Welcome!

AEIl News

www.seattleschools.org/schools/AEIl/ Main Office: 252-5300
Attendance Line/Voicemail: 252-5304
Fax: 252-5301 School Hours: 9:00 am - 3:05 pm

September 10, 2007
Sponsored by AE Il Parent Group
Address: 7711 43rd Avenue NE; Seattle, WA 98115

September Events:

¥ Srategic Planning Meeting/ Site Council
Meeting: Tues, Sept 11, 7:00PM, in the
Library.

¥ Classroom Meetings: Thursday, Sept 20,
6:45 PM, meet in the Cafeteria.

¥ Two-hour early dismissal: Wed, Sept 26.

Future File:
¥ No School: Fri, Oct 12.

Classroom Meetings

Please send a complete set of clothing for
your child to keep in their locker. Many times
children splash and fall in puddles, and clothing
is needed for all grade levels.

After School Programs: If you are planning to
use the school after or before hours, I will need
to send in a building permit. Please call me
ahead of time ~ they don't take long but there
are several bits of information needed, including
a contact email address for whoever is in
charge. 252-5304.

John Miner

Teachers and parents will gather for our back to
school classroom meetings. The meetings are
scheduled for Thursday, September 20. Parents
are asked to meet in the cafeteria at 6:45 for
introductions to our school staft and a few
general announcements. Parents will meet with
their child's teacher in classrooms from 7:00-
8:00.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Strategic Planning Meeting

From the Office

Jenny Evans and Lin Sullam

Attendance. Parents, please call the office any
time your child will be late or absent from
school. You can leave a message at 252-5304
any time, day or night, seven days a week.

Please make sure your child knows where
s/heis going after school, and how they are
getting there. It is difficult for us to get messages
to children at school. If you have something
come-up unexpectedly, and need to make a
change, please notify us immediately, and we
will do our best to get a message to them.

By putting aperson down as an emergency
contact, you are automatically authorizing them
to pick up your child in an emergency.

Maria Gutierrez

Please join us for the first meeting of the new
school year, at 6pm on September 11th in the
library, directly before the Site Council meeting
at 7pm. We will be reviewing written materials
about the school’s mission, philosophy and
curriculum, as well as setting an agenda and
timeline for the year. Be a part of determining
future priorities and growth for Thornton Creek
School. Any questions can be addressed to Dean
LaRue (seadean@mac.com) or Maria Gutierrez
(rainier@oz.net).

New Name Marketing
Committee

Anne Van Loen

Are you excited about spreading the news about
our new School name: Thornton Creek School?

We are looking for a group of decisive and
creative people to assist in the logo and mascot
design, and to help develop and implement
marketing concepts.

If interested, please contact Anne Van Loen
(avanloen@gmail.com).




District Relations

Maria Gutierrez

SPS staff members are currently working on
creating a new school-funding model, based on
an average of 450 students per school. Working
schematics of what staff different size schools
will be allocated will be presented later this
month. There is a Board work session on this
topic scheduled for Sept. 12, 5-7pm.

For updated information on proposed changes
to the Student Assignment plan please use the
following link:

http://www.seattleschools.org/area/newassign/st
udent_assign update.pdf.

The update concedes that no changes will be
made to the Student Assignment Plan for
Elementary Schools for the upcoming enrollment
year 08-09.

Site Council

mentioned that an assistant for the teacher/staff
appreciation part would be very helpful.)

The Hospitality volunteer organizes welcoming
events for new families and plans a variety of
appreciation events for teachers and staff. If you
would like to organize one aspect of hospitality
(i.e., teacher/staff appreciation, school potlucks,
or new parent hospitality), please let us know.

Recruitment & Hiring: We need someone to
fill Sandra Brettler’s role in Recruitment and
Hiring. The Hiring Volunteer plans and
coordinates recruitment of staff members for
AEFEII.

Welcome, and thanks ahead of time for your
participation in the AEIl Community.

Have a great year.

Interests or questions about District news,
meetings and policies please contact Maria
Gutierrez (rainier@oz.net).

