Principal’s Page

October 25, 2006

Dear John Hay Families,

Move-a-thon:

Last Friday, we celebrated John Hay’s eighteenth annual Move-a-thon.   Our students, staff and many participating families walked, jogged and ran a total of 922 miles around the school.  Our purpose was to raise funds to support tutoring, arts, and other vital school programs provided by the John Hay Partners Foundation.  

From my perspective, the day was perfect.  We were blessed with beautiful sun and crisp fall weather.  Our students, who were all dressed in red t-shirts, enthusiastically ran a course lined with parents, school staff and even the Mariner Moose cheering them on.  Teachers showed their school spirit by running in costume.  Mr. Sturm, once again dressed in a large pink tutu and sported a multi-colored wig. I must admit that I was truly blown away by the community and by John Hay Elementary.  It was really fun to see the students laughing, smiling and excited about a cause.  Watching families enthusiastically supporting our students to achieve their best is inspiring.  In my mind the day captured what John Hay Elementary should be for students. I was very impressed, in particular, with the fifth graders.  Fifth grade students at John Hay have always focused on public stewardship and service by conducting a food drive for Northwest Harvest in conjunction with the annual Move-a-thon. Students collected the generous donations from around the neighborhood in spite of the rain.
This year, students also received a very personal lesson in public service.  Many of them ran wearing signs in honor of Mae Rita Kurfirst, the wife of a long time John Hay volunteer, Hy Kurfirst, also know to the students as Mr. K.  Mrs. Kurfirst died a few days before the Move-a-thon.  Until moving to New York last summer, Mr. K. spent almost every day at John Hay, giving the children a living example of a life of service.  The tribute to him in his wife's honor was touching.  Our thoughts are with him at this difficult time.

We all owe a special thank you to our Move-a-thon chairs Stacy Sikora, Ali Bassett, Michele Elwell and Mary Steele.  THANK YOU to all the volunteers for making this a wonderful day!  

New Pathways Teacher!  

I am very pleased to announce that our persistence and relentless search for a new Pathways teacher has paid off.  I am so excited to introduce to you Ms. Monica Wood.  

My name is Monica Wood and I am delighted to be joining the staff at John Hay.  I am a graduate of Antioch University Seattle and have recently begun pursuing a Master’s of Education. 

One of the most remarkable aspects of joining the John Hay community as the new Pathways teacher is its perfect blending of two of my favorite things; a great love of literature and watching students rise to great heights in their learning. I’m excited about the adventures that await us!

We expect to begin advanced reading groups as early as next week. Please feel free to stop in to investigate or introduce yourself. I look forward to getting to know the students and families at John Hay.

Please feel free to stop by and welcome Ms. Wood to John Hay.    

Just a little note to remind you that it is ALWAYS a good time to let your student's teacher know that he or she is appreciated.  The John Hay staff is second to none!!

Halloween:

John Hay celebrates Halloween each year.  Individual teachers will send out information about individual celebrations this week.  Most classes have an afternoon party and students are welcome to bring costumes and dress up later in the day.  Kindergarten teachers usually have a field trip or other activity planned.  

Please remind your child that ANY accessory that looks like a weapon, even a play weapon (regardless of size) is strictly prohibited.  Violations of this policy may result in a student being removed from his/her class party.  These items include: toy knives, spears, guns, swords, light sabers, ninja paraphernalia, etc. 

We realize that some parents and families do not participate in Halloween or other holiday celebrations.  Everyone is made to feel comfortable whether they dress up or not – so the choice is yours.  We always provide an alternative activity in the library.  Just let your teacher know if you or your child would prefer not to be a part of the Halloween celebrations. 

Dan Warren


