




SEATTLE PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 
 
 
A.  BACKGROUND 
 

1. Name of the proposed project: 
 
Ballard High School Athletic Field Improvements 
 

2. Name of Applicant: 
 
Seattle Public School District 
 

3. Address and telephone number of applicant and contact person: 
 
David Standaart, RA., NCARB 
Project Manager 
Seattle Public Schools  
MS 22-331 
PO Box 34165 
 Seattle, WA 98124 
Phone: 206.252.0662 
 

4. Date checklist prepared: 
 
December 6, 2006 
 

5.  Agency requesting checklist: 
 
Seattle School District 
 

6.  Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable): 
 
Construction of field renovation improvements is scheduled for spring – fall 2008.   
 

7.  Plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or 
connected with this proposal: 
 
No 
 

8.  Environmental information that has been prepared, or will be prepared, 
directly related to this project: 
 
Geo-technical Engineering Report (spring 2007) 
Parking Study (David Evans and Associates, Inc. (October 2006) 
Limited Phase I and II Environmental Site Assessment (2007) 
Construction Activities Requirements (DA Hogan, October 2006) 
Drainage Report (summer 2007) 
 

9.  Applications that are pending for governmental approvals or other proposals 
directly affecting the property covered by the proposal: 
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None 
 

10.  List of governmental approvals or permits that will be needed for the 
proposal: 
 
Building, demolition, stormwater control and grading permits – City of Seattle 

  NPDES General Permit for Construction – Department of Ecology 
 

11.  Brief, complete description of the proposal, including the proposed uses and 
the size of the project and site: 
 
The Seattle School District is proposing to renovate and improve the existing athletic field and 
running track at Ballard High School.  The project was funded through the Building, Technology, 
and Academics (BTA) Levy passed by the voters in 2004. 

 
The Ballard High School Field & Track Renovation Project will include conversion of the existing 
soil-based natural turf field and cinder track to a permeable synthetic turf field surface and 
rubberized running track and field event surfaces.  The project will include the earthwork and 
grading to create flatter surface areas.  There will be additions to the existing storm drainage 
system including connection to existing catch basins, new perimeter catch basins, and storm drain 
piping.  The field will drain vertically into an under-drainage system that will connect to the 
existing storm drainage system.  The field construction will include import of specially graded 
crushed stone materials with an infilled synthetic turf surface.   

 
The existing running track will be renovated to a rubberized all weather surface.  The track 
configuration will be revised to create more uniform dimensions with eight lanes.  

 
The project will also include portable bleacher seating for approximately 150 spectators and 
replacement of the existing perimeter fencing and gates. 
 
The Ballard High School campus includes one large multi-use natural grass field with one skinned 
infield, a running track with straight away, field events and tennis courts.  The natural grass and 
skinned infields are approximately 150,000 square feet (sf).  The skinned area also has a backstop 
and wing fencing.  Several bleacher sections can be placed within the track surface for athletic 
events.  This area can accommodate football and soccer high school sports within the track 
perimeter.  A non standard baseball field is also located within this area.  With the exception of 
varsity football games, the renovated field will accommodate both varsity and junior varsity 
football and soccer practices and league games (Figure 1).  Lacrosse games and practice may also 
occur at the renovated field.  The baseball field will be permanently removed.  The current 
football/soccer field is surrounded with a perimeter crushed rock running track with non-standard 
dimensions.  The renovated track and associated field events area will have eight lanes and more 
standardized dimensions and will accommodate varsity track practice and middle school track 
meets.   
 
The field currently accommodates both scholastic athletic activities and non-scholastic informal 
athletic uses.  The majority of future recreational activities associated with this proposal are 
expected to remain similar to existing conditions.  However, proposed improvements would 
support some new scholastic athletic activities.  It would also encourage some increased use for 
public recreation.  This could include the addition of organized non-scholastic games and 
activities.  Baseball is the one significant current athletic use of the site that will be eliminated. 
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Upon completion, the renovated field could accommodate one full-sized organized athletic activity 
at one time on the renovated field and its track facility.  Two coordinated and compatible practice 
activities could occur at the same time.  The renovated field could potentially be scheduled for 
non-scholastic uses under the existing Joint Athletic Facility Agreement between the District and 
Seattle Parks and Recreation Department.  No such uses have been scheduled at the existing field 
in the recent past under this agreement.  If this were to occur, Seattle Parks and Recreation would 
generally schedule activities after District-related activities are complete during weekdays (5:00 to 
6:00 p.m.) until dusk and from 8:30 a.m. until dusk on the weekends.  Because the renovated field 
will have synthetic turf it is possible that any future Seattle Parks and Recreation scheduled 
activities could include early spring and late fall games and activities at the field during non-
school time periods. 
 
