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February events:

¥ School tours: Jan. 7 D Feb. 28.

¥ Professional development: Feb. 6, early
dismissal, 1 p.m.

¥ Talents Night: Feb. 8, 6.30 p.m., Eckstein
Middle School.

¥ Site Council meeting: Feb. 12, 7 p.m.

¥ Presidents Day & mid-winter break: No
school, Feb. 18 b 22.

Future File:

¥ Professional development: March 5,
early dismissal, 1 p.m.

project or anything that shows their creative
talent. The displays will be in the lobby of
Eckstein before the show. Any questions,
contact Amy Arthur at tadatogether@msn.com or
527-1235.

Principal® Notes

Talents Night News

Amy Arthur

Talents Night Dinner Starts at 5
p.m.

On Feb. 8, before Talents Night,
come to the Eckstein cafeteria for a delicious
pizza dinner. There will be plenty of healthy
fruits and vegetables to balance the pizza and
baked goods. Yes, scrumptious baked goods
will be available, including cookies and
brownies. And hot and cold drinks! Pizza slices
will be $3 and everything else $1. Where else
could you feed a family of 4 for under $20?Hot
pizza (plain, pepperoni, and veggie) will be
delivered 3 times between 5 p.m. and 6 p.m.,
so come early for best choices and hot pizza
and soothing (stage-fright reducing)
conversation! This is a benefit for Room 6. If
you would like to help, or if you need a special
meal due to allergies, please contact Susan at
shbuskinl@yahoo.com or 300-1048.

Special Projects for Talents Night

There is still time for your child to display a
special project at Talents Night (Feb. 8) at
Eckstein Middle School. We will supply the
table for your child to display a collection,

Jhn Minor

| want to sincerely thank those families who
donated funds to the Annual Appeal this

year. Because of your generosity, we were
able to meet the challenge portion of the
Appeal again this year. We will be able to use
these funds to provide important academic
support to our students by funding the
Academic Assitance program. This

targeted assistance has helped many of our
students over the years to make significant
academic gains. Thank you all for your support!

It is very encouraging to be a part of our
weekly new parent tours. The community
interest in our program continues to be strong.
Each week, we receive several compliments
from parents who visit the school. Again, |
want to thank Kellie LaRue and the cohort of
parents who meet with these new parents and
orient them to our program, one more example
of how important parents are to this program!

Gym & Fitness News

Sue Doty

Roller Skating will be happeningin the
gym, Feb. 4 BFeb. 15. All classes will
participate. Children may bring their own
helmet and skates, clearly labeled with their
name and room number.




Thiswould be agreat time for volunteers
to help with tying skates and to provide
other assistance, especially for the
kindergarteners, first- and second-graders.
Thanks, Que Doty: 206-252-5260.

7 RUCTION

~J

Amy Snith Bell

Donations drop-off day was a great success.
We took in close to 50 donations on Jan. 25,
including architectural services; kidsfloys,
clothing, and books; and studio time with
Thornton Creek parent and glass artist Seve
Hirt. We also pulled in about 30 bottles of
wine. Kellie LaRue was awarded the prize for
bringing in the most items that day b 12!

This overwhelming success has prompted us to
organize another donations drop-off day, this
Wedn esday, Feb. 6, 8:45 am. D9:30 a.m. we@
accept all donations, including wine (bottles
priced at $10 and up only, please). But we are
now focusing on professibnal services or family-
to-family services (see below for ideas). We
will be awarding another prize for the most
items donated that day. Now isthetimeto step
up if you haven®already!

Survey your skills. Do you have special
talents or marketable skills you can donate?
Gardening, landscape design, computer
consulting, massage, carpentry/ remodeling,
painting, and interior design services have
traditionally sold well at the auction. Use your
skills to create a cherished item for others to
bid on. The possibilities are endless. Go to
www .seattleschools.org/schools ae2/auction/d on
ations/n eed.htm for more ideas.

All donations must bereceived by March 1.
Questions?Contact Anji Jarvis
(mad_house7806@comcast.net). Donation
packets are available in the office or online at
www .seattleschools.org/schools ae2/auction/
donationg/| etter.htm.

Here are three other ways to show your
support:

1. Become a corporate sponsor. We invite you or
your businessto become a corporate event

sponsor with a cash donation. Your sponsorship
will be listed prominently on the auction Web
site, and you will receive a complimentary
display ad in the printed catalog.

2. Desdgn a tribute ad. Celebrate the impact of
our school community with a tribute ad to be
printed in the catalog and displayed on the Web
site. Thisis a fun way to support the school
community, including some of its most
innovative programs, while also creating a
family keepsake.

3. Advertise in the Busness Directory. If you
own a businessor work for one that supports
Thornton Creek School, submit your business
card for our Business Directory. The card will
be displayed on the auction Web site and in the
printed catalog, reaching more than 200 friends
and families of our school.

For details on becoming a corporate sponsor,
designing a tribute ad, or advertising in the
Business Directory, see the information for
GupportersOon the auction Web site at

www .seattleschools.org/schools/

ae?/auction/. Questions?Contact Mark Funk at
macfunk @omcast.net.

