
         June 21, 2007 

Dear Students and Families,  

 

  Congratulations! This year has been a transitional one for everyone, and overall, it 

has been a success. Our students are improving their Spanish and have worked hard 

this year at that goal. They have created beautiful projects, read stories, analyzed 

sentences, made piñatas, created sets and performed a wonderful play! It has been 

a successful year, and I have greatly appreciated all of your patience and support 

as I have made the transition to life at Hamilton.  

 

Changes to the Spanish Immersion Program 

As we continue to improve the program, we will also be making some changes for 

next year. In order to broaden the language examples for our students, the sixth 

and seventh grade classes will be mixed. There will be two 6/7 classes which will be 

roughly half sixth graders and half seventh graders in each class. This split class 

will allow for the students to interact with new people, thus expanding their fluency 

in Spanish. We will also be welcoming new native speaker students into this class, 

which will continue to raise the language level for everyone.  

 

The 6/7 split class will also have a different schedule from this year. Each 

section will have one semester of Spanish and Art, and one semester of just 

Spanish. This is to address two issues. First of all, it will allow me to teach all three 

levels of Spanish Immersion. It will also address the issues we saw this past year 

with effectively incorporating P.E. into the immersion curriculum. The 6/7 classes 

will take P.E. with one of the regular P.E.  teachers.  

 

 The eighth grade class will continue with the same structure as we have had 

this past year. We will have one complete semester of Art/Music, and the second 

semester will be for Physical Education. I have had the opportunity this semester 

to be mentored by Bob Budnick, one of the P.E. teachers here. He has taught me a 

great deal and we have many changes and improvements that will be made for the 

eighth grade physical education class.  

 

Family Survey 

 To prepare for next year, and reflect upon this year, I have included a short 

survey so that I can receive your feedback. I encourage you to look at the survey 

with your student and return it. We will use the feedback to modify activities, 

incorporate new ideas and continue to improve the program. I thank you in advance 

for taking the time to answer these questions; they will be very helpful to me as I 

prepare for next year.  

 

 



 

Spanish Activities for the Summer 

As participants in the immersion program, there are some extra activities 

that I encourage you to consider with your student. These activities are designed 

to help your student keep up his/her level of Spanish so they do not backtrack 

during the break. By no means do I expect anyone to do all of these activities, but 

choosing 5-6 of them to do throughout the summer would greatly help support their 

language development. I have divided the activities into different categories so 

that students can choose depending on their own likes/dislikes. Thank you in 

advance for taking these steps to support your student’s language growth during 

the summer months!  
 

Si te gusta leer o si te gusta la lingüística. . .  
• Read at least 30 minutes a day in Spanish – any book that seems interesting 

to you. Research shows that reading in another language is one of the best 

ways to keep up your skills if you are not speaking it every day.  

• Use the website www.yabla.com to play the games and do the activities for 

30 minutes each day. 

• Using a grammar book in Spanish, complete exercises about different areas 

of grammar. Check your answers in the back AFTER completing the exercise. 

Then, revise any mistakes you made.  

• Go to a Latino Market and get a newspaper in Spanish, read a couple articles 

every day. 
 

Si te gustan las películas/la televisión/la música. . . . 
• Watch a movie in Spanish (without subtitles in English) once a week 

• Listen to the radio in Spanish (there are some am and fm stations) whenever 

you are in the car.  

• Buy some cds/mp3s in Spanish and listen to them every day or add them to 

your IPOD/MP3 player.  

 

Si te gusta la comida/cocinar . . . . 
• Have lunch/dinner with your family at a Mexican restaurant in White Center 

or South Park. Place your order and talk with the staff there in Spanish. 

• Go online or to the library and find a recipe in Spanish that looks interesting. 

Then make a list of the ingredients you will need (that you don’t have at 

home) and go to a Mercado Latino to purchase the products you need. You 

will probably have to ask, as there are fruits/vegetables/spices that we 

don’t typically use/have in the U.S. Then go home and make the recipe for 

your family.  

• Do you know what the following words mean? ¿Elote? ¿Raspado? ¿Chilaquiles? 

¿Paella? ¿Tapas? ¿Tortilla Española? ¿Jamón Serrano? ¿Ceviche? Go find out! 

http://www.yabla.com/


 

Si te gusta conocer nuevos lugares. . . . 
• If you typically go to some type of religious ceremony, look for a ceremony in 

Spanish to attend once in awhile.  

• El Centro de la Raza http://www.elcentrodelaraza.org/ has regular events 

and informational meetings that you can attend.  

• At Pike Place Market, The Latin Merchant is a store that sells products 

from a variety of Spanish speaking countries. Go there and talk with the 

employees, then try some candy that you might not have tried before. What 

do you think? 

• While at Pike Place Market, there is also a store called “The Spanish Table” 

that sells products from Spain. 1426 Western Ave  Seattle, WA 98101  206.682.2827 

 

 

Thank you! 

 
Thank you for all of your support this year, I appreciate it very much. This summer 

I have the opportunity to travel in Spain with María. I have never been before and 

am very excited about the trip. Next year, I will be able to incorporate my 

experiences and photos into the curriculum to help all the students “experience” a 

bit of the Spanish life!  I hope you all have a great summer, see you in the fall! 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Liz Wittmann-Todd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.elcentrodelaraza.org/


Spanish Immersion Program Family Survey 2006-2007 

 
Please answer the following questions with any information you feel would be 

constructive to improve the program. As all families will have the opportunity to 

complete this survey, please answer from your own personal experiences this 

year.  

Over the summer, our curriculum writer and I will consider these surveys as 

we make adjustments and modifications to the program. Once completed, please 

mail this survey to HIMS. If you need more space, please feel free to use 

another piece of paper. Thank you for your participation! 

 

1. What has been a particularly effective lesson/strategy for your 

student during this past school year? (Possibly a project, certain 

topic, etc. . . ) 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What kinds of strategies/lessons do you feel would improve your 

student’s ability to learn in my class?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How often did you use the Source to check on your student’s 

progress this year? Weekly? Monthly? Did you find it a helpful 

resource for the class?  

 

 

 

 

4. Did you feel that your student was adequately challenged throughout 

this year to improve his/her Spanish?  

 

 

 
Please mail to: HIMS c/o Spanish Immersion Program 1610 N. 41st St. Seattle, WA 98103 or 

email responses to liwittmanntodd@seattleschools.org  

mailto:liwittmanntodd@seattleschools.org

