll join us as we continue to work on this important project.   

Mark your calendar now for the Garden Dedication on June 12th.  Any questions please contact Amy Barnett, 217-9472 or amy_barnett100@msn.com.

Teacher Appreciation Week:


We will be celebrating Teacher Appreciation Week June 4-8.  This will be a perfect opportunity to let John Hay teachers know how wonderful they are.  More information will follow soon.  

Dan Warren

Principal

 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER

 

 

  

 

05/16/07              Early Release Day                 


1:20 p.m.
          
05/17/07              Trolley Park Earth Corps Day                       
1:45 p.m.
 
05/24/07              Partners Meeting                                             
5-7 p.m.
 
05/25/07              Awards Assembly                              

 1:45 p.m.
 
05/28/07              Memorial Day – NO SCHOOL 
 
05/31/07              Science Fair                                    
 
6:30-8:00 p.m.
 
 
 
 
 
 
