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The purpose of Nathan Hale High School is to ensure that ALL students will become 
honorable, thinking, skillful citizens. 

Aprilõs Coalition of Essential Schools Principle: The principal and teachers should perceive themselves as 
generalists first (scholars in the art of teaching) and specialists second (experts in one particular discipline).  Each 

staff member should have a sense of commitment to the entire school.   

One late afternoon I sat watching my five-year-oldõs piano lesson. Her teacher was trained in the 
method of Dr. Suzuki, a musician and teacher who wrote: Teaching music is not my main purpose. I want 
to make good citizens. If children hear fine music from the day of their birth and learn to play it, they develop sensi-
tivity, discipline and endurance. They get a beautiful heart.  

My daughter was having a hard time with a particular passage in the piece she was learning.  No 
matter how hard she tried, she couldnõt get her hand to play the notes smoothly with the right fin-
gering.  The more frustrated she became, the harder it was for her to play. òHere,ó said her wise 
teacher. òPut your hand on top of mine while I play it.ó I vividly remember the sight of my young 
daughterõs small hand on top of her teacherõs older one, feeling the correct rhythm and notes. She 
immediately was able to play the passage on her own. 

At the time I was a high school English teacher, struggling to help my 11th graders combine logic, 
language, and personal voice in their persuasive and analytical essays. In a flash, I realized that I 
could guide my students intellectually as writers just as Mrs. Schweiger had guided my daughter. 
The next day in English class with a laptop and a projector I modeled the writing process word-by-
word, sentence-by-sentence, for my students. They watched and listened as I wrote, and they devel-
oped a stronger feel for the steps they needed to take themselves as writers. 

This monthõs common principle speaks to the importance of teachers being ògeneralistsó first and 
foremost, practitioners in the art of teaching. This does not mean that teachers shouldnõt be skilled 
and knowledgeable in their particular disciplines, but it does mean that the best educators prize the 
craft of teaching. They seek out new ways to teach and coach students, and find inspiration all 
around them. My daughterõs piano teacher was and continues to be a model to me of excellent 
teacher craft. She is patient, exacting, and intuitive. She has a passion for the music that inspires her 
students. I still sit each week and watch her teach my children, and I continue to learn from her. 

Great teaching is all around us at Nathan Hale. In the Ceramics classroom, a patient teacher models 
the techniques of slipping and scoring.  In the Math classroom, a skilled teacher gives just the right 
amount of wait time so that her students have time to reason through a problem. In a Science 
classroom, a creative teacher creates a model to show the results of a meteor impact with flour, 
cocoa, and different shapes, weights, and sizes of òmeteors.ó  In a Social Studies classroom, stu-
dents engage in a Socratic Seminar focused on an article theyõve read about appreciation vs. appro-
priation in preparation for their Harlem Renaissance projects. In each case, students are developing 
òsensitivity, discipline, and endurance.ó Thank you for your support, and most of all for sharing 
your students with usñand happy spring! 

Marni Campbell, Principal 
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Nathan Haleõs PTSA has focused on community building 
functions for several years and we are rolling out another 
idea that weõve been wanting to tryñproviding opportuni-
ties for the families from each class to come together so-
cially in order to connect or reconnect.  In order to do this 
AND (very importantly) not add another school outing to 
family calendars, we have decided to build our community 
events around class-level exhibition nights when families 
will be coming to Nathan Hale to view student work. 

It would be great if the PTSA had the funds to provide 
dinners for every class.  Unfortunately, this is not the 
case, so we will need to rely on food donations and volun-
teers to make this happen.  In order to make each family 
event as stress-free as possible for the families gathering, 
we are planning to ask the families from the other classes 
to provide the food and volunteers (knowing that their 
class will also have a night of community building, with 
other classes pitching in so they can have a low-stress eve-
ning).  Besides coordination of food and volunteers, the 
PTSA will provide beverages and tableware for each event. 

The NH PTSA has worked with 2010 class parents and 
have decided that a gallery opening style event will work 
well for their exhibition night.  We will work with the class 
parents from the other classes in the coming weeks to 
choose the right style of event for their night.   

