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December events:

¥ Direct Appeal Fund Drive: Dec. 1to Jan.
31

¥ Diversity Group Meeting: Thurs, Dec. 6,
7p.m.-830p. m.

¥ EarthCorps planting project: Dec. 8, 9:30
a.m.

¥ Site Council meeting: Dec. 11, 7 p.m.

¥ Winter Bazaar: Dec. 13.

¥ Winter Break: No school, Dec. 24 to Jn. 4.

Future File:

¥ Jan. 7: Frst day of school after Winter
Break.

¥ School Tours: Jan. 7 to Feb. 28.

http:// www.cfd.wa.gov or
http:// www.washington.edu/uwcfd/ (UW
employees).

Fabulous Fundraising
Opportunity

Fundraising Committee

Denise Spring

Thornton Creek Direct Appeal Fund Drive

The Thornton Creek Direct Appeal Fund Drive
has officially started! During the next two
months, please consider making a contribution
to this important fund drive. Direct Appeal
funds are earmarked for our academic
assistants and academic coaching programs.
These programs make it possble to provide
small-group and one-on-one teaching in math
and reading, for example. Please help support
our students and teachers by giving to the
Thornton Creek Direct Appeal.

If you are an employee of the Sate of
Washington, you have the option to make your
Direct Appeal donation through the Washington
Sate Combined Fund Drive. This mechanism
allows for direct payroll deductions, which some
parents find convenient. All donations made to
AE2/ Thornton Creek through the CFD count as
donations to the Direct Appeal. The CFD ends
Dec. 7. For more details please go to

John Minor

The Thornton Creek community has yet
again been offered a wonderful fundraising
opportunity with the kick-off of the Direct
Appeal campaign on Dec. 1, 2007. A school
family has once again decided to make a
generous donation of $4,000 and to have their
employer match that donation with an additional
$4,000 provided the school community raises
$8,000 in matching donations. Every dollar that
our Thornton Creek families donate will be
matched up to the maximum of $8,000. The
community has succesgully met this challenge
each of the last three years!!! This is fabulous
support for our academic coaching and
classioom assistance programs at Thornton
Creek. We are asking every Thornton Creek
family to consider making a donation to help us
reach our goal. Any amount that a family can
donate will be very much appreciated.
Remember that the Parent Group is a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization, and all donations are
tax deductible. If you work for a businessthat
matches employee donations to nonprofit
organizations, your contribution could be
doubled if you request your businessto match.

The family making the donation would like the
funds raised to be used to support the costs of
academic coaching and classoom academic
assktance. These programs provide much
needed academic assitance for small groups of
students in reading, writing and math. Your
contribution will help usto continue these
programs next school year.




This challenge will run from Dec. 1, 2007 to
Jan.31, 2008. Donation checks should be made
out to the Thornton Creek/AE Il Parent Group
and can either be placed in a box in the school
office or they can be mailed to the school office
at 7711 43° Avenue N.E., Seattle, 98115. Please
write @Gnnual fund driveOin the memo section of
your check to ensure that your donation is
credited to this special appeal.

Please remember that any amount that a family
can donate is very much appreciated and will
help us meet this challenge. A tally of donations
will be reported in the Thornton Creek
newsletter, on our website, and displayed on
thermometers throughout the school. If you
have any questions about this challenge, please
call John Miner in the office at 252-5300.

Thornton Creek
Diversity Group

Julie Bisson

Please join us on Thursday, Dec. 6, 7 - 8:30
p-m. at Ravenna Third Place Books and
Honey Bear Cafe, 6504 20th Avenue East. We
will discussany issues that are brought to the
group and plan upcoming diversity events at
Thornton Creek. Questions?Contact Julie Bisson
at jbisson@comcast.net or 206-298-2926.

Winter Bazaar

Deb Voss

The Winter Bazaar is rapidly approaching,
and we are thrilled with the enthusiasm
we’ve seen so far! The gym will be packed full
of kids selling all kinds of unique personal
creations. There will also be many interesting
vendors in the cafeteria from 3 D7 p.m. We
encourage you to bring your friends and family
to come shop all of the booths.

There will also be lots of treats for sde after
school, and a coffee and beverage service will
be available. All proceeds benefit Thornton
Creek School. Say tuned for more information
about a fabulous raffle the night of the event.

While the space for students is completely full,
there is still room after school if you or someone
you know would like to sell something that
evening. There are still forms available in the
office, or you can e-mail the organizers directly.
We also need volunteers to help us set up the
event (9 D11 am.) and get things back in order
at the end of the evening (7 8 p.m.) If you
would like to help, please contact us. Looking
forward to seeing you all on the 13"

deborahvoss@comcast.net or
hollyfft@omcast.net
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Amy Smith Bell

Got emcee talent? The auction team is seeking
an enthusiastic and charismatic Thornton Creek
parent to act as master of ceremonies on auction
night. The emcee will work in conjunction with
the new professional auctioneer and will read
the live auction descriptions. This person should
feel comfortable on stage and in front of a
crowd and of course be at ease with a
microphone. The ability to tell a good joke or ad
lib if necessary wouldn®hurt either. Interested?
Contact Nancy Lichter (n.lichter@omcast.net).

Perfect timing. The time is right to get your
donations in for the 2007 tax year. Please ask
your friends, neighbors, and local businesses to
support our school with a donation. Or consider
how you can turn your own talents, time, and
creativity into a great auction item. Sop by the
office today to pick up a donation packet (on
the bookcase to the left of the front desk).
Donation forms and letters are also available
online. Visit the auction website to learn more
about this annual event, the kinds of items we
are seeking, and the many other ways you can
help make this critical fundraiser a huge success:
http:// www.seattleschools.org/ schools/ae2/aucti
on/

Remember, every Thornton Creek family plays a
role!




