What's the
Difference?

Why do Service Learning?

Ready, Set, Go...

Service Learning:

Real life, hands on application of
academic knowledge to make a
difference and meet authentic
community needs. Service
experience provides opportunities for
classroom instruction in basic skills
(reading, math, science, writing) and
development of the skills necessary
for active engaged citizenship.
Service learning is two directional with
benefits to both the service giver
(non-profit or government agency)
and the recipient.

Volunteerism:

Altruistic, sacrificial, giving of time to
benefit those being served.

Community Service:

Mandated, check off hours:
Implies pay off of obligations such as
fines or requirements.

Community Based Learning:

Project based learning taking place
outside of the classroom in the
community. No element of service
inherent in the project.

» Seattle Public High School students
need to complete a minimum of 60
hours of service learning experience to
graduate

* There are many service learning
experiences that are exciting, meet
community needs, and are linked to
academic learning.

» Service learning can help you
research community issues, explore a
career, and apply academic skills to
meet community needs.

» Draw from your service learning
experience when developing the
essential question for your senior project
or paper, culminating or exit project.

* You can make a difference in your
community and have FUN at the same
time.

Bus-stop mural

Where to start

At this time, each high school has a separate
process/criteria for this graduation
requirement. Ask questions! The people that
should be in the know are counselors, career
center staff, and the principal.

Obtain a Seattle Public Schools Service
Learning Documentation Form from your
counselor or career center staff (or at
http://www.seattleschools.org/area/main/ho
mepage-students.dxml). This school district
form documents who supervised your service
learning experience and how many hours you
completed. On the back of this form are
some reflection questions to be completed
after the project is done.

When you are done with a project, please
complete the on-line service learning survey
at:
http://www.servicelearning.wsu.edu/surveys/S
ervicelearningStudent.HTM

Where to look

Look through the variety of service learning
opportunities available with community
providers listed on the Volunteer Center-
United Way of King County website:
http://www.uwkc.org/volunteer

Look for experiences that connect with a
personal passion or interest, a community
issue, class content, or a career interest that
you may have.

Ask friends or relatives about possible service
learning opportunities.

Starting as a freshman is a smart move!







