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Attendance Line/Voice mail: 252-5304
Fax: 252-5301 School Hours: 9:00 a.m. - 3:05 p.m.

May events:

¥ Diversity Committee meeting: May 1,
6:30 p.m.EB p.m.

¥ Class picture day: May 2.

¥ Spring BookFair: May 12 through May 16,
8:30 am.BB3:30 p.m.

¥ Site Council meeting: May 13, 7 p.m.

¥ Dress as your favorite book character:
May 14.

¥ New-family orientation: May 15, 6 p.m.br
p.m.

¥ Expedition Night: May 15, 7 p.m.BE9 p.m.

¥ Professional development day: May 21, 1
p.m. dismissd.

¥ Athletic Skills Night: May 22.

¥ Memorial Day, May 26: No school.

Corrected BookFair Dates

Virginia Alleman

This year® Sring BookFair runs from Monday,
May 12, through Friday, May 16, 8:30 am.b
3:30 p.m.

District Relations

Communities and Parents for Public Schools of
Seattle (CPPS of Seattle) has organized two
opportunities next week for parents to talk with
district staff about two hot topicsN middle
school and enrollment.

Q¥hat’s Up with Middle-School Education in
Seattle Public Schools?” is a panel disaussion
that will be held Wednesday, April 30, at Meany
Middle School. The CPPS annual meeting will go
from 6:30 to 7 p.m., and the panel on middle
schools will go from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

Why do we find the middle-school years so
educationally challenging? What do we really

want?We know that some district middle
schools are considered @oodQalternatives and
others are not. Some folks shy from the public
middle schools altogether. What® up?What is
present or lacking in Seattle Public Middle
Schools?

The panel includes:

Ruth Medsker, SPS Middle Schools Director

Bob Vaughan, Director for Advanced Learning
Princess Shareef, Meany Middle School Principal
Michael Tolley, High Schools Director

Several involved middle school parent advocates

Questions and answers about the Seattle
Public Schools Enrollment System.

Many people are confused and frustrated about
school enrollment. In order to help, CPPSis
hosting a meeting for parents and caregivers to
get information and answers from Seattle Public
Schools Enrollment and Planning Manager Tracy
Libros. Join us Thursday, May 1, 7 to 8:30 p.m.
at the John Sanford Center.

Cxchool choice: Fact or Fiction

How does the school assignment process work?
Why did | get a school | didn®choose?Tie-
breakers: What are they and how do they work?
Waiting lists: Does my child have a chance of
getting in?How do they work?How/when/w hy
should parents inform schools if their child will
not be attending? School enroliment for 2008-09
is happening now. Waitlists begin to move May
1! Come learn how the system works, ask
questions about your child® enrollment or find
out how to be prepared for next year.

Picture-Day Helpers Needed

AnneVan Loen

We need a couple of parents to help out
with class pictures on Friday, May 2, from 9:10
a.m. to about 10:30 a.m. Your assistance guiding
classes will be invaluable to both the




photographer and staff. Please contact Anne Van
Loen at avanloen@mail.com or (206) 351-3224.
Thanks in advance!

to tell stories at Thornton Creek, please contact
Julie Bisson at jbisson@comcastnet or 206-298-
2926.

Gym & Fitness News

Sue Doty

Volunteers please come forward. The kids are
ready to practice! | need help supervising at
lunchtime in the gym and with set up of the
mats and ropes.

7 RUCTION

Help with Screenings

Judy Underhill

I’'m planning more hearing and vision
screenings for the students and would love to
have some volunteers help on Thursday, May 1,
starting at 9:30 a.m. for setup and information,
and then ending at lunchtime, at 12:00.

If you®e available, please e-mail me at
imunderhill @seattleschools.org. Thanks.

Diversity Committee

Julie Bison

Please join us for our next Diversity
Committee meeting on Thursday, May 1, from
6:30 to 8 p.m. in the library. We® discussisaues
that are brought to the group as well as plan
activities for the remainder of the school year. If
you have questions or would like more
information contact Julie Bisson at
jbisson@comcastnet or 206-298-2926. Thanks.

The Diversity Committee is excited to
announce its new collection of Thornton
Creek Persona Dolls. We have five dolls, two
boys and three girls, from various ethnic
backgrounds.

The dolls will be used to tell stories to children
in class;moms and at assemblies about various
aspects of diversity. Before the dolls can be
used, we need to assign each of them
comprehensive identities (for example, name,
age, family makeup, ethnicity, siblings,
abilities/disabilities, class). The dollsGdentities
will be a reflection of the diversity among
children and families at Thornton Creek as well
as aspects of diversity that are not reflected in
our community.