The large playfield is in need of a full renovation.  This will include removal of the existing 
natural turf grass field, cinder track, track edging, site fencing and goals.  The renovation project 
will include: 
 
a. Installation of temporary erosion and sedimentation control facilities; 
b. Installation of temporary chain link fencing as required to secure the construction area; 
c. Removal and off-site disposal of the existing organic material; 
d. Demolition and off-site disposal including existing field liner, field drainage system, 

cinder track and designated sections of the existing concrete, irrigation system, fencing, 
field event pavement, etc.; 

e. Earthwork, excavation, filling, grading, off-site disposal of excess and non useable 
materials, compaction and subgrade and finish grade establishment; 

f. Construction additions to the existing storm drainage system including new catch basin 
inlets and storm drain piping; 

g. Wash water irrigation system and automatic field irrigation systems 
h. Spare electrical conduits and boxes 
i. Recessed perforated subsurface drainage systems; 
j. Cast in place concrete including perimeter concrete curbing, synthetic turf anchor, walks, 

slabs, goal post footings, etc.; 
k. Permeable aggregate base materials for the field and field event areas; 
l. Asphaltic concrete pavement for pathways and field events, etc.; 
m. Porous asphaltic concrete pavement for the field and field event areas; 
n. Synthetic turf football/soccer field with inlaid lines and markings; 
o. Rubberized surfacing for the running track and field event areas;  
p. Goals, miscellaneous field event components, and other site furnishings; 
q. Chain link fencing and gates;  
r. Replacement of existing bleacher seating with new portable bleacher units with seating 

for up to approximately 150 spectators; 
s. Restoration of disturbed areas. 

 
It is anticipated that construction of all the new athletic field and related improvements will occur 
simultaneously.  The project would require importing approximately 4,430 cubic yards of new 
material and the exporting of approximately 6,000 yards of organics and unsuitable materials.  
This will require approximately 200 hauling trucks per week over a 3-week time span, resulting in 
between 4 to 6 hauling trucks per hour (David Evans and Associates, Inc. 2006).  Heavy 
construction machinery likely to be used throughout the construction process includes loaders, 
backhoes, grading tractors, excavators, paving machines, skid loaders, forklifts and dump trucks.  
Access to nearby properties would be maintained at all times. 
 
An existing fence surrounds the perimeter of the project site and would be used to secure it from 
trespass and vandalism during construction.  Existing gaps in the fence would be closed with 
temporary construction fence sections. 
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12.  Location of the proposal, including street address, if any, and section, 
township, and range; legal description; site plan; vicinity map; and 
topographical map, if reasonably available: 
 
Ballard High School is located at 1418 NW 65th Street, Seattle, Washington, 98117.  The athletic 
field renovation is located on the eastern portion of the campus and abuts NW 67th Street on the 
north and NW 65th Street on the south.  The proposal is located in Section 1, Township 25N and 
Range 3E.  See the attached vicinity map (Figure 2), and site plan (Figure 3). 
 

 
B.  ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS 

 
1.  Earth 

a.  General description of the site (underline): 
 
The vast majority of the site is flat.  The site contains steep slopes on portions of its south 
eastern and north western borders.   
 

b.  What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)? 
 
The steepest slopes on the site are located on the grassy and landscaped slopes on 
portions of its southern, eastern and northwestern borders.  These slopes are 
approximately 25 to 40 percent or greater. 
 

c.  What general types of soils are found on the site (for example clay, 
sand, gravel, peat, muck)?  Specify the classification of agricultural 
soils and note any prime farmland. 
 
Site soils include moist sod and organic silty top soil overlying fill and native sediments.  
No prime agricultural soils or farmland are present on the site.   
 

d.  Are there any surface indications or a history of unstable soils in the 
immediate vicinity? If so, describe. 
 
According to the City of Seattle GIS database, no areas in the immediate vicinity 
including the project site are identified as known landslide locations.  This database does 
identify the southern and northwestern steep slope edges of the site as critical areas 
requiring SEPA review.  There are no indications or history of unstable soils on or near 
the site.   
 

e.  Describe the purpose, type, and approximate quantities of any filling 
or grading proposed. Indicate the source of the fill. 
 
The proposal includes off-site disposal of existing organics and unsuitable soils, on-site 
cut and fill grading of existing suitable soils, and import of structural fill and aggregate 
materials as required for the field and track construction.  These are summarized as 
follows: 
 
• Excavation and off-site disposal of organics and unsuitable soils/materials (approx. 

6,000 cubic yards). 
•  
• Import of fill and aggregate base materials (approx. 4,430 cubic yards)  
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The purpose will be to renovate the athletic fields.  This will include removal of existing 
sod and topsoil, and regrading to establish design subgrade elevation in preparation for 
the installation of the new subdrain system or asphalt.  Structural fill will be necessary to 
establish desired grades for the playfield, asphalt pavement areas and any new utility 
trench backfill.  Additional clean, granular material from an approved regional source 
will likely be used.  Any additional fill materials will be evaluated by a qualified engineer 
prior to their use.  The grades of the steep sloped perimeter portions of the project site 
will remain undisturbed.   

 
f. Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use? 

 
Site grading and filling and related construction activities will expose soils, thereby 
creating a temporary increase in erosion potential.  However, due to the generally flat 
topography of the project site, the erosion potential is considered low.  In addition, no site 
work will occur on the steep slope edges of the site.  Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
will also be used to ensure that work conducted in the vicinity of the steep slopes does 
not result in erosion.  (See Appendix C.) 
 
The potential for erosion during use of the renovated field will be minimized compared to 
existing use conditions because of the drainage and related field improvements that will 
be installed. 
 

g. About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious 
surfaces after project construction (for example buildings or asphalt)? 
 
