No leveling system is an exact science.  There are frequent discrepancies when the same book is looked at by different systems.  The important reason for leveling books is to show a range of material at incremental levels of difficulty.  Taken into consideration are length, print, layout, illustrations, content, themes, ideas, story structure and/or expository text features. Additionally, student interest and prior knowledge must be factored in.
SPS Developmental Reading Stages


Grade Level
Approximations



DRA Levels
Guided Reading
Levels
(Fontas & Pinnell)


Reading Recovery
A
K
A
-
-
A
K
1
A
1
A
K
2
B
2
A
K
3
B
2
B
K, 1
4
C
3, 4
B
K, 1
6
D
5, 6
B
K, 1
8
E
7, 8
C
1, 2
10
F
9, 10
C
1, 2
12
G
 11, 12
C
1, 2
14
H
 13, 14
C
1, 2
16
I
   15, 16, 17
D
2
18
J
   18, 19, 20
D
2
20
K
-
D
2
24
L
-
D
2
28
M
-
E
3
30
N
-
F
3, 4
34
O
-
F
3, 4
38
P
-
G
4
40
Q, R
-
H
5
44
S, T
-
Revised 2006

