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January events:

Direct Appeal: Dec. 1 — Jan. 30.

School Tours: Jan. 7. to Feb. 28.

Ste Council meeting: January 15, 7p.m.
No School: Jan 21; Martin Luther King Jr.
Day.

Evening School Tour: Jan 24, 7p.m.

No School: Jan 28; day of between
semesters.
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the Direct Appeal collection envelope in the
school office, or mailed to Thornton Creek
School/Direct Appeal, 7711 43rd Avenue N.E.,
Seattle, 98115. If you have any questions, please
contact Denise Spring
(springdenise@hotmail.com). Thank you!

More on the Direct Appeal

Direct Appeal

Denise Spring

Many thanks to the twenty-four families who
found time during the hectic holidays to make a
donation to the Thornton Creek Direct Appeal
Fund Drive. Your generosity has raised $8,400
for our school ($4,200 in donations matched,
dollar-for-dollar, by an anonymous donor). But
we still have quite a ways to go! Why? We are
earmarking the funds raised through the Direct
Appeal for our excellent Academic Assistance
and Academic Coaching programs. The annual
cost of these programs is $45,000! These
essential programs make it possible to provide
small group and one-on-one instruction for
students in reading, writing and math, at every
grade level. Your financial support is critical.

In addition, we are striving to meet the $8,000
challenge made by an anonymous Thornton
Creek family. This generous family has pledged
to donate $4,000—with an additional $4,000
corporate match from their employer—to the
Direct Appeal if other families can match it with
donations totaling $8,000. So, until we reach
that goal your donation of $200, for example,
secures $400 for our school! Please make your
donation today.

The Direct Appeal ends in just 4 weeks. You
can find the Direct Appeal donation form on our
school homepage. Donations can be placed in

Jobn Miner

The Thornton Creek community has yet
again been offered awonderful funding
raising opportunity, with the ki ck-off on
December 1, 2007. A school family has once
again generously decided to donate $4,000.00
and to have their employer match that donation
with an additional $4,000.00 provided the school
community raises $8,000.00 in matching
donations. Every dollar that our Thornton Creek
families donate will be matched up to the
maximum of $8,000.00. The community has
successfully met this challenge each of the last
three years!!! This is fabulous support for our
academic coaching and classroom assistance
programming at Thornton Creek . We are
asking every Thornton Creek family to consider
making a donation to help us reach our goal.
Any amount that a family can donate will be
very much appreciated. Remember that the
Parent Group is a 501 ( ¢ ) 3 non-profit
organization and all donations are tax
deductible. Tf you work for a business that
matches employee donations to non-profit
organizations, your contribution could be
doubled if you request your business’ match.

The family making the donation would like the
funds raised to be used to support the costs of
academic coaching and classroom academic
assistance program. These programs provide




much needed academic assistance for small
groups of students in reading, writing and math.
Your contribution will help us to continue these
programs next school year.

This challenge will run from December 1, 2007
to January31, 2008. Donation checks should be
made out to the Thornton Creek/AE 11 Parent
Group and can either be placed in a box in the
school office or they can be mailed to the school
office at 7711 43" Avenue N.E. 98115. Please
write “annual fund drive” in the memo section of
your check to ensure that your donation is
credited to this special appeal.

Please remember that any amount that a family
can donate is very much appreciated and will
help us meet this challenge. A tally of donations
will be reported in the Thornton Creek
newsletter, on our website, and displayed on
thermometers throughout the school. If you
have any questions about this challenge, please
call John Miner in the office at 252-5300.

this month: the ability to donate on the auction
website.

Get on the A-list. Did you receive the special
auction e-mail sent out before winter break? If
not, you need to sign up to get these special
announcements! Visit the auction website at
www.seattleschools.org/schools/ae2/auction and
click on the “Join our e-mail list” box (lower
left). You'll receive occasional updates along
with important, late-breaking announcements,
and reminders of deadlines. Don’t miss out!

Are You a Sound-System
Guru?