The completed proposal will result in an increase in the amount of existing impervious 
surfaces on the school campus.  The existing natural grass and sod athletic field 
occupying the majority of the site will be replaced by a permeable synthetic turf field 
surface.  The replacement track, new field event, and pathway areas will also replace 
additional existing natural grass and sod areas.  Impervious surfaces will cover 
approximately 69 percent of the site after project construction.  Water will drain 
vertically into the under field drainage system.   
 

h. Describe the proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other 
impacts to the earth, if any. 
 
To the extent feasible the disturbed area of the project site will be limited to minimize 
erosion potential. 
 
A temporary erosion and sedimentation control plan (TESCP) will be prepared as part of 
the BMP/drainage plan for the project and necessary controls will be installed prior to 
any grading activity on the proposed project site in accordance with City of Seattle 
requirements.  Depending on specific site and construction conditions, typical temporary 
control BMPs and construction water quality measures employed during construction 
could include placement of straw bale barriers across drainage channels, placement of 
riprap and use of silt barriers, catch basin filters and temporary siltation/detention basins 
with sump and pump to control runoff.  Erosion protection on catch basins within the 
vicinity of the work may also be done and a rock stabilized construction entrance will be 
provided.  Additional measures that could be employed include hydroseeding or plastic 
covering of cleared areas prone to erosion.  BMPs specific to the site and project will be 
specified by the Seattle School District in the construction contract documents, and the 
construction contractor will be required to implement them.  Appendix C lists appropriate 
BMP measures that could be used at the project site to minimize erosion potential. 
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All excavation, filling and grading operations would be conducted in accordance with the 
City of Seattle Development Requirements (SMC Title 22 – Building and Construction 
Codes).  In addition, most construction work would be conducted during April through 
October, decreasing the likelihood of construction-related soil erosion by storm runoff. 

 
Following construction, permanent erosion/sedimentation control measures will include a 
new subsurface drainage collection system for the improved field and other impervious 
surfaces.  Collected stormwater will be routed to an on-site stormwater catchbasin and 
pipe system and then discharged into a City of Seattle dedicated storm system.  Also see 
response to subsection B.3.d. below. 
 

2.  Air 
 

a.  What types of emissions to the air would result from the proposal (e.g. 
dust, automobile, odors, industrial, wood smoke) during construction 
and when the project is completed? If any, generally describe and give 
approximate quantities, if known. 
 
During construction, there will be a small but unknown quantity of emissions typically 
resulting from the use of trucks and construction equipment.  Odors from construction 
materials will be present during construction, and fugitive dust may be generated during 
short-term clearing and grading activities.  Use of the completed project may generate a 
small increase in motor vehicle emissions from increased vehicular transportation to and 
from the site. 
 

b.  Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odors that may affect 
your proposal? If so, generally describe. 
 
No 
 

c.  Describe proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other 
impacts to air, if any. 
 
Potential measures for reducing the potential for air quality impacts during construction 
include measures for reducing both equipment/vehicle exhaust emissions and fugitive 
dust.  The Washington Associated General Contractors brochure Guide to Handling 
Fugitive Dust from Construction Projects and the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency 
suggest a number of methods for controlling dust and reducing the potential exposure of 
people to emissions from diesel equipment.  Examples of the numerous measures that 
could be implemented to reduce potential impacts at on-site and off-site locations during 
construction include: use only equipment and trucks that are maintained in optimal 
operational condition; implement restrictions on construction truck and equipment idling; 
spray exposed soil with water or other suppressant to reduce emissions of particulate 
matter 10 microns or less (PM10) and deposition of particulate matter; use gravel on 
staging areas that would be exposed for more than brief periods; and cover dirt, gravel, 
and debris piles as needed to reduce dust and wind-blown debris. 

 
In addition, the contractor would be required to comply with the Puget Sound Clean Air 
Agency’s (PSCAA) Regulation I, Section 9.15, which requires reasonable precautions to 
avoid dust emissions and Regulation I, Section 9.11 requiring the best available measures 
to control emissions of odor-bearing contaminants.  Appendix C lists additional 
mitigation measures intended to minimize air quality impacts during construction. 

 
3.  Water 
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a.  Surface: 

 
1.  Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity 

of the site (including year-round and seasonal streams, 
saltwater, lakes, ponds, and wetlands)? If yes, describe type 
and provide names. If appropriate, state what stream or river 
it flows into. 
 
No surface water bodies are located on or in the immediate vicinity of the site. 
 

2.  Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to 
(within 200 feet) the described waters? If yes, please describe 
and attach available plans. 
 
No 
 

3.  Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that could be 
placed in or removed from surface water or wetlands and 
indicate the area of the site that would be affected. Indicate the 
source of fill materials. 
 
None 
 

4.  Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or 
diversion? Give general description, purpose, and approximate 
quantities, if known. 
 
No surface water withdrawals or diversions are proposed. 
 

5.  Does the proposal lie within a 100 year flood plain? If so, note 
location on the site plan. 
 
No 
 

6.  Does the proposal involve discharges of waste materials to 
surface waters? If so, describe the type of waste and 
anticipated volume of discharge. 
 