Be sure to check out the ever-growing online
catalog (http://thorntoncreek.maestroweb.com)
for a look at this year® offerings. New items are
being added each week. Log in and donate
your service or item online!

AUCTION COUNTDOWN: 26 daysto the
donations deadline! 68 daysto the big night!
Every step brings us closer to our goal.

Direct Appeal

Denise Sring

The donations are still streamingin! (And
we can use every one of them!) Thank you for
your enthusiastic response to this year® Direct
Appeal! We share the final results as soon as
we finish opening all the envelopes!

[t@ not too late to add your gift to the total!
Join with other generous Thornton Creek
families in supporting our school® Academic
Assistance and Academic Coaching programs
(budgeted to cost $45,000 this year!). A link
to the donation form can be found on the
Thornton Creek home page.

Thank you to our growing list of
contributors! Your generosity is vital to our
successand very much appreciated!




Anonymous (4)

Karen and David Appel

Gregory Barnes and HElizabeth Walkup
Lyndee and Scott Belina

Amy and Sean Bell

Phil Bell and Judy Ruha

James Benton and Jennifer Doherty
David Brooks and Ashley Clark

Eric Caldwell and Lisa Calvert
Teresaand Jeff Callison

Peter Cassidy and Susan Cantor
Jennifer and Vincente Castillo
Jennifer and Bryan Clark

Allison and Darrald Craigundine
David and Ann Delestine

Holly and Al DeMaranville

Tad and Cindy Deshler

Susan and Seven Dixon

Sephan Doll and dulie Allen

Janet Etches and Lisa Moody

Brent Ewing and Kelly Sanderbeck
Peter and Elizabeth Fiddler

Sarah and Frank Fulton

Juan Garcia and Amada Ojeda

James and Barbara Hanig

Nova Herzog and Jm Szer

Sephen Hirt and Tamara Leonard
George Hooper and Kore Schuder
Robert Hurberth

Aimee and Paul Jacobson

Anji and Richard Jarvis

Randy Jones and Hizabeth Srausz
Melissa and William Joyce

Cindy and John Kent

Rae and Nathan Keyes

Andrea and Richard Korry

Kim and Dean Lambert

Mitchel Levy and Rebecca Albiani
Nancy and Aaron Lichter

Henry Markus and Sandra Gurkewitz
Karl Melder and Karen Melder Smiley
Douglas Mercer and Annette Mercer Estes
Richard Mills and Kathleen Elsenboss
Katharyne Mitchell and Matthew Sparke
Samuel Moskowitz and Denise Spring
Linda Nash and Jm Hanford

Erin Nelson and Tom Atkins

Joseph Paperman and Lisa Horwich
Michaela and Haarald Peterson

Eric and Kelly Prime

Joan and Donald Roberts

Robert Salvino and Cynthia Wilcox
Marco Sanchez and Lisalevy
Bragdon Shields and Janet Lange
Beysim Sezgin

Nicole and Seven Swedberg
Jonathan Tait and Katherine Kirkpatrick

Kyria Tietze and Leonard Di Toro
Deborah and Chris Voss

Regan and Mark Wensnahan
Frank Wong and Manami Wakuta

School District Letter
Regarding Hold on Beef

Dear ParentsGuardians of Seattle Sudents:

This information is being provided to all
parentsguardians in the Seattle School District
regarding the GHold on some United Sates
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Beef. OUSDA
issued the MoldOafter receiving news on
Thursday, January 31, of serious allegations
concerning the treatment of cattle processed at
the Westland Meat Company in California.

Our response to that information was to remove
all beef from the Seattle Public Schools menus
as a pro-active, precautionary measure. We
were not asked or required to pull all beef
from the menu, but made this decision to
prevent confusion. Middle- and high-school
lunchrooms pulled all beef products starting
Thursday, so no beef was served on that day.

However, due to the late notice from USDA,
elementary students were served beef teriyaki
dippers on Thursday, January 31. These dippers
were processd by Pierre Foods Company. We
were informed by state officials that no meat
products provided by Pierre Foods contained
meat from Westland Meat Company.

District Nutrition Services is continuing to
monitor the situation, and will follow the
guidance of state officials regarding the results
of the USDA investigation. We will not resume
using beef until notified by the state that USDA
has finished its investigation.

The health and sdety of our students is of
primary concern. We ask for your
understanding and your support of the Seattle
School District School Meals Program. Sudents
will find their school favorites on the menu. We
will continue to offer variety and optionsin our
lunchrooms each day. The District Registered
Dietitian has revised the school menu for the
week of Feb. 4 B7. Lunchroom staff have the
revised menus and/or parents can go online to
www .seattleschools.org/area/n utrition-
svc/index.dxml to view the revisions.

If you have questions or concerns that cannot
be addressed by my office, please call Anita




Finch, Director, Nutrition Services, at 206-252-
0685.

Sncerely,
Anita Finch
Director, Nutrition Services

Bulletin Board

Read-to-Feed Charity Fundraiser, running
now through Feb. 29, 2008.

