Writing at Home:

Writing at home is key to your student’s success. Offer real world writing activities to your child such as letter writing, list making, thank you notes, emails, etc. Let them see you write as well. Below are some common areas of focus and some tips to try at home.  Many of the ideas overlap. You will find that when writers read their piece to themselves or others, they recognize what needs to change. Editing and revising the work of others is also helpful with all areas of writing.

Ideas:

If your child struggles with ideas, try having your writer tell you what they want to write about before they put it on paper. Lists are helpful as a pre-writing activity and I have found that “stream of consciousness” writing really helps ease the anxiety of what to put on that big, blank piece of paper. Keep in mind; it is always easiest to write about what you know.

Organization:

If your child struggles with organization, have them read their writing piece to you, a friend, the family dog, etc. The point is to have them listen for sequencing, properly grouped ideas, etc. Often, young writers will recognize how their piece could be improved before they are even finished sharing the piece. If this does not happen use guiding questions to help your writer better organize the piece. Cutting up comic strips or short articles and having your student try and put them back together is another good way to improve organization. If your child’s teacher has mentioned that your child has trouble with organization, keep in mind that this is the most difficult trait to master for all young writers.

Spelling:

Research tells us that students learn how to spell not from memorization, but from working with words. Students who are familiar with the way our language works, who are let in on the “rules” and who have direct instruction in discovering how our language works are better able to remember how to spell words correctly. If your student struggles with spelling, remember that it is a developmental process and students often read at a more advanced level than they write. To support your speller at home, ask your child’s teacher what type of word work you can do at home (sorts, hunts, games, etc.). Working with your child to edit for spelling errors is also helpful. The more we can take them through the actual process of writing, the better.

Conventions:

Again, making the editing process interactive is helpful and engages your child in a “real-world” writing process. Editing the work of others can help students become more aware of conventions and can be less stressful for the student. Again, this is a developmental process and errors are to be expected as our writers develop their craft.

Reading at Home:

Reading with your child at home is key to literacy development. You will find many links and booklists on the Literacy page of Blaine’s website. You will also find information about our DRA scores and other helpful links. Below are common areas of focus and tips to support your reader at home.

Fluency:

To build fluency skills, have your child read aloud often to you, friends, siblings or even their stuffed animals. In order to improve fluency, the books that are selected should be at the student’s easy or instructional level. If a reader finds him or herself getting tripped up with decoding or too much difficult vocabulary, this will interfere with both fluency and comprehension. Fluent readers not only read with appropriate pacing and speed, but also are able to adequately summarize what they have read. 

Comprehension:

When reading aloud with your child at home try asking these questions to enhance comprehension and promote discussion.

· Before reading, ask:

What do you think this book is about? Why do you think that?  OR

What do you think will happen next? Why do you think that?

· During Reading:

If your child is doing the reading, only stop your reader when s/he makes mistakes that interfere with meaning.

· After reading, try asking some of these questions:

What was your favorite part and why?

Did this story remind you of anything?

What was the setting of the story?

Who is/are the main character(s)?

What did you think when the character ______________ ? Why?

Did you wonder about anything or have any questions while you read?

                What do you think the most important part was? Why?
Decoding:

When your reader is attempting to decode a new word and seems stuck, try suggesting a few of the strategies below. Good decoders use a variety of techniques to discover new words.

· Use the Compare and Contrast Strategy (If know cat, I know that)

· Sound it out

· Chunk it up 

(un
    der   stand)

· Uncover the sounds or sound chunks one-by-one

· Skip the word, read the rest of the sentence and go back to the word

· Look for words you know within the word

· Use what you know about reading

Rules and Jobs (Silent Final e, etc.)

Phonograms

Spelling Patterns

· Look at the pictures for clues

· Ask for help

Phrasing:

Both beginning and fluent readers often need work with phrasing (expression, reading with longer, meaningful phrases, using punctuation). If your student needs work on phrasing try some of the following.

· Record your child reading aloud and have them listen and try to improve.

· Have your student read into a “whisper phone” so they really “hear” themselves.

· Read aloud to your child (choose a book above their reading level to promote vocabulary and comprehension development) and model good phrasing.

· Praise your reader when you hear using good expression.