The proposal does not involve any discharge of waste materials to surface 
waters.  In concert with concerned agencies, a program of contractor education 
and spill contingency and response plan compliance will be instituted to reduce 
the potential for discharge of waste materials from construction activities.  At 
the project completion, the finished grade around the replace catch basin inlets 
would slope to ensure stormwater properly drains into the catch basins.  No 
depressions would be permitted around the catch basin rims that would restrict 
surface water drainage. 

 
b. Ground 
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1.  Will ground water be withdrawn, or will water be discharged 
to ground water? Give general description, purpose, and 
approximate quantities if known. 
 
Site dewatering may be required depending on the extent of ground water 
seepage and moist soils.  There will no discharge to ground water as part of the 
project.  Stormwater will be collected and routed to an on-site stormwater 
catchbasin and pipe system and then discharged into a City of Seattle’s 
dedicated storm system.  
 

2.  Describe waste material that will be discharged into the 
ground from septic tanks or other sources, if any. Describe the 
general size of the system, the number of such systems, the 
number of houses to be served (if applicable), or the number of 
animals or humans the system(s) is expected to serve. 
 
No waste materials will be discharged into the ground from the completed 
project. 
 

c.  Water Runoff (including storm water) 
 

1.  Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and 
method of collection and disposal, if any (including quantities 
if known). Where will this water flow? Will this water flow into 
other waters? If so, describe. 
 
The principal source of runoff will be rainwater and snow melt from the site’s 
semi-pervious and impervious surfaces including the renovated athletic field and 
related paved areas.  Stormwater from the athletic field and impervious areas 
will be collected and routed to an on-site stormwater catchbasin and pipe system 
in compliance with City of Seattle stormwater requirements.   
 
It will then be discharged into a City of Seattle dedicated storm system..  The 
detailed design and routing for this stormwater collection system will be 
determined as part of the final overall project design.  
  
 

2.  Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters? If so, 
generally describe. 
 
Yes, during construction accidental spills of fuel or hazardous materials as well 
as sediments generated during construction could enter into ground or surface 
waters.  However, installation of temporary filter fabric in the existing catch 
basins along with use of other BMPs would be implemented to minimize waste 
materials entering these waters.   
 
Because of the types of new site surfacing materials and improved on-site 
stormwater collection system, long-term use of the completed project is not 
anticipated to generate waste materials that could enter into ground or surface 
waters. 
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d.  Describe proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, and 
runoff water impacts, if any. 

 
In concert with concerned agencies, a program of contractor education and spill 
contingency and response plan compliance will be instituted to reduce the potential for 
accidental discharge of fuels or waste materials from construction activities.  City of 
Seattle requirements and construction industry best management practices will be 
followed.  Also see previous response in subsection B.1.h. 
 
Installation of the imported permeable aggregate and subsurface drainage systems will 
result in a reduction in the peak runoff rate from the playfield area.  All of the 
precipitation from the playfield area will drain through the synthetic turf surface and into 
the underlying permeable aggregate base.  There will be no surface water runoff from the 
synthetic turf field area.  After the water drains through the field’s surface it is either 
absorbed by the underlying site soil subgrade or percolates laterally through the 
permeable aggregate into the subsurface drainage system.  This results in an extended 
stormwater release which results in lower peak discharge rates.  The void spaces in the 
permeable aggregate base materials become saturated during storm events between the 
subsurface drainage trenches.  Due to the relatively flat gradients, the travel velocities as 
water percolates laterally through the aggregate are very slow.  These void spaces, in 
effect, function as temporary storage resulting in low runoff rates from the subsurface 
drainage system. 

 
 

4.  Plants 
 

a.  Types of vegetation found on site: 
 
The predominance of non-field turf grasses, shrubs and trees are located along the 
southern and southwestern edges of the project site.  The species composition consists of 
both native and non-native vegetation. 
 
Deciduous trees: assorted cherry, maple and other landscape type species 
 
Evergreen trees: cedar and fir. 
 
Shrubs: assorted landscape type species 
 
Grass: lawn type grasses. 
 
Pasture: 
 
Wet Soil Plants: 
 
Water Plants: 
 

b.  What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered? 
 
The existing natural field turf will be removed.  No significant removal of the existing 
field perimeter vegetation and landscaping will occur. 
 

c.  List threatened or endangered plant species or critical habitat known 
to be on or near the site. 
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No threatened or endangered plant species are documented on or near the project area. 
 

d.  Describe proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other 
measures to preserve or enhance vegetation on site. 
 
The existing vegetated and landscaped steep slope perimeter sections of the site will 
remain undisturbed.  No additional landscaping is proposed. 
 

5.  Animals 
 

a.  Underline any birds and animals which have been observed on or 
near the site or are known to be on or near the site:. 

 
Invertebrates: 
 
Fish: 
 
Amphibians: 
 
Reptiles: garter snakes, lizards and other typical urban Puget Sound area small reptiles 
 
Birds: robins and other songbirds, crows, finches, wrens, starlings, pigeons and other 
typical urban Puget Sound area bird species 
 
Mammals: typical urban Puget Sound area small mammals including mice, shrews, 
gophers, moles and opossum 

 
b.  List any threatened or endangered animal species or critical habitat 

near the site. 
 