Ed Schwartz, Denise Spring, Nancy Lichter

Open Invitation to Attend Site
Council/Parent Group Meetings. All parents
are invited to attend any, and all, Site
Council/Parent Group Meetings. Site
Council/Parent Group is to AEIl what a PTA is to
most schools. (Technically, the Parent Group is
in charge of raising and spending money, and
Site Council sets policy, but they are in reality,
one group.) Parent Group raises funds to pay for
important school functions such as; First and
Second Grade reading tutors, academic
assistants, and professional training for teachers
(including support for the Expeditionary
Learning program and Choral Music). Last year,
the Parent Group raised more than $120,000
thanks to a dedicated group of volunteer
parents. Childcare is available at these
meetings if arranged in advance (contact
Lisa Calvert |calvert@seattleschools.org

We have a few other Site council positions that
need to be filled:

Grants: Denise Gonzales-Walker, our Grants
volunteer would like help this year. The Grants
volunteer identifies and seeks funding from a
variety of sources to support specific programs
at AEIL

Hospitality: Kelly La Rue has volunteered to be
the Hospitality Chair. Thanks Kelly! (Kelly has

Gym & Fitness News

Sue Doty

Welcome to school for all new and
returning students!

In order to be better prepared to fully participate
in PE classes, it would be helpful to wear a
sturdy pair of rubber soled shoes, or have them
in your locker ready for use during class.

The following is a schedule of the different days
classes will have PE.

Todd M, T,F Rebecca T,W,F
Teresa T,Th Steve M, Th,F
Crystal T,Th,F Julie M,W,F
Jo/Sandra M,W,Th Rick M,W,F
Katie T,Th Lori T,W,Th
Nora T,W,Th Laura T,W
Mari M,W,Th Liz T,Th,F

Also, if you're interested in participating in a
once aweek unicycle club during lunch, bring
in your own bike helmet if possible. We do have
helmets at school for student use, however it
requires wearing a hair cover for health reasons.
The day of week is yet to be determined (most
likely Wednesday or Thursday).




As we begin the school year, our focus will be
on personal and community safety,
sportsmanship, playground games, rules and
why they are necessary.

For 3rd grade and up, we will bedoing the
CFitnessgram Ofitness assessment throughout
the year, to show individual improvement and
physical growth. We will do this by using the 5
components of fitness including cardio
respiratory endurance, muscular strength,
muscular endurance, flexibility, and body
composition (height & weight).

Volunteers would be helpful for gathering
and entering this data.

New this year, 5th graders will participate in a
pilot classroom based assessment, titled
Concepts of Health and Fitness. Together, we
will reinforce the 5 components of health and
fitness and then students will write a “Get Fit
Summer” plan, based on their own interests and
goals sometime in May.

Thedistrict partnership with Cascade
Bicycle Club continues this year. We will be
focusing on bicycle safety for three weeks
beginning November 5, 2007. Cascade BC will
deliver a classroom set of bikes for use during
this time. We will also have a limited number of
our own bikes available for student use.

If you have questions or comments, my
school phone number is 206-252-5260

Looking forward to a great year,
Sue Doty
PE Teacher AEII-Decatur

Library Notes

fiction, chapter books, picture books, fairy tales
and much more.

November 16-19 Book Fair at the University
Bookstor e. Please mark your calendars now
and plan to shop at the U. Bookstore that
weekend. Fight your procrastination urge! Do
your holiday book and gift shopping there (they
have a nice selection, and we can shop the
whole store for the benefit of our library). If you
would like to volunteer to plan an event that
brings students and parentsinto the
bookstor e that weekend, please contact me
as soon as possible.

Emergent Reader Library. Parents of primary
students take note! We have an emergent reader
collection in our library. These are leveled books
(Fountas & Pinnell) for children just beginning
to learn to read. They can be checked out to
your child’s card, or I can crate a parent card for
you to check them out. Take them home in a
zip-loc bag (provided—they are very small
books and less easily damaged or lost if kept in
a bag) and read with your child! New titles are
being added to this collection next week. See
me if you have questions.

Library Checkout Day. Each student has a
regularly scheduled library checkout day. The
schedule is posted on the library door. Primary
students will receive a refrigerator magnet to
help them and their families remember which
day to bring books back. Might T also suggest
designating a specific location in your house (a
basket, bin or special shelf, etc.) just for Mary
Cooper Library books? Fewer lost books = fewer
headaches and a well-maintained collection!
Thanks for your help!

Ginny Allemann

Greetings everyone! I hope everyone has time
during the weeks ahead to stop by the Mary
Cooper (AEID Library. I'm Ginny Allemann, your
school librarian. The library is open from 8:30
AM till 4:00 PM. | welcome volunteers,
especially if you can email me ahead of
time. My email address is

vaallemann @seattleschools.org.

