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October 12, 2006

Dear John Hay Families,

As we prepare for curriculum night, it’s a great time to reflect on the extra programs our school provides because of our outstanding fundraising efforts.  The prioritization and funding of these programs is truly a collaborative process involving the John Hay Partners’ Board, teachers and staff.  

As a public school in the Seattle School District, John Hay receives a per student monetary allocation based on the District’s “Weighted Student Formula” with funding determined in part by the student population.  In order to maintain our exceptional programs, it is vital to raise money beyond what the district can provide.  Here are some of the priorities we will fund this year:

Literacy:  Our “wrap around” strategy brings many students up to standard through Sound Partners tutors and also challenges those students with advanced needs, through Pathways.  We also reduce class size during the daily reading block in 1st grade through our reading specialist.

Math:  The budget this year calls for more money to be spent on improving math skills, including more money for math tutors in 4th and 5th grades and training for teachers.

Spanish:  Recognizing the critical benefit to early language acquisition, John Hay continues to be one of the only elementary schools in the District that offers Spanish during the class day.

Arts Program - Visual Arts, Drama and Music:  These are all “extras” that our school funds!

Pathways Advanced Learning Program:  Focused on 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade project-based learning, Pathways provides an extra challenge for advanced learners.  This pullout program also benefits the regular classroom by reducing class size during literacy.

Transformation Plan:  Partners’ money helps to further the goals of our 5 year school-wide Transformation Plan, including money this year for an anti-bullying curriculum, teacher math training, classroom and library leveled books and other teacher-prioritized programs.

Much, Much, More!  Your money also goes to support many other items, such as equipment for PE, our Volunteer Coordinators, extra nurse time, supply money for each teacher and computer support personnel to name a few.

You are invited to participate!  If you have thoughts about how we should allocate funding at John Hay, we welcome you to attend Partners’ meetings or join the Partners’ Budget Committee.

So, when you wonder why you’re making all those phone calls to relatives to support the upcoming Move-a-thon, you can rest assured that the money we make will be spent wisely and will go directly to benefit your children and all the students at John Hay.

Sincerely,

Dan Warren



Cathy Wilson


Kevin Whitworth

Principal



Partners’ Co-chair

Partners’ Co-chair

