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	Geography and Culture Vocabulary
	Spain –  One of the largest and most western countries in Western Europe.  Starting in 1492, Spanish
	conqistadores were some of the first European conquerors and explorers in the Americas.  Spain colonized the majority of the Americas including parts of the present-day United States and extending to the southern most point of South America.
	Spanish – The primary language of Spain that is spoken by many people in the Americas as a result of Spanish conquest and exploration.  The roots of the Spanish language are primarily in Latin, but Arabic and other languages have enriched Spanish vocabul
	West Africa – The Western coastal region of Africa from which millions of African people were captured and sold into slavery to work in the plantations of the Americas.  The regions and countries from which West African people were brought to Cuba includ

	Music Vocabulary
	Call-and-response singing –  A style of singing in which a lead singer first calls out songs for other singers to repeat as a response until the lead singer calls a new chorus. Once the chorus is established, the lead singer improvises in the space betwe
	Caja – The largest and lowest pitched of the Makuta drums.  The caja is played with one stick and one hand.  The caja is the drum that improvises most during Makuta ensemble performance.
	
	Yambu (Rumba de Cajones)–  A form of Rumba traditionally performed on the cajones (wooden box drums) that is sometimes also played on tumbadoras.  It is a slow to medium tempo style and is danced by male-female couples but does not include the Vacunao of


	Columbia – One of the three Rumba styles, it is played in 6/8 time, sung with a combination of Spanish and African lyrics, and traditionally danced only by men in a dance often depicting a challenge to each other.  Played with tumbadoras, campana, clave,
	Holy Week parades – European Christian processions and parades held during Holy Week prior to Easter.  During these parades, most of the community took to the streets and paraded floats with images of Catholic saints throughout their town or city.
	Dia de los reyes (Day of the Kings) –  A festival day in Cuba when the African slaves were allowed to dress in the costume of their ancestors, dance, play drums and sing the music of their African heritage.  Groups of African descendants would parade thr
	Campana -  Also known as the cencerro, the campana is a cowbell with the clapper removed.  Usually played with a piece of wood, the strong and rustic bell makes several different tones according to the place where it is struck.
	Coroneta China (Coronetin Chino) -  This variant of oboe, with its piercing sound, was brought to Havana by Chinese emigrants. It arrived in Santiago de Cuba in soldiers' packs and later was incorporated in the carnival instruments.