New Books. We have many, many new books
in our library. Stamping them is all that needs to
be done to get them circulating, as we purchase
with processing and cataloging already done.
Topics include multicultural focus books, books
with math tie-ins, expedition books, poetry, non-

b

Nancy Lichter

Volunteer Help Needed!! The annual Auction
on April 12™ 2008 is our biggest fundraiser of the
year. This is an evening where the AEII
community gets together and has a pretty darn
fun time and incidentally raises a good deal of
money to fund our most important programs.
We have a dedicated group of new and
returning parents who have already volunteered




to coordinate next year’s auction. We need many
more volunteers to make this a successful event,
and there are two key Auction volunteer
positions that are still open. These positions are
essential for maximizing our revenue and
decreasing our expenses.

1. Auction Assistant (1-2 people): The
Auction Coordinator needs 1-2 people to
function as her assistants. This is atop
priority! Being an Auction Assistant
doesn’t require years of experience, just
someone who is willing to learn, support
the Auction team members, and
contribute towards making the auction a
success. And you’ll be working with a
wonderful group of parents!

2. Caterer: We are looking for a parent to
cater next year’s auction. Deb
Brownstein has generously catered our
auction for free for 3 years. (We
purchased the food; she cooked, served,
hired the kitchen staff, etc.) This was a
generous way for her to support the
auction, but frankly, she would like to
enjoy the next one. Next year® auction
caterer does NOT need to provide all
services for free, but we would like to
find someone who could offer us a
discount. Good caterers get booked
well in advance, and we need to identify
someone in the next couple of months.

Please contact Denise Spring
(springdenise@hotmail.com), Nancy Lichter
(n.lichter @omcast.net), or Anne Van Loen
(avanloen @mail.com) if you, or anyone you
know, is interested in either of these positions.

Tietjen al@usionstudios.net and let me know
what you can do. This will be an activity that
will not require a great deal of time, but will be
needed throughout the year.

From the Volunteer
Coordinator

Anne Van Loen

PLEASE don't forget to complete your Parent
Volunteer Survey!

Save time! Do it on line! Click on the Volunteer
Survey link at the AEIl Website, or go to:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=bn0
WynOlehkXG1lukaejcFQ 3d _3d

Paper versions of the survey were sent home on
the first day (and there are extras in the office).
Feel free to turn those in if you prefer pen and
ink :)

Thanks in advance!!!

Some Thank you’s

From the Communication
Chair

Al Tietjin

AE2 website islooking for classroom
reporters. The Communications Committee
would like to invite interested parents and
students to volunteer to become classroom
reporters to write stories, take photos, and
collect information about your classroom
activities and expeditions for posting on the
school website. Our goal is to keep everyone
informed about the wonderful things that
happen “behind the scenes” and contribute to
the community spirit that is so great at AEIIL If
you want to become this person for your
classroom, please send an email to Al

Various Contributors

Thanks to Susan Buskin for her hard work on
the AFEII newsletter! She trained us as best she
could and left the newsletter in great shape and
this is much appreciated! We'll try to carry on as
best we can as the new co-editors this year.
(Tamara Yurkanin and Caroline Byrne -
newsletter co-editors for 2007-08)

Thanks to Al Tietjen for all his work on the
website! It is a great communication tool. I'm
using the site more and more, and each time I
visit T find some new area of content there. It's
great! (Anonymous)

Many, many thanks to Rae Keyes for
organizing the collating of our opening packet
and for the following volunteers who worked on
it: Greg Barnes, Amy Smith Bell, Julie Bisson,
Adam Dickenson, Kris Dickenson, Sarah Fulton,
Jai Hayden, Daniel Keyes, Jessica Moskowitz,
Sarah Moskowitz, Assaf Oron, Judith Ruha,
Denise Spring, Bridget Yule, Macy Yule. We
really appreciate you. (Lin and Jenny)

Bulletin Board




FOUND. An arrowhead necklace was found at
AEIL Please see Jenny in the office if you think
it's yours.

AEIl NEWS: Published Mondays by AEIl Parent
Group. Deadline: For Monday's paper, send
items the prior Thurs., 5 pm.

Newsletter content limited to news of AEIl and
school district. Please send newsletter items by
email to: ae2newseditor@gmail.com NOTE
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS. If you are submitting
a paper version, please call also. Community
Bulletin Board ltems: Please send items to both
ae2newseditor@gmail.com and to Al at
al@fusionstudios.net. Editors: Caroline Byrne
and Tamara Yurkanin