~J

Amy Smith Bell

Do you have a sound connection or know
someone in the music business? The auction
team is looking for someone who can assist on
the big night with professional-quality sound
and equipment to supplement what is available
at the event location, St. Demetrios Hall. For
details, contact Nancy Lichter
(n.lichter@comcast.net).

Amyy Smith Bell

13 weeks and counting! The official
countdown to the 2008 Thornton Creek Auction
has begun. To make this year’s fundraising goal
of $90,000, we need to collect 500 more items in
just a few short weeks. ALL DONATIONS MUST
BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 1. And we need
help from every family.

Start the New Year off right by doing your part
for the school auction: (1) grab a donation
packet from the office or print one from the
auction website
(www.seattleschools.org/schools/ae2/auction);
(2) decide if you will donate something yourself
or contact favorite businesses and ask for their
support; and (3) complete the donations form
and return it, along with the item, to the school
office by March 3.

Postholiday bargains and extra gifts. Is your
house busting at the seams after the holiday? Are
you wondering what to do with all the extra
stuff? Consider donating them to the school
auction. Questions? Contact Anji Jarvis
(mad_house7806@comcast.net). Coming later

Looking for help with tax prep
this year?

Amy Smith Bell

The auction team received a late donation last
year from H&R Block of North Seattle. The
certificate is good for a $250 credit toward 2007
income tax preparation at any North Seattle
office (certificate expires 4/1/08). The auction
team will take $100 or best offer, and of course
your tax-deductible donation goes to Thornton
Creek. Contact Nancy Lichter
(n.lichter@comcast.net) if interested.

Eckstein Middle School Tours

Amy Zimbelman

Looking at Middle Schools for the fall? Come
attend one of the many tours offered at Eckstein.
Tours will be held on Jan. 17, Jan. 22, Jan. 31,
Feb. 7, and Feb. 12. All tours begin at 9:00 a.m.
in the cafeteria. No appointment necessary.
Students must be accompanied by an adult.
Come take a tour and hear about this great
Middle School.




Bulletin Board

After School Drama at Thornton Creek.
Winter session starts the first week of February.
On Mondays, students grades k-2

may study creative movement and drama with
Meredith Berlin and Mim Turnbull.

Students grades 2-5 may participate in an
acting/improvisation class on Wednesdays,
taught by Meredith Berlin. For more information
please contact Meredith at 363-6347 or
tellmeri@msn.com.

Put some of your holiday jinglesin the
bank! Join us Thursdays in the library, before
school, for School Savings. Make deposits and
get prizes! If you don't have an account you can
open one, often by the following week, by
filling out a simple application form. Need more
info? Email Chris at stewcc@hotmail.com. Hope
to see you there!

Thornton Creek News is a Site Council
funded program. The Communications
Committee oversees this program and
determines the content.

Priorities for newsletter items: Site Council
news and sponsored programs, events and
meeting minutes; school administration
announcements; staff and teacher programs,
news and events; Bulletin Board
announcements of interest to the school
community on a space-available basis (see
below for restrictions).

Bulletin Board Inclusion Policy: Prioritized in
accord with available time and space. Top
priority is reserved for Thornton Creek events
and activities. This includes district-sponsored
or sanctioned events. Secondary priority is
given to free events and activities that would be
of interest to the Thornton Creek community.
Events and activities that are fee-based and
submissions by commercial enterprises
(including nonprofits) will require a $5
submission fee. Make checks payable to
Thornton Creek Parent Group and send to
Thornton Creek c/o Nova Herzog. Publication
does not mean endorsement by Thornton
Creek.

Thornton Creek News is published Mondays
by Thornton Creek School Parent Group.
Submission Deadline: Thursday, 9 a.m. for
hard copy placed in office box; 5 p.m. for e-
mailed items. The preferred format for e-
mailed submissions is an MS Word
attachment. Please specify how many weeks
you want your article to run.

Please e-mail newsletter items to
ae2newseditor@gmail.com. If you are
submitting a paper version please call.
Community Bulletin Board Items: Please send
to both ae2newseditor@gmail.com and to Al
Tietjen at al@fusionstudios.net.

Editors: Caroline Byrne and Eric Nacke.