No threatened or endangered species are known to exist on or near the site. 
 

c.  Is the site part of a migratory route? If so, explain. 
 
No.  However, the entire Puget Sound basin is located within the Pacific Flyway for 
migrating waterfowl. 
 

d.  Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any. 
 
Because the proposed project is not anticipated to result in any adverse impacts to 
wildlife or wildlife habitat, no mitigation measures are proposed. 
 

6.  Energy and Natural Resources 
 

a.  What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood, solar) will be 
used to meet the completed project's energy needs? Describe whether 
it will be used for heating, manufacturing, etc. 
 
Petroleum fuel may be used in some of the equipment for maintaining the renovated 
athletic field. 
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b.  Would the project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent 

properties? If so, explain. 
 
Because the proposal will not include any new substantial size structures, no adverse 
impacts on use of solar energy by adjacent properties is anticipated. 
 

c.  What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans 
of this proposal? List other proposed measures to reduce or control 
energy impacts, if any. 
 
Because no new energy consuming structures or uses are proposed there is very limited 
need or opportunity to incorporate energy conservation measures in the project proposal. 
 

7.  Environmental Health 
 

a. Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to 
toxic chemicals, risk of fire and explosion, spills, or hazardous waste 
that could occur as a result of this proposal? If so, describe. 

 
The potential exists during construction of the proposal for spillage of fuel or hazardous 
waste. 

 
1.  Describe special emergency services that might be required. 

 
Standard police, fire and medical emergency services from the City of Seattle 
would be required in the event of an accident, theft or vandalism during the 
construction of the proposed improvements.  These same standard emergency 
services will also continue to be required for the operation and protection of the 
renovated athletic fields.   
 

2.  Describe proposed measures to reduce or control 
environmental health hazards. 
 
Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards will 
include compliance with all applicable code provisions including handling and 
storage of fuels and potentially hazardous materials during construction.  
Renovation of the athletic fields will also result in the replacement of non-code 
compliant elements and the subsequent reduction of injuries and accidents. 
 

b.  Noise 
 

1.  What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your 
project (for example: traffic, equipment operation, other)? 
 
Traffic noise generated by two city arterials, adjoining NW 65th Street, and 15th 
Avenue NW, is noticeable from the project site.  However, no significant types 
of noise exist in the surrounding area that may adversely affect the project. 
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2.  What types and levels of noise would be created by or 
associated with the project on a short-term or long-term basis 
(for example: traffic, construction, operation, other)? 
 
Short-term: construction of the project will generate short-term noise impacts 
typically associated with athletic field renovation for several months during 
permitted daylight hours.  The primary sources of noise will be from large trucks 
delivering construction materials and removing debris and site grading and 
paving equipment.  Construction would primarily occur during summer months 
when classes are not in session at Ballard High School.  Construction activities 
would comply with the applicable noise control provisions of the Seattle 
Municipal Code (SMC).  The SMC permits maximum permissible sound levels 
established in the SMC to be exceeded by construction activities between 7:00 
a.m. and 10:00 p.m. on weekdays and between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 10:00 
p.m. on weekends.  Maximum permissible average sound levels in residential 
areas are not allowed to exceed 55 dB(A)s.  However, construction activities are 
permitted to exceed the established maximum level by 25 dB(A) (SMC 
25.08.425). 
 
Long-term: operation of the renovated athletic field will generate the same types 
of noise currently associated with its current use.  However, a small increase in 
these types of long-term noise impacts would result from increased vehicle 
traffic to and from the improved athletic field for recreational activities; and 
from spectator generated noise associated with increased use of the field’s new 
all weather surfaces for soccer matches, lacrosse, non-varsity football games and 
middle school track events, practices for a variety of high school sports, and 
potentially from the addition of Seattle Parks and Recreation Department 
scheduled youth and/or adult soccer games and other sports appropriate for the 
renovated field.  The potential exists for this increased noise to be more 
noticeable to residents located immediately north, east and south of the project 
site compared to current conditions. 
 
The SMC also sets limits for non-construction noise.  During daytime hours, the 
noise limits as measured at the receiving property line are 55 Db(A) for 
residential properties.  During nighttime hours (between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. on 
weekdays, and between 10 p.m. and 9 a.m. on weekends), the limits are reduced 
by 10 decibels, to 45 Db(A) at residential receiving property lines. 
 
A noise study was not prepared as part of this project.  However, another study 
for noise generated from soccer games was reviewed for a comparison of noise 
levels that could occur at soccer games and similar events at the renovated 
Ballard High School athletic field.  A noise study prepared by JGL Associates, 
Inc. analyzed noise measurements made in May 2002 at a soccer match played 
by 14-year old girls at Tyee Middle School in Bellevue, Washington.  It was the 
purpose of this study to use the noise levels generated by a youth soccer game to 
evaluate the noise impacts that would be generated by soccer and baseball fields 
located near Jane Addams School.  The average noise level (Leq) produced 
during the soccer match was (53 dB(A), with sporadic maximum noise levels 
(Lmax) reaching approximately 75 dB(A).  The complete study is available for 
review upon request to Seattle Public Schools.   
 