If you would like to be involved in helping to
create identities and learn how to use the dolls

Amy Smith Bell and Denise Spring

Auction clearance days. There are still a few
items available for sde at clearance prices (at
least half off the original value or make an
offer). Thisis a great opportunity for anyone
who was unable to attend the auction to make a
contribution. Cash and checks are accepted.
Available items include:

¥ the Pacifica Choir package
¥ computer consulting

¥ membership at the Olympic Athletic
Club

acupuncture treatment

¥ an annual membership to the
Cascade Bicycle Club.

Please stop by the auction table outside the
office Thursday, May 1, from 2:45 p.m. to 3:30
p.m., and Friday, May 2, from 8:45 a.m. to 9:30
a.m. to check out what® still available. There are
some great deals! Questions?Contact Anji Jarvis
(mad_house7806@comcast.net).

Parties, parties, parties. If you forgot to sign
up for a party or want to bring a friend, there
are some available spots for several of the
parties offered at the auction:

¥ Texas Hold @m Men® Poker Party,
hosted by John Phillips and Richard
Snith, May 30, $25/ person.

¥ Feng Shui Party, hosted by Kellie and
Dean LaRue (note the original May
17 date will be rescheduled; a new
date in June will be announced
soon), $20/ person.

¥ Parents Night Out at Wedgwood Ale
House June 7, $20/ person.

Don®missout on the fun! Watch for a kidmail
flyer coming soon with more details. Questions?
Contact Nancy Lichter (n.lichter@omcastnet).




Gardening gala a great success. Gardening
guru Ciscoe Morris entertained and enlightened
as the guest of honor at our first auction-related
party last Thursday. Thanks go to party hosts
(and Thornton Creek grandparents) Randy and
Carole Martens, who opened their beautiful
home for this fun evening of fine wine and
cheese, good company, and plant talk! What a
treat!

Classroom reporters

Edited by Al Tiefen

EARTH DAY

GO GREEN by Keara, Rm. 14

Global warming is creating a huge problem for
all of the world. We, the human race, are
causing it. Our cars and factories let off exhaust,
which goes up and thickens the atmosphere.
Qun rays are trapped on earth and are melting
ice caps and glaciers at a too-fast rate. This
causes animals such as polar bears to drown
since they can®find ice. But all is not lost E
yet. By following these tips on how to stop
global warming, we can save the world from a
fiery end:

¥ walk, or ride your bike
¥ plant many trees

¥ ride the bus more often
¥ carpool

¥ reduce the number of things you buy that
have to be shipped

¥ use recycled paper
¥ reduce your waste as much as possble
¥ don®litter

¥ arrange an Gtem-loaning systemOfor your
neighborhood. Make lists of what people are
willing to lend each other and borrow from
families instead of buying

¥ compost food products

¥ only buy new things if absolutely necessary
and hand down old things if still usable

¥ bring reusable bags to the store
¥ use energy-efficient cars.

Good luck saving the planet!

CLOSE CALL by Carlos, Rm. 8

On Earth Day | had a really good day (not!).
Okay, first Riley whipped me to bits, and then
when | got home, half of our tree was on the
ground. It fell over and almost hit a recycling
truck.

GETTING RESPECT by Alex, Rm. 9
Earth Day is a day when people are respectful of
the earth, such as picking up litter.

KEEP IT CLEAN by Parker, Rm. 9
Earth Day is a time when people help clean up
the earth.

National Scrip Order

Rae Keyes

National scrip order forms will be going home
via kidmail Monday, April 28, and will be due
on Tuesday, May 6. Order forms are also
available on the school Web site or at the scrip
table. The order form only shows a portion of
the retailers available; check out
www.glscrip.com/retailerlisti ndex.aspx for a
complete list. For this order period only, there
are special increases in percentages for Land®
End (12 percent), JC Penney (6 percent) and
Bath and Body Works (18 percent). Also new on
the form: Great Clips gift cards for $25, which
the school would be able to purchase for 8
percent offl

S, if you®e planning on any spring shopping,
consider paying for it with scrip and help raise
money for the school! Orders will be available
about one week after the order due date. There
will be one last national saip order this school
year that will be due Tuesday, June 3.

Bulletin Board

Seeking new co-editor for Thornton Creek
News. If you®e looking for a way to volunteer
at Thornton CreekN and want to do it all from
your home computerK this might be the
opportunity for you!