For the 2008-2009 school year, we have planned the fol-
lowing events: 

2010 (Juniors) Family Event:  Gallery Opening 
event during the Harlem Renaissance Exhibition Night 
on Tuesday, March 24. 

2011 (Sophomores) Family Event:  an event before or 
during a yet-to-be announced Tenth Grade Exhibition 
Night on a date-to-be-determined. 

2012 (Freshmen) Family Event:  an event before or 
during the Ninth Grade Human Ecology Project/
EarthCorps/AP Environmental Science Exhibition 
Night in early June. 

This year, our first year, we are not planning any family 
events for the senior class as they have so many events 
during the last half of the school year.   

Please be on the look out for notices of the family events 
for your studentõs class.  Also, please be looking for op-
portunities to provide food or help during events that are 
for other classes!  Those families will appreciate it!! 

If you have any questions about our family event plans, 
please contact Melissa Larson at larschmitt@hotmail.com 
or call 206-527-5995.  

Senior Culminating Project News 

All adult members of the Nathan Hale High School com-
munity have an opportunity to participate in this yearõs 
May 12th Final Exhibition Night, the showcase of the Cul-
minating Projects of the class of 2009. We are currently 
filling spots for community panelists, to help judge the 
final exhibitions. This should be a rich, varied, and inter-
esting night. Panelists will receive an instructional tutorial, 
at a gathering hosted shortly before the night of exhibi-
tions. Panelists will use the Exhibition Rubric that is 
posted on the Culminating Project web page. Seniors will 
have used that Rubric to prepare and rehearse. If you are 
an adult member of the Hale community, please consider 
participating. Simply contact me, at the below email ad-
dress. Visit the NHHS Culminating Project Webpage for 
the newest Rubrics. (http://www.seattleschools.org/
schools/hale/cul_proj_08-09/culminating_project.html ) 

Important Senior Project Due Dates for your calendar: 

April 15: Portfolio of Meaningful Work 
April 23: Project Journal Reflections 
May 12: Final Exhibition Night 
 
Thank you to those who have already contacted me to 
participate! 

Rebecca Ross, rbross@seattleschools.org 

Nathan Hale Class-Level All -Family 

Events (Sponsored by the NH PTSA) 

Words to Inspire: An Opportunity to 

Participate 

Many, many thanks to all of you who participated in last 
fallõs dinner and auction in support of books and class-
room needs and the Foundationõs Annual Fund support-
ing staffing and supplies. Know that your donations make 
a difference every day for Nathan Hale students.  

You can make a difference in another way, by volunteering 
your time. Weõd love to have your help. Very soon, the 
Fall event committee will be starting their efforts for the 
2009 community gathering on Nov. 7th. And our annual 
campaign committee is roaring along. These committees 
are central to all we do. Join us. If thatõs not tempting 
enough, there are other needs: helping with the newsletter, 
mailings, and our engravings committee. There is also ser-
vice through board leadership. If you are interested, please 
contact me at the e-mail or phone below. I would also like 
to hear from any parents who are alumni. We're building 
an alumni committee. 

Yours in support of Nathan Hale, 

Steve Reynolds, stever@u.washington.edu, 206-784-0625 

NH Foundation Thanks  

and an Invitation  

mailto:larschmitt@hotmail.com
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Happy spring from your Counseling Department at Nathan Hale! 

Important dates: 

April 13/14 & 20/21 - Math and Science WASL 

The counseling department also wants to be sure that you have the 
following items on your radar for the months to come... 

Freshmen (Class of 2012) 

¶ It is never too early to start thinking about post high 
school options! A good place to start is the College 
Board website (www.collegeboard.com) or the Col-
lege/Career Center (next to the library). 

Sophomores (Class of 2011) 

¶ WASL dates have been set for: 

¶ April 13-14 --- Math section 

¶ April 20-21 --- Science 

¶ All 10th graders and those 11th-12th graders who have 
not met standard on math will be taking this assess-
ment. Parents are asked not to schedule appointments 
or vacations during this time as makeup testing is not 
until August.  

¶ There will be study sessions available for students on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:15-4:15 in the library. 

