Principal’s Page 

April 25, 2007

Dear John Hay Families

We hope everyone had a wonderful Spring break.  We still have a lot of work to accomplish as well as many exciting events to look forward to before the end of the school year.  As a community, I hope we can continue to celebrate the hard work and excellent citizenship of our students.  John Hay is proud of our Debate team, Global Reading Challenge team and Math Olympic teams who have competed in district and statewide events during the past month. Congratulations!  

Auction

The John Hay Friendships in Bloom Auction is this Saturday, April 28th.  All funds generated by the auction go directly into supporting programs for our students.  This is a great opportunity to come have some fun and do a lot of good for Hay students and staff.  Many of the student programs offered here at Hay would not be possible without the generous support provided by our families and community.  This year, one of our primary focuses will continue to be on creating more opportunities for students in the area of mathematics.  On behalf of our students, thank you in advance!  

Fiesta

Fiesta Fantastica was once again a huge hit.  Thank you to all who came out to celebrate our Spanish program.  Some of the highlights included: a packed house including families, friends, teachers and staff in attendance; the transformation of our gym/cafeteria into a colorful Spanish town plaza; two enormous buffets featuring delicious pot luck dishes and taco ingredients; our Kindergarteners singing Spanish songs; songs from the John Hay Chorus; and finally,  John Hay teachers and staff dancing to an extremely long version of the Macarena.  Our Spanish teacher, Laura Bodoia, incredibly organized all 457 students in completing individual crafts. She is truly phenomenal!  Thank you to our Spanish Committee members and the following volunteers who worked hard to make Fiesta a success: Katie Brown, Tami Bozorgnia Cline, Sabrina Furia, Tracy Rios, Magdalena Rangel Gross, Alex Steele, Rosalba Pinch , Sol Fernandez, Becky Tilev, Erin Hennessey, Christal Duyungan, Sue Sanem, Janet Schooler, Terri Danielson, John Burreson, David Danielson, Debra Fox, Alan Barlow, and Patrick Cone.  A special thank you to Nancy & Kaspar Donier who made the Taco Bar Buffet absolutely amazing by not only cooking the chicken, rice and beans for the tacos, but Kaspar also grilled up chicken wings for all to enjoy, just to make sure we had enough food.   A big thank you to Sue Redman, of Abbey Party Rents, who provided the incredible inventory of rental equipment that helped create the magical Fiesta atmosphere. 
Math Night
On April 4th, John Hay hosted the first Family Math Homework Workshop.  The purpose of the workshop was to provide families with strategies that best support their students in math at home.  The content included; an explanation of the State Content and Problem Solving Strands, State Standards and Grade Level Expectations (GLEs), specific computational strategies used in the classroom, and problem-solving strategies used in extended response questions.  Overall, I was pleased with the event.  If we are going to continue to develop a community, which truly embraces our challenges in math, we will need to have more opportunities for families and teachers to come together and talk about our expectations around mathematics.  Thank you to Ms. Hanson, Ms. Aminian, and Ms. Kaiser for planning and participating in this event.
Spanish Guidelines
I am pleased to announce that our Spanish curriculum guidelines will be available online early next week, under the Spanish section of the John Hay website.  The purpose of the guidelines is to articulate specific grade level expectations for each grade K-5.  Over the past two years, Senorita Thomas has worked to develop these guidelines.  She was able to complete the finishing touches during the beginning of her leave of absence.  The next steps are to continue developing these guidelines as well as protocols allowing us to articulate our students’ progress in Spanish class.  After completion of six years of Spanish study, students should be able to:

1. Participate in brief conversations over familiar topics using simple sentences 

2. Comprehend the spoken language in the form of directions, commands, questions, 

    and structured conversations and simple narrative descriptions; 

3. Read graded narrative and cultural materials over familiar topics 

4. Have a basic understanding of the different cultures in which Spanish is spoken 

5. Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the Hispanic geographic areas.

If you have any questions regarding the Spanish curriculum guidelines, please be sure to give me a call or send me an email.

Student Attendance & Placement Form

Monday April 30th your child will bring home the placement letter for 2007-2008.  This is a blue form, so keep your eyes pealed.  This letter provides us with extremely valuable information in regards to classroom placement next year.  Furthermore, this form provides families with an opportunity to articulate academic and medical needs unique to your child.  Please do not make requests for a specific teacher on this form or by making a personal request to your child’s current classroom teacher.  Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated.
K-1 Looping

For the 2007-2008 school year  we will continue the looping strategy that allows students to maintain the same teacher during the Kindergarten and First grade years.  Based on experience, our team believes looping is a practice that is both academically and socially beneficial to students.  Given the fact that we have four kindergarten classrooms going into three first grade classrooms, it is impossible for all four kindergarten classes to loop.  The following kindergarten classrooms will be given the option to loop with their teachers next year: Ms. Collins, Ms. Ewbank, and Ms. Mirabueno.   

Lunchroom Debt Situation
Our Lunchroom Manager, Jane MacLean, is reporting a growing number of students with negative lunch account balances.  District policy does not allow her to extend “credit” on lunch accounts so it is very important to be sure your child’s account has a positive balance.  Please check your child’s lunchroom account.  It is now possible to use PAMS (Parent Account Management Systems) to pre-pay meals online or over the phone.  Please visit the website at www.PayPAMS.com or call toll free 1-888-994-5100.  If you have any questions, please contact Jane MacLean in the John Hay cafeteria at 252-2111.

Thank you,

Dan Warren

