Blaine Literacy Support Services

Our full time Literacy Specialist, Jenny Davidson, provides the following services to our Blaine Community:

· Student Intervention – Daily, our Literacy Specialist sees four small groups (1st- 4th grade) for reading instruction designed to enhance skills and support students with their literacy development. At Blaine, we use a  “Double Dose” model; students who are in need of extra support in reading receive core instruction in their regular classroom and in the afternoon come to our Reading Room for a half an hour of “Reading Club” to boost skills in the areas of phonemic awareness, fluency and comprehension.  We also offer supportive, small group middle school classes as a part of our Unified Arts rotation (5th - 8th grade) twice a week. Through the use of strategic instruction we focus on strengthening discreet comprehension skills and vocabulary development. As we progress through the year, some of our Kindergarten students will be supported in a small group “Reading Club” with sound symbol awareness.

· Teachers - All teachers are supported with designing curriculum, instruction and assessment. Our Literacy Specialist also regularly consults on individual students. Literacy coaching time is built into the morning schedule which allows our specialist the opportunity to both guest teach and observe teachers during morning literacy instruction. 

· Families – Our Literacy Specialist is available to all Blaine families for tips on family reading, encouraging reluctant readers, read aloud suggestions and the like. The Literacy Corner is published in Tiger Tracks once a month with the hope of sharing helpful suggestions to our community of learners. Our specialist also serves as a member of our Student Intervention Team and joins many families for fall conferences.

· Assessments – Assessment that informs instruction is a critical tool for teachers. At Blaine, we administer the Direct Reading Assessment (DRA) twice a year for our elementary students, and twice a year for our middle school students. Students who are performing below standard are also assessed in winter. New students are assessed as they join our Blaine community.