¶ Questions? Email Ms. Briggs, Dean of Academic In-
terventions, at adbriggs@seattleschools.org 

Juniors (Class of 2010) 

¶ Verify you are on track to graduate in June 2010 and 
see what options exist after graduation by making an 
appointment with your counselor. 

¶ Juniors considering 4-year college need to sign up for 
the SAT/ACT tests, which are required for admis-
sion. It is suggested that students take both the SAT 
Reasoning and ACT (with writing) at least once in 
their Junior year. Some colleges, such as the Univer-
sity of California schools, require the SAT Subject 
Test (SAT IIõs), so check your college requirements 
carefully. 

¶ Sign up now at www.collegeboard.com for the SAT 
and at www.ACT.org for the ACT. 

¶ SAT/ACT fee waivers are available for students who 
are on free/reduced lunch. Go to the counseling of-
fice for details. 

¶ If you have a 504 or an IEP plan and want to request 
accommodations for the SAT, pick up the forms in 
the counseling office (forms take 2 months to proc-
ess, so submit your paperwork early). Forms to re-
quest accommodations for the ACT are available at 
www.ACT.org 

¶ To prepare for the SATs consider visiting: 

¶ www.collegeboard.com 

¶ quickstartwww.kaptest.com/college  
 

Seniors (Class of 2009) 

¶ May 29th is the Senior deadline for the following: Spring 
P.E. waivers, online transcripts, community service 
hours, and fines cleared. 

¶ Worried about how you will pay for college? Donõt for-
get to fill out the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) online at www.fafsa.ed.gov  

¶ College scholarship information is available in the Ca-
reer Center (local) and Counseling Center (national). 
Mrs. Hagood is in the Career Center and she is a great 
resource in the search for opportunities to meet your 
qualifications. 

¶ Donõt forget that 2nd semester grades do count. Donõt 
let òsenioritisó get the best of you! 

¶ Seniors who have not passed the Math section of the 
WASL will be required to retake the Math WASL April 
13-14. 

Seniors planning to attend Community or Technical 
College in Washington State should start applying now. 

Step 1: Check the specific website(s) of the community 
college(s) you are interested in. 

Step 2: To apply, go to https://admissions.ctc.edu/
applicant/welcome.cfm  

Step 3: Make sure you have your financial aid paper-
work (FAFSA) forwarded to the college(s) that you are 
applying to by their specific priority deadline. ** Many 
of these deadlines are in April. 

Step 4: Remember to check for placement test require-
ments as most Community Colleges require completing 
Math and English placement tests prior to registration. 

** See your counselor if you have questions on any of 
these steps. 
 

We hope April finds you blooming with joy and please do 
not hesitate to contact us! 

Jeff Jones: jajones@seattleschools.org, 252-3689 
Kate Reynolds: kareynolds@seattleschools.org, 252-3697 
Julia Shin: jjshin@seattleschools.org, 252-3695 
Bella Bikowsky: babikowsky@seattleschools.org, 252-3747 
 

Bella Bikowsky 

 

Counseling Department Update 

http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/quickstart
http://www.collegeboard.com/quickstart
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Lights! Camera! Necklace? 

Radio announcer Chloe Dillon is used to being 
heard and not seen.  So when the 20-year-old Na-
than Hale High School alum volunteered to appear 
in the KNHC-FM (89.5) capital campaign video, 
she put a lot of thought into her wardrobe. 

òI chose clothes that went with the theme,ó Dillon said, 
making reference to the vinyl record necklace she wore for 
the shoot. òItõs so much like my identity and who I am, I 
felt that it was pretty fitting.ó 

Dillon was one of nearly a dozen current and former 
KNHC talent who got out from behind the microphone 
and went in front of the camera to pitch the student-run 
radio stations $1.3 million capital campaign, òTune-in to 
Tomorrow.ó  
 
Filmed and scripted by local video producer Myron Part-
man, the video will air on Seattle Public Schools TV - Com-
cast Channel 26, and will be posted to the KNHC web-
site.  The video highlights both the stationõs successes and 
its need to purchase up-to-date studio equipment.  

òPlease give and help our students get the state-of-the-art 
tools theyõll need to develop relevant skills for the future,ó 
read Jim McKenna, as he stood in the bright lights of a 
Seattle Public Schools district studio, where the monologs 
were shot. 