Is your child looking for book suggestions that
will help her/him learn about how people live
in other parts of the world?We now have a
display of books in the library that might be of
special interest to readers participating in the
Heifer International fundraiser. Youd find the
books on shelves immediately to your right as
you enter the library through the east door.
Wed continue to add new books throughout
the month, so keep checking it out! (Thanks to
Ken for giving us the space in the library and to
Beth, mom of Lucius in Room 1, for making it

happen!).

We hope by now your child has decided to
participate in the Read-to-Feed charity
fundraiserN a read-a-thon that raises money for
impoverished families around the world. But if
you need to learn more about the fundraiser,
please check out the Web site:
http://thorntoncreek.blogspot.com or send your
qguestions to ruhabell @yahoo.com.

Come Sing for the Dalai Lama Public Event.

Mary K. McNeil is putting together an inter-
generational choir for the Dalai Lama® public
event at Qwest Field, Saturday, April 12, 2008,
1 B3 p.m. Come sing! Children, mom, dad,
grandma, grandpa, next-door neighbor, the
butcher, the baker, the candlestick maker ...
EVERYONE is invited to come sing for this
unique and inspiring event.

We will rehearse at Thornton Creek
(lunchroom) on Friday evenings from 6:45 b
7:45

Rehearsd Dates: Feb. 1, 15, 29; March 7, 14,
21, 28; April 11.

Mary K. will also have rehearsds at Salmon Bay
on Tuesday evenings from 6:45 D 7:45. Also,
rehearsads will be held at El Centro de la Raza
on Thursday evenings from 6 B 7. You may
attend any location for rehearsadls.

It is loads of fun to sing in an intergenerational
group!! We will sing lots of songs, focusing on

three or four for the Dalai Lama event, but
there will be plenty of variety and play
involved. For more information, please sign up
for the Google group that is distributing
information at http://groups.google.com/group/
seeds-of-compassion-choir or contact Mary K. at
nonsenstir@ymail.com.

Auditions for Northwest Boychoir. The
Northwest Boychoir will hold open auditions for
boys 6 to 9 years old on Saturday, Feb. 9 at the
University Heights Community Center in
Seattle. No previous music training is necessry.
Auditions are casual and fun. To make an
audition appointment, call 206-524-3234. To
learn more about the Northwest Boychoir, visit
WwWw.nwchoirs.org.

Pacifica Children® Chorusis having a
Membership Drive for the Jan. to May 2008

session. Tuition for new members is reduced
by 25% for grades K-5 and 14% for grades 6
and above. Rehearsds are held once a week for
all levels. A short and simple child-friendly
audition is required. No experience necessry.
Siding scale and scholarships are available.
Teaching: voice training, written theory
program (begins in 3rd grade), sight singing,
ear training, and performance practice. World
folk music is emphasized in a repertoire that
also includes jazz, popular, classical and
contemporary literature. E-mail
pacificachoirs@omcast.net or call (206) 527-
9095. Visit our website at

www .pacificachoirs.org. Audition deadline for
winter/spring entry is March 25, 2008. There
are several Thornton Creek children who are
members of this choir. The choir is a great
experience for children who enjoy singing and
are interested in learning more about music.

Knitting Club

Knitting for everyone: K-5 to adult.

Classes are led by an experienced children®
knitting instructor and supported by some
experienced Thornton Creek parent knitters.
All ages and experience are welcome.
Tuition is $35 for 9 sessbns.

Classes will meet from 3:15 p.m. D 4:15 p.m.
on Tuesdays in the Library, starting Tuesday,
Feb. 26th.

Please contact Kellie LaRue by phone (206-522-
1606) or via e-mail (klarue@mac.com) with
questions or to register.




Thornton Creek News is a Site Council
funded program. The Communications
Committee oversees this program and
determines the content.

Priorities for newsletter items: Site Council
news and sponsored programs, events and
meeting minutes; school administration
announcements; staff and teacher programs,
news and events; Bulletin Board
announcements (including website postings) of
interest to the school community on a space-
available basis (see below for restrictions).

Bulletin Board Inclusion Policy: Prioritized in
accord with available time and space. Top
priority is reserved for events/activities intended
for Thornton Creek School, as opposed to
those generally available to the public. This
includes district-sponsored or sanctioned
events. Secondary priority is given to free
events/activities that would be of interest to the
Thornton Creek community. Events/activities
that are fee-based, commercial enterprises
(even if nonprofit) will require a $5 submission
fee for posting (make check payable to
Thornton Creek Parent Group and send to
Thornton Creek c/o Nova Herzog. Publication
does not mean endorsement by Thornton
Creek.

Thornton Creek News is published Mondays
by Thornton Creek School Parent Group.
Submission Deadline: Thursday, 9 a.m. for
hard copy placed in office box; 5 p.m. for e-
mailed items. The preferred format for e-
mailed submissions is an MS Word
attachment. Please specify how many weeks
you want your article to run.

Please e-mail newsletter items to
ae2newseditor@gmail.com. If you are
submitting a paper version please call.
Community Bulletin Board Items: Please send
to both ae2newseditor@gmail.com and to Al
Tietjen at al@fusionstudios.net.

Editors: Caroline Byrne and Eric Nacke.