Soccer matches and similar events at the project site are likely to generate noise 
levels generally equivalent to those identified in this study (average noise levels 
of 53 Db(A).  These levels would comply with the daytime noise limits 
established by the City of Seattle’s noise regulations.  Sporadic spikes in noise 
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levels generated by spectator cheering and yelling and referee whistles will also 
occur during games and events.  However, these individual noise events are 
typically only a few seconds in length and rarely exceed one minute in duration.  
The SMC states that noise levels associated with such short duration sources 
may exceed the 55 Db(A) level by 5 Db(A) for a total of 15 minutes, or 10 
Db(A) for a total of 5 minutes, or 15 Db(A) for a total of 1.5 minutes.  Balanced 
against the average noise levels for these events, it is unlikely that the short 
duration noise level increases would exceed the SMC permitted noise levels. 
 
District and potential future Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation events 
could create increased noise that could extend from 4:00 p.m. to dusk on 
weekdays and 9:00 a.m. to dusk on weekends.  This would include traffic noise 
affecting surrounding properties during scheduled athletic events. 
 

3.  Describe proposed measures to reduce or control noise 
impacts, if any. 
 
Short term: construction activity and related traffic will be limited to days and 
hours during daylight established by the Seattle Noise Control Ordinance (SMC 
25.08.425).  Vehicles and equipment will use properly maintained mufflers and 
exhaust systems and engines will be turned off when not in use. 
 
Long-term: athletic field use will be limited to daylight hours established by the 
Seattle Public School District and potentially by the City of Seattle Department 
of Parks and Recreation in accordance with the City’s noise ordinance time 
limits.  In addition, there would be no increase in the approximately 150 seat 
capacity of the main field’s set of existing portable bleachers. 
 

8. Land and Shoreline Use 
a.  What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? 

 
The site is currently an actively used, multi-purpose athletic field facility.  Its main 
athletic field is used for soccer, football and baseball.  The perimeter running track and 
adjoining areas are used as track and field event practice areas.  Both scheduled and 
unscheduled games and practice activities occur on the site. 
 
Ballard High School and its associated campus improvements border the site’s western 
side between NW 65th Street and NW 67th Street.  The site is bordered on the south by 
NW 65th Street, single family and multi-family residences, offices and commercial 
establishments.  NW 67th Street, townhouses, duplex and single family residences border 
it on the north.  On the east it is bordered by single family residences. 
 

b.  Has the site been used for agriculture? If so, describe. 
 
The site has been used for athletic field related purposes for many decades.  There is no 
evidence of prior agriculture use. 
 

c.  Describe any structures on the site. 
 
There are no existing buildings or other substantial structures on the site.  Minor 
structures on the site include perimeter fencing, baseball field barrier fencing, goal posts 
and several portable bleacher seating sections. 
 

d.  Will any structures be demolished? If so, what? 
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The existing baseball field backstop and barrier fencing will be demolished.  Some or all 
of the existing bleacher sections could also be replaced. 
 

e.  What is the current zoning classification of the site? 
 
The current zoning is L-1. 
 

f.  What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site? 
 
The City of Seattle’s current comprehensive plan designation for the site is Multi-Family 
Residential Area. 
 

g.  If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program 
designation of the site? 
 
Not applicable.  
 

h.  Has any part of the site been classified as an "environmentally 
sensitive" area? If so, specify. 
 
Yes.  The City of Seattle’s GIS database has designated the southern steep slope edge of 
the site as a critical area requiring SEPA review. 
 

i.  Approximately how many people would reside or work in the 
completed project? 
 
No people would reside or work in the completed project. 
 

j.  Approximately how many people would the completed project 
displace? 
 
No people will be displaced by the completed project. 
 

k. Describe proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, 
if any. 
 
Not applicable. 
 

l.  Describe proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with 
existing and projected land uses and plans, if any. 
 
The proposal will be designed and constructed consistent with all City of Seattle land use 
plans and development regulations.  The proposal’s improved athletic fields will also 
assist the City in implementing the neighborhood and parks and recreation goals and 
policies of its comprehensive plan. 
 

9.  Housing 
 

a.  Approximately how many units would be provided, if any? Indicate 
whether high, middle, or low-income housing. 
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No housing will be provided by this proposal. 
 

b.  Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate 
whether high, middle, or low-income housing. 
 
Not applicable because no housing units are located on the site. 
 

c.  Describe proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if 
any. 
 
Not applicable. 
 

10.  Aesthetics 
 

a.  What is the tallest height of any of the proposed structure(s), not 
including antennas? What is the principal exterior building 
material(s) proposed? 
 

 The tallest new structures will be the new replacement goal posts.  They will be up to 
approximately 25 feet high and will be constructed of some potential combination of 
steel, aluminum, plastic and/or wood.  The primary material for the new perimeter 
fencing will be black plastic coated chainlink fencing.  Replacement bleacher sections 
would be constructed primarily of steel and aluminum. 
 

b.  What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed? 
 
Existing views from surrounding properties or the adjoining campus of the school site 
will not be altered or obstructed by the proposed new structures. 
 

c.  Describe proposed measures to reduce aesthetic impacts, if any. 
 