Once a student staffer at KNHC in the mid-1970s, 
McKenna went on to become a successful television pro-
ducer and now chairs the stationõs advisory board, the 
Washington Public Radio Association. 

Like many KNHC alum - including Partman, who also sits 
on the WPRA board - McKenna credits the Nathan Hale 
radio program with launching his career. 

òItõs launched so many careers, not necessarily just in ra-
dio,ó he said.  òWhen students go through this radio pro-
gram, they learn how to write, how to do math é they 
learn all sorts of stuff. Itõs a great program and Iõm just try-
ing to save it,ó he said. 

And heõs in good company.  

Lending their voices ð and faces ð to the project was a vir-

tual Whoõs Who of KNHC stars. 

David Bowman and Eddie Jones, on-air announcers 
for KNHCõs òThe Gospel Show,ó both came out to 
be filmed, as did senior Student Production Direc-
tor, Danielle Lien, who listeners know as on-air 
talent Hailey Stevens. 

òItõs harder than it looks,ó Lien said about being on cam-
era. òBut itõs really important to get the new equip-
ment.  Everyday that Iõm at the station, I notice how 
things arenõt working like they should be and everythingõs 
really, really old.  Itõd be beneficial for students to have 
stuff that actually works.ó  

And as KNHC prepares to move into its new home ð a 
5,000 square-foot space of the new Nathan Hale expan-
sion project ð students and staff alike are looking forward 
to some changes. 

 òIõm excited to move into new surroundings,ó said Rich-
ard J. Dalton, KNHC operations manager and Advanced 
Radio instructor.  òBut Iõm more excited to move into a 
digital studio where we can implement new technologies.ó 

So with the same enthusiasm and determination that has 
made them one of the nationõs top radio stations, KNHC 
hopes to reach its fundraising goal in time for the July-
scheduled move. 

òThese kids have passion and skills,ó said Dillon, who 
continues to work at the station as a volunteer and week-
end supervisor. òWe have to keep advancing because itõs 
the future of radio.ó 

òWe canõt afford to be second rate.ó 
 
If you would like to support the KNHC capital campaign, 
òTune-in To Tomorrow,ó contributions can be made to 
the Washington Public Radio Association, a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization, incorporated under the laws of the 
State of Washington.  You may contact Capital Campaign 
Manager, Alexis Ross Miller at (206) 252-0739, or by email 
at armiller1@seattleschools.org.  You can also access the 
KNHC website at www.c895worldwide.com to watch the 
video and learn more about the capital campaign. 

Lisa Rivera 

KNHC Looks Ahead  

My Advanced Drawing and Painting students will be having an art show at HomeStreet Bank in May. Iõm looking for a parent 
who owns/works at/or knows someone who has a framing business to mat the work for the show. I am hoping to get the 
materials free, or at cost in order to make this possible. There will be between 16-20 drawings/paintings that need matting. 
Can you help me out? Please contact me at bakuznetz@seattleschools.org or 206-525-3796. Thanks! 

Barbara Kuznetz 

Hale Art Show Needs Your Help!  

mailto:armiller1@seattleschools.org
http://www.c895worldwide.com
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The last couple of months have been very busy for the 
cast, crew, parents and theater professionals of Nathan 
Hale Productions!  March 14th was Cabaret Night, which 
turned out to be a spectacular show!  The cast and band of 
the spring musical The Wedding Singer knocked every-
oneõs socks off with their performance of the opening 
number.  Haleõs teachers were well represented, and 
showed us again just how lucky we are to have such gener-
ous and talented people working with our kids.  A high-
light of the night which the students will remember for-
ever was their drama teacher Sydney Bairdõs scarily con-
vincing portrayal of Brittany Spears.   
  
Not only was the night fun, but it raised over $4,000 to 
help finance the musical.  NHP would like to send out a 
huge thank you to all who helped make the event a suc-
cess.  
  
Now the cast and crew are very busy rehearsing for The 
Wedding Singer, which is coming up soon!  For those of 
you unfamiliar with the show, itõs a love story set in the 
1980õs.  The musical numbers are written in the styles of a 
number of familiar 80õs artists. (It's fun to see if you can 
identify who is being copied in each piece!)  This is defi-
nitely a costume show, so be prepared to see some retro 
costume fun.  And really big hair.  
  