Volunteer Coordinator News

Pie in the Sky!

Anne Van Loen

Background Checks. Thanks to all the parents
who have completed and returned Washington
Sate Background Check forms! These checks are
ongoing, so it®@ not too late to fill one out (extras
are in the office). Please remember that we need
this form before you can volunteer with children
at school. Feel free to contact me at
avanloen@mail.com if you have questions.

Fun Family Volunteer Opportunity! The
Thornton Creek School community has
been invited to participate in a planting
project along Maple Leaf Reach, a Thornton
Creek tributary, on Saturday, Dec. 8!
EarthCorps has organized this event, which starts
at 9:30 am. at 10565 Ravenna Ave. NE.
EarthCorps will provide hot beverages, cookies,
some tools, and planting guidance. So bring
your family and digging tools, wear warm
clothes and gloves, and stay as long as you like!
Wed take a Thornton Creek School group
picture at 10 a.m.

EarthCorps contact: Su Thieda (206) 322-9296.

Thornton Creek School contact: Anne Van Loen
(206) 297-0677.

Kellie LaRue

I just wanted to thank everyone for the
smashing success of the Thanksgiving Pie
project. We collected over 45 pies to show our
appreciation to the teachers and staff. It was a
huge hit with both parents and staff, who got to
take a great selection of yummy pies home to
their friends and family.

The incredible level of participation this year is a
great sign of how much we value our staff and
our sense of community, and how much we
appreciate everything our team of professional
educators do for our children, families, and
school. Thanks to all!

Be an Ambassador

National Scrip

Rae Keyes

The last National Scrip order before the
holidays is due tomorrow, Tuesday, Dec. 4.
Order forms were sent home last week and
should be turned in with your payment to the
envelope labeled National Scrip Orders (located
in your child® classroom or in the office). If you
still need a form, they are available on the
Thornton Creek website. Please ensure you
place your order in the correct envelope, since
there may be a couple of envelopes outside
each classoom for book orders, teacher gifts,
etc. We@e had a couple of misdirected orders
that didn®make it to us until after the deadline,
and we don®want to jeopardize anyone®
holiday gift-giving! Orders will be available for
pick-up the following week. If you have any
guestions, please contact Gina Uhlman at 417-
6252 or Rae Keyes at 522-1326.

Sign up to be an ambassador for Thornton
Creek.

Help us show new families the best of our
school. We offer school tours in January and
February to parents considering Thornton
Creek.

Tours are scheduled each Tuesday and Thursday
morning from 9:15 through first recess. John
Minor usually gives a half-hour presentation,
after which we need parent ambassadors to
escort small groups of parents on a tour of the
school, offer their perspective of the school and
answer questions.

Wed be offering some basic training on how to
conduct tours and answer questions on Monday,
Dec. 3 at both 9:15 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. For the
most part, the job is just a matter of scheduling
yourself for a few mornings. In previous years,
parents have found it to be a great way to get
involved in the school, as being a tour
ambassalor has a very well-defined time
commitment and scope.

Contact Kellie LaRue at klarue@mac.com if
you@e interested in becoming an ambassadlor for
our school.

Classroom Website
Content Needed

Al Tietjen

Our student classroom reporters group is
doing a fantastic job of writing content for the
website. Check it out if you haven®been there
recently. But we can®do it all, and 1@ like some




parents (one from each classoom, hopefully) to
take on the task of collecting student work (art,
writing, etc.) related to expeditions or other
classmom work. If you can be that person for
your child® classoom, please contact me
immediately. 1@ like to get something up before
school tours start in January. Please consider
how great this might make us look to
prospective new families. Please contact Al
Tietjen at 547-1303 or al@fusionstudios.net.

Room 17 Food Drive

Room 17 and room 11 have been volunteering
with the University District food bank. To
support the food banks more, we are starting a
food drive for Northwest Harvest. Northwest
Harvestis an organization that collects much of
the food that food banks in the area have
available. They will be picking up the donations
in two weeks. We would greatly appreciate
donations of canned food. They can make an
enormous difference as the food banks try to
cope with extra needs during the holidays.
There will be a table by the front door for you
to drop off your donations. Thank you for your
willingnessto help out!

Thornton Creek News is a Site Council
funded program. The Communications
Committee oversees this program and
determines the content.

Priorities for newsletter items: Site Council
news and sponsored programs, events and
meeting minutes; school administration
announcements; staff and teacher programs,
news and events; Bulletin Board
announcements of interest to the school
community on a space-available basis (see
below for restrictions).

Bulletin Board Inclusion Policy: Prioritized in
accord with available time and space. Top
priority is reserved for Thornton Creek events
and activities. This includes district-sponsored
or sanctioned events. Secondary priority is
given to free events and activities that would be
of interest to the Thornton Creek community.
Events and activities that are fee-based and
submissions by commercial enterprises
(including nonprofits) will require a $5
submission fee. Make checks payable to
Thornton Creek Parent Group and send to
Thornton Creek c/o Nova Herzog. Publication
does not mean endorsement by Thornton
Creek.

Thornton Creek News is published Mondays
by Thornton Creek School Parent Group.
Submission Deadline: Thursday, 9 a.m. for
hard copy placed in office box; 5 p.m. for e-
mailed items. The preferred format for e-
mailed submissions is an MS Word
attachment. Please specify how many weeks
you want your article to run.

Please e-mail newsletter items to
ae2newseditor@gmail.com. If you are
submitting a paper version please call.
Community Bulletin Board Items: Please send
to both ae2newseditor@gmail.com and to Al
Tietjen at al@fusionstudios.net.

Editors: Caroline Byrne and Eric Nacke.