Proposed measures will include replacement of aging and poor condition athletic field 
elements with new facilities.  In addition, new fencing fabric around the site perimeter 
will be coated with black plastic.  The existing baseball field backstop and ball control 
fencing/netting system will also be removed and not replaced.  Much of this system 
includes fencing, netting and support poles that range from 20 to approximately 40 feet in 
height. 
 

11. Light and Glare 
 

a.  What type of light and glare will the proposal produce? What time of 
day would it mainly occur? 
 
The proposed site improvements are not anticipated to generate any light or glare.  No 
athletic field lighting will be provided and no night time use of the site will occur. 
 

b.  Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or 
interfere with views? 
 
No new lighting is proposed for the project site.  As a result, the finished project is not 
anticipated to generate any safety hazard or view interference light or glare. 
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c.  What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your 
proposal?. 
 
No off-site sources of light or glare are anticipated to affect the proposal. 
 

d.  Describe the proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare 
impacts, if any. 
 
No light or glare impacts from the proposal are anticipated. 
 

12.  Recreation 
 

a.  What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the 
immediate vicinity? 
 
In addition to the previously described recreational uses provided by the project site 
itself, Salmon Bay Park located northwest of the site includes designated recreational 
facilities. 
 

b.  Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses? If 
so, describe. 
 
Only one permanent displacement of an existing recreational use on the site will occur.  
This involves the permanent removal of the site’s existing non-regulation dimension 
baseball facility.  The proposed project will involve the renovation and replacement of 
the site’s other existing recreational facilities with similar types of improved facilities. 
 
The proposed project would temporarily displace all of the site’s current District athletic 
activities and informal recreational uses from mid spring to early fall of 2008 during field 
renovation.   
 

c.  Describe proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on 
recreation, including recreational opportunities to be provided by the 
project or applicant. 
 
The proposal’s extensive athletic field renovations will provide a variety of enhanced 
recreational opportunities for the local community.  This will include facilities with all-
weather surfaces that meet most current standards.  A replacement baseball field is also 
being constructed for use by Ballard High School athletes at Whitman Middle School. 
 

13.  Historic and Cultural Preservation 
 

a.  Are there any places or objects listed on or eligible for national, state, 
or local preservation registers known to be on or next to the site? If 
so, generally describe. 
 
There are no known places next to the site that are listed on or eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places or the Washington Heritage Register.  Based on its 
review of the proposal,  the Washington Department of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation (DAHP) concurs that the proposed project will have no effect upon cultural 
properties included in the National and State Registers of Historic Places and the 
Washington State Archaeological and Historic Sites Inventories.  (See Appendix E.)  The 
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City of Seattle Department of Neighborhoods Historic Landmarks website also 
documents that that there are no designated landmarks on or near the site. 
 

b.  Generally describe any landmarks or evidence of historic, 
archeological, scientific, or cultural importance known to be on or 
next to the site. 
 
There are no known archaeological or cultural resources sites on or next to the site.  
Based on its review of the proposal, the Washington Department of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation (DAHP) concurs that the proposed project will have no effect upon 
cultural properties included in the National and State Registers of Historic Places and the 
Washington State Archaeological and Historic Sites Inventories.  (See Appendix E.) 
 

c.  Describe proposed measures to reduce or control impacts, if any. 
 
No special measures are proposed because there are no documented places, objects or 
sites on or near the site.  In the event that construction of the proposed athletic field 
renovations encounters historical, archaeological or cultural artifacts, construction would 
be halted and a qualified archaeologist consulted.  Appropriate authorities and any 
affected Tribes will also be notified immediately. 
 

14.  Transportation 
 

a.  Identify public streets and highways serving the site, and describe 
proposed access to the existing street system. Show on site plans, if 
any. 
 
Primary vehicle access to the site is provided by NW 65th Street and NW 67th Street. 
 

b.  Is the site currently served by public transit? If not, what is the 
approximate distance to the nearest transit stop? 
 
Yes.  The closest transit stop is located next to the site near the intersection of NW 65th 
Street and 15th Avenue NW.  Frequent transit service is provided on 15th Avenue NW. 
 

c.  How many parking spaces would the completed project have? How 
many would the project eliminate? 
 
No parking spaces are currently provided within the project site.  The adjoining off-site 
portion of the Ballard High School campus contains approximately 154 parking spaces.    
The completed project will not alter the amount or configuration of existing adjacent 
parking located on the adjacent streets or the adjoining off-site portions of the Ballard 
High School campus.   
 
A parking study was also prepared for the proposal in conformance with City of Seattle 
guidelines.  It identified a total of 164 legal street parking spaces within 800 feet of the 
entrances to the athletic field.  It also identified 136 parking spaces on the site that will be 
available to provide parking for use of the renovated field.  This study concluded that 
because peak period use of the existing field will not increase significantly, the proposed 
reconfiguration and renovation of the existing field would not generate parking utilization 
rates that would exceed the available supply.  The previously discussed increased use of 
the renovated field is anticipated to involve its expanded use during a greater percentage 
of available daylight hours and marginal weather periods of the year because of its all-
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weather synthetic surfaces, upgraded features and improved drainage.  This expanded use 
is more likely to occur if the Seattle Department of Parks and Recreation decides to begin 
scheduling non-scholastic youth and/or adult athletic activities at the renovated field.  
However, peak period parking utilization is anticipated to below the parking study’s 
calculated full capacity level.  In addition, the school’s available 136 off-site parking 
spaces would be made available for both school and non-school related athletic field 
events involving more than 100 participants and spectators.  Additional information is 
available in the attached parking study (Appendix F). 
 

d.  Will the proposal require any new roads or streets, or improvements 
to existing roads or streets, not including driveways? If so, generally 
describe. 
 