Here are the performance dates and times: 
  
Thursday, May 7,  7:30 
Friday, May 8,  7:30 
Saturday, May 9, 7:30 
  
Thursday, May 14, 7:30 
Friday, May 15, 7:30 
Saturday, May 16th, 2:00 and 7:30 
  
Tickets are $12 for adults and $6 for students, and are 
available online at nathanhale.org/musical.  You can also 
buy them at school during lunch starting April 30.   

Sue Perry 

Nathan Hale Productions Raider Speech and Debate! 

Did you know that the Raiders have the 
best Seattle public school debate program 
in Seattle?  This year, 18 students ñ12 first
-year competitors and 6 veterans ñ repre-
sented the Raiders at seven speech and 
debate tournaments across Western Wash-
ington, and brought home a total of 11 trophies, to include 
the novice championship trophy at Pacific Lutheran Univer-
sity (Rafael Ladmer-Price and Chaitanya Chandrashekhar) 
and six first place speech awards. The Raider speech and 
debate program ended its 2009 season at the Washington 
State speech tournament, where five students earned qualifi-
cations ð Seniors Isabel Harbaugh, Kimberly Roberts, 
Maareg Mekonnen; Junior Henry OõBrien; and 9th Grader 
(and Northwest High Student) Graham Clark. 

Unlike other programs in Washington, Nathan Haleõs speech 
and debate program is run and taught by the students, and 
relies solely on volunteers and parents. Many thanks to our 
volunteer coach, Jim Melton; this is his third year with the 
team and we feel so lucky to have him. If you are interested 
in supporting the program or having your student participate 
in the program, contact Parent Manager Tizzy Bennett Har-
baugh at tizzy.bennettharbaugh@comcast.net or 522-3921. 

Tizzy Bennett Harbaugh 

Boys Lacrosse 

Back from a Tournament in Lynden, Washington, the week-
end of March 14-15, Boys Lacrosse is definitely off and run-
ning! A great start for our team building and team bonding 
with travel and meals together. The first season game is on St. 
Patrickõs Day at Overlake. Check out 
the Boys Lacrosse calendar for Home 
games on the Nathan Hale website. Go 
Hale! 
 
Kerri Adams 

Do You Shop at PCC? 

If so, use a PCC scrip card that is registered to Hale! Every 
time you use your credit or debit card to put money on the 
scrip card, PCC donates 5% to Nathan Hale. Please call 
Diane Pien at 526-5868 after 6 pm to get a free scrip card 
that is registered to Hale so PCC automatically makes the 
donation. This is a great way to raise money for Hale! 

Diane Pien, 526-5868 

http://nathanhale.org/musical
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Parents of Seniors:  Itõs our 
turn for fun! 

Save the Date: Saturday, May 
9, from 7-10pm 

What: Class of 2009 Adult 
Extravaganza! 

Come join us for an adult only evening of fun, 
great food and wine! Meet and visit with fellow 
senior parents to celebrate our students as their 
High School journey comes to an endéEvening 
includes hors dõoeuvres, dessert & fine wine 
(donated by class of õ09 Rugen Family Cellars!). 

Where: The Thompson-Lee homeñclose to 
Haleñaddress will be on invitation. 

Tickets: Watch for invitations to come out in 
the next few weeks. 

Cost: $25.00 per person, $45.00 per couple 

Proceeds will go to Class of 2009 SPREE 

Why should the kids have all the fun???   

Questions: Contact Heidi Thomassen 
at rnheidi@comcast.net or Cheryl Behrens at 
rcbehrens@comcast.net 

Attention Senior Parents!  Love Jamba Juice? 

Or maybe you love a teen who loves Jamba Juice? Use the coupon 
below to indulge in a refreshing treat at the Whole Foods location 
and benefit SPREE (Haleõs all-night, chaperoned graduation party) 
at the same time. NOTE: Coupon says March 6, but Jamba Juice 
will donate money to Hale for purchases through April 24!! 

mailto:rnheidi@comcast.net
mailto:rcbehrens@comcast.net