After an interesting and enjoyable year as co-
editor of the newsletter, | am looking for
someone to take my place in the 2008209
school year. The new editor will be working
as part of ateam (with Eric Nacke, Room 1
parent and copyediting whizz!). This makes




the job manageable and enjoyable. If you are
interested in becoming the next Thornton
Creek News co-editor, or would like more
information, please e-mail Caroline Byrne at,
the.byrnes@hotmail.com. Thanks.

“Two Angry Moms,” a documentary film
offering strategies to bring nutritious meals
and fresh local food into public-school
cafeterias, is being presented by Bastyr
University, Whole Foods Market and
Washington Sate University King County
Extension.

The film addresses nutrition-related issues
surrounding the food served in school
cafeterias. And it offers strategies for
overcoming roadblocks to replacing unhealthy
school lunches with nutritious meal options.
Visit www.twoangrymoms.org for more
information about the film.

A panel disaussion featuring local nutrition
and food-service experts will follow the
sareening.

Showtime is Thursday, May 1, at 7 p.m. in
the Bastyr University Auditorium, 14500
Juanita Drive, Kenmore, WA 98028. Free
Admission.

Soccer for women. Two spots have opened up
on my women@® 30+ soccer team. We play
Tuesday evenings and have a blast! Please e-
mail Anne Van Loen avanloen@gmail.com or
call (206) 351-3224 for more information.

Kickball for mothers. Bryant Elementary
School has again challenged area elementary
schoolsto field teams of mothers for a
kickball competition.

When: Sunday, May 4, from 1to 5 p.m.
Where: Viewridge Park

Cost up to $2.50

ill level: none!

We had ateam last year and had a lot of fun.
If you are interested in playing, please contact
Rachel Bishop (Tashi® mum, Room 1) at

bishop.r@ghc.org, or just show up on the day!

The Victory Heights evening 3-5’s preschool
program is enrolling students for the
2008-09 school year. The program is
designed for kids who have turned four years
old by fall, 2008, and is geared toward those
who will be entering kindergarten the
following year.

Our teacher, Suzie Barrow, is finishing her
second year of teaching at Victory Heights but

has a total of almost seven years of experience
teaching preschool. Her energy and
enthusiasm resonates throughout the class,
and all of the kids adore her.

If youd like to know more about us and our
program, I@ happy to answer any questions.
Please contact me to set up atime. Jen
Marberry, Parent Coordinator, 2007-08, (206)
274-8172 jenphat@hotmail.com.

THORNTON CREEK T-SHIRTS
Jhn Chavez
Last call for Thornton Creek T-shirts design
by Room 11! Sill want a Thornton Creek
hoodie?Need a short-sleeve shirt for summer?
Well, now is your last chance to order one
this year. Room 11 has three orders pending
and needs to get 25 to make one last printing

run. Please stop by Room 11 and ask Seve
for an order form. Deadline for ordersis
Friday, May 9! Note: Please do not pay in
advance, in case we don®get enough orders.
Questions?Email Seve.

Thornton Creek News is a Site Council funded program. The
Communications Committee oversees this program and
determines the content.

Priorities for newsletter items: Site Council news and
sponsored programs, events and meeting minutes; school
administration announcements; staff and teacher programs, news
and events; Bulletin Board announcements of interest to the
school community on a space-available basis (see below for
restrictions).

Bulletin Board Inclusion Policy: Prioritized in accord with
available time and space. Top priority is reserved for Thornton
Creek events and activities. This includes district-sponsored or
sanctioned events. Secondary priority is given to free events and
activities that would be of interest to the Thornton Creek
community. Events and activities that are fee-based and
submissions by commercial enterprises (including nonprofits) will
require a $5 submission fee. Make checks payable to Thornton
Creek Parent Group and send to Thornton Creek c/o Nova
Herzog. Publication does not mean endorsement by Thornton
Creek.

Thornton Creek News is published Mondays by Thornton
Creek School Parent Group. Submission Deadline: Thursday,
9 a.m. for hard copy placed in office box; 5 p.m. for e-mailed
items. The preferred format for e-mailed submissions is an
MS Word attachment. Please specify how many weeks you want
your article to run.

Please e-mail newsletter items to ae2newseditor@gmail.com. If
you are submitting a paper version please call. Community
Bulletin Board Items: Please send to both
ae2newseditor@gmail.com and to Al Tietjen at
al@fusionstudios.net.

Editors: Caroline Byrne and Eric Nacke.