The proposal will not require any new streets or significant street improvements. 
 

e.  Will the project use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, 
or air transportation? If so, generally describe. 
 
The project will not use or occur in the immediate vicinity of water or air transportation. 
 

f.  How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the 
completed project? If known, indicate when peak volumes would 
occur. 
 
During construction, the project would require importing approximately 4,430 cubic 
yards of new material and the exporting of approximately 6,000 yards of organics and 
unsuitable materials.  This will require approximately 200 hauling trucks per week over a 
3-week time span, resulting in between 4 to 6 hauling trucks per hour. 
 
During operation, the enhanced ability of the completed project to accommodate athletic 
events could generate a small increase in daily vehicular trips.  However, as previously 
discussed in the response to B. 14 subsection c. above, peak period use of the renovated 
field is not anticipated to increase significantly.  In addition, most of these trips would not 
occur during peak hour periods.  The increase in daily trips will result from having an 
improved facility for the community to use.  Most of the additional trips will be after 
school and on weekends.  Occasionally (only a few times per month during the school 
year), soccer and junior varsity football games may generate an additional 50 to 75 trips 
per day.  However, many of these trips will occur after 6 PM which is typically the end of 
the peak traffic period.  Because of the very limited amount of proposed bleacher seating 
(no more than 150), larger spectator type events will not be held at the completed project. 
 

g.  Describe proposed measures to reduce or control transportation 
impacts, if any. 
 
Construction: the contractor would coordinate with school and District officials to 
establish access routes for trucks entering and leaving the site while school is in session.  
Pedestrian access routes would also be established as necessary.  A construction 
management plan (CMP) would be developed to identify site access measures, truck haul 
routes, construction and hauling schedules and parking plans that minimize impacts to 
school operations and nearby residential streets.  Haul routes would be primarily located 
on designated arterials whenever feasible. 
 
Operation: Mitigation measures that may be implemented to minimize traffic and parking 
impacts on surrounding community include: 
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• Maintain all existing on-site parking areas and ensure that these areas are 

available for use for all scheduled weekday and weekend athletic activities; 
 

• Establish coordination between District, school and Seattle Department of Parks 
and Recreation officials to ensure that multiple large spectator events will not be 
scheduled at the site concurrently, and when possible, stagger start times of adult 
and youth activities to minimize traffic and parking impacts of concurrent 
activities. 

 
15. Public Services 

 
a.  Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for 

example: fire protection, police protection, health care, schools, 
other)? If so, generally explain. 
 
The project is not anticipated to generate any increase in the need for public services. 
 

b.  Describe proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on 
public services. 
 
Because no public services impacts are anticipated, no measures are proposed.  However, 
because the renovated athletic fields will meet all current code safety requirements, a 
slight decrease in field use related accidents and injuries and the resulting need for 
emergency medical services may occur. 
 

16.  Utilities 
 

a.  Underline utilities currently available at the site: 
 
All normal utilities including sanitary sewer, storm sewer, public water, electrical power, 
telecommunications and natural gas are available at the site. 
 

b.  Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility 
providing the service, and the general construction activities on the 
site or in the immediate vicinity which might be needed. 
 
The only utilities that are proposed for the project are public water for athletic field 
irrigation and stormwater collection (Seattle Public Utilities).   
 
The contractor will be required to locate/coordinate all existing utilities prior to 
proceeding with demolition activities.  Any active underground utilities will be protected.  
If active underground utilities are encountered, the appropriate utility purveyor would be 
contacted prior to resuming construction near the utility.  Storm drains would be 
maintained at catch basins. 
 
Refuse from clearing and excavation would be properly recycled or disposed of during 
construction. 
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C.  SIGNATURE 
 

The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I 
understand that the lead agency is relying on them to make its decision. 

 
 
 
Signature:_________________________________ Date Submitted:________________ 
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	Phone: 206.252.0662
	Building, demolition, stormwater control and grading permits – City of Seattle
	Potential measures for reducing the potential for air quality impacts during construction include measures for reducing both equipment/vehicle exhaust emissions and fugitive dust.  The Washington Associated General Contractors brochure Guide to Handling Fugitive Dust from Construction Projects and the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency suggest a number of methods for controlling dust and reducing the potential exposure of people to emissions from diesel equipment.  Examples of the numerous measures that could be implemented to reduce potential impacts at on-site and off-site locations during construction include: use only equipment and trucks that are maintained in optimal operational condition; implement restrictions on construction truck and equipment idling; spray exposed soil with water or other suppressant to reduce emissions of particulate matter 10 microns or less (PM10) and deposition of particulate matter; use gravel on staging areas that would be exposed for more than brief periods; and cover dirt, gravel, and debris piles as needed to reduce dust and wind-blown debris.


