Principal’s Page

September 27, 2006

Dear John Hay Families,

We are off to a great start this year.  I cannot believe we are almost through September! Now that we are almost one month into the year, I hope that everyone is feeling like they are into a routine and excited about the possibilities for this school year.

Friendship Garden:  I am very pleased to announce that the Seattle Department of Neighborhoods has awarded a $15,000 grant to the John Hay Foundation to fund the development of a "Friendship Garden" in front of our school.  The Friendship Garden will link in concept and design with our Pathways Garden, located on the south side of the school.  The Friendship Garden was inspired by the memory of Siri Mayo, a former John Hay student who died of cancer in April of 2005.  The garden will display: student artwork, which will be incorporated into stone benches, various plants, and a reader board, which will be donated by the class of 2006 (as their 5th grade gift).  At the center of the garden will be a bronze sculpture of the Chinese symbol for friendship.  The “Friendship” theme will be linked to a number of different activities throughout this year including art projects through the John Hay art program.  A special "Congratulations" and a big "Thank You" goes out to Amy Barnett, Arthur Furukawa, Bill Noland, Mimi Gan, and Stuart Kendall who have all worked extremely hard on this project.

Partners Transformation Budget:  As many of you know, last year our Partners Board allotted $15,000 to fund various aspects of the John Hay Transformation Plan.  Each aspect of the Plan is overseen by our Transformation Plan Teams.  I would like to take this opportunity to share how this money will be used to fund each specific Transformation Team.  Our Literacy Team will use $2,500 to increase the school's collection of library books, $1,500 to increase leveled readers in the K-1 classrooms, and $2,000 for the Head Sprout Program to be used in the Kindergarten classrooms.  Our Math Team will use $1,800 for staff professional development in the area of Mathematics, and $750 to fund family Math Night.  Our Equity Team will use $2,000 to fund professional development around equity and race.  Our Spanish Team will use approximately $850 for instructional books, teaching videos, internet resources and audio visual equipment to be used in the program.  Our Citizenship Team will use $2,100 to purchase anti-bullying curriculum (specifically 2nd Step K-2 and Steps to Respect Gr. 3-5).  Finally, our Safety Team will use $1,000 to fund the yearly safety budget, including replacing emergency food bars.   

Pathways Update:  Typically we begin our Pathways program during the first few weeks of October.  Due to a district hiring freeze this year, we are running behind schedule.  Yesterday (9/26/06), the district hiring freeze was lifted and we were able to post the Pathways position.  The position will be posted for two weeks and we will begin the selection process in three weeks.  Once the selection process is over and a candidate is hired, we will able to begin the Pathways program.  I believe this should be in late October/ early November.  While I am disappointed that we are behind schedule, I remain committed to filling this position with a qualified candidate who will insure a high quality academic experience for our students.  If you have any questions regarding this timeline or process, please come talk to me or e-mail me at djwarren@seattleschools.org.  
4-5th Grade Instrumental Music:  I am pleased to announce that this year instrumental music will be open to students in both 4th and 5th grades.  Traditionally, instrumental music has only been funded by the school district for 5th grade students.  This year the program has been extended to our 4th graders.  Thank you Seattle School District!  This is an amazing opportunity for our 4th graders to get into music and will provide them with an extra year of musical training and experience.  For more information please contact Steve Haeck, our new instrumental music teacher, at swhaeck@seattleschools.org.

Parent/Teacher Conferences:  Parent/Teacher conferences are the most important meetings of the year regarding your child’s progress in school.  Teachers spend a great deal of time putting together information that will help you know more about your child’s academic achievement, social development and participation in school.  Appointment schedules are available at our Curriculum Night on October 12th.  

In 2004, we adopted a new structure and schedule for these conferences. Due to its success, we will continue this model again. Students will attend school FULL DAYS from November 14th through 18th. Then there will be NO SCHOOL for students on November 20th through the 22nd (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday).  Conferences are scheduled on these three days.   

Playground After School:  We have had several after school injuries on the playground in recent days.  Children are playing unsupervised on the climber or riding bikes/scooters and are not paying attention to the other students around them.  ALL children must be accompanied by a parent and supervised by the parent after school on the playground.  In order to insure student safety, students are to be picked up in a timely manner following the 3:20 p.m. dismissal bell.

If you are unable to pick up your child/children at that time you must make arrangements for them to go elsewhere after school with an adult.  Thank you for your cooperation and your attention to safety.
Important Dates:

10/05/06
School Picture Day




10/09/06
Advanced Learning forms due by 3:30 PM



10/12/06
Curriculum Night 6:00-8:30 p.m.


  


10/13/06
NO SCHOOL


10/20/06
Move-a-thon - John Hay fund raiser

10/25/06
2 hour Early Release (1:20 PM)


Dan Warren

Principal



