Principal’s Page

February 28, 2007

Dear John Hay Families,

Transformation Plan Presentation:
Each year schools are asked to present their transformation plans to the school district.  The purpose for this review is to insure accountability and student achievement and to provide feedback regarding the year’s successes and areas for improvement. On Valentine’s Day, while the majority of our staff and students stuffed themselves with loving and tasty treats, I accompanied three of our teachers and presented our plan to district officials and other schools within the district. The day was a huge success and we left feeling very good about our school’s yearly progress.  We were also energized and had a clear vision as to what our next steps should be.  

One of my many goals is to continue to familiarize families with the content of our transformation plan.  As you know, our transformation plan contains school-wide goals and outlines specific strategies by which we can attain these goals.  Additionally, the plan serves as the basis for most of our budgetary decisions.  This year our transformation plan is available on our website.  If you are not inclined to read all 51 pages, I have also provided a summary, which is similar to the one we presented to the school district.  I would encourage you to read the summary and if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me or to email me at djwarren@seattleschools.org.

Spanish Program Update:  “Diez Años Y Contando" 
I would like to officially announce that the month of March is "Celebrate John Hay Spanish:  Diez Años Y Contando" (10 Years And Counting).  This is in honor of the 10th Anniversary of our Spanish program.  ParentOrganizer will be the primary communication tool with which the events of Spanish month will be celebrated.  The Spanish Committee will highlight the Spanish program by posting classroom anecdotes, student photos, daily Spanish words and phrases, and promoting the upcoming Fiesta Fantastica celebration on Friday, March 30th.   In the coming weeks, the whole school will begin looking like a fiesta with papel picado strung throughout the halls, and colorful posters adorning the walls. 
As many of you know, Senora Thomas left last week on maternity leave and is not scheduled to return until the fall.  During our February 17th Awards Assembly, we honored her work with our students and wished her luck in her new job as mom.  While Senora Thomas will be missed, I am pleased to announce that we have located and hired a long-term substitute, Laura Bodoia, who will be filling in for the remainder of this school year.  Senora Bodoia has worked in the Seattle Public Schools for the past 30 years, the majority teaching Spanish at Ballard High School.  She brings a wealth of experience to our program as well as a passion for teaching elementary-aged students.  We are looking forward to the opportunities and educational experiences she will bring to John Hay. 

Mathnificent Night:


I’m proud to say Mathnificent Family Math Night was again a wonderful opportunity to play math games as a school community.  Participation in the event increased over last year as we expanded beyond the cafeteria and into the gym.  Sadly, I must report that while I was undefeated against the students last year, I may have had a little trouble with a few games this year.  In fact I may have lost one, two, or even three games.  However, I vow to be back next year – stronger than ever.  I would like to thank and congratulate our math committee for putting on such a successful school-wide event.

Tardy Students:


There have been a large number of students who continually arrive at school tardy.  While this may seem relatively minor, late students miss important instructions and information at the beginning of the school day.  Late arrivals create disruption to the entire classroom and this often takes time away from learning if the teacher has to repeat instructions to tardy students.  Due to current truancy laws, principals are required to make sure students come to school regularly and on time.  As we strive to insure that all students meet standard and achieve academic success, please help us by making sure that your student arrives to school on time ready to learn each day.  Your cooperation in this area is greatly appreciated.  Thank you

Star Student Awards:


Student Council and Citizenship Team kicked off a new program called “Star Students.”  Each week staff members are provided with three Star Student Certificates and encouraged to present these certificates to students caught in the act of being a good citizen.  Upon receipt of a Star Student Certificate, students are asked to come to the office and place the certificate in the Star Student mailbox.  At the beginning of each week four names are drawn and winners are invited to have a pizza lunch with me (I think this is the best idea ever!!).  For the month of February, I would like to congratulate the following students who will be eating pizza with me this coming Friday:  Miles Whitworth, Ashley Robinson, Gabe Kolbitz, Kiki Benirschke, Dustin Hoye, Molly Kamicar, Cornelius Shea, Adam Schooler-Reed, Taylor Danielson, Christian Lundsgaard, Theo Moore, and Eva Valenciana-Rios.  Furthermore, I would like to congratulate all of our students who earned Star Student Awards for the month of February.  
Important Dates:

Just a reminder that Friday March 16th is a regular school day for students – this is a snow make-up day.  

Sincerely,

Dan Warren

Principal

