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Levies 2010 Community Meetings 

Agenda
Å Levies overview and long-range levy plan 

Å Operations levy 

Å Levy rates and estimated property taxes 

Å Capital Levy: Buildings, Technology and Academics III 

ïSeek Direction on:

o Draft Project lists for the B, T and A

o Guidance on  BTA Levy Amount - $253 Million and $282 Million

o Discussion on the Natural Resource Conservation Policy and application to 

the BTA III Draft list of projects for Energy Efficiency and Sustainability

Å Next steps, further information and comments

Å Questions and answers
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Excellent education for everystudent

Á Seattle Public Schools is committed to 

ensuring an excellent education for every

student. We have high expectations for 

each of our students, and our teachers are 

dedicated to preparing every student to 

graduate from high school ready for college, 

careers, and life.

Á We have a 5-year plan, called Excellence for 

All, to raise achievement for all students, 

retain and attract great teachers, and increase 

efficiency in Seattle Public Schools.
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Levies: Long-Range Levy Plan

Two types of levies

General Fund:  

Operations levy every 3 years

Capital Program: 

Capital levy every 3 years

o Buildings, Technology and 
Academics (BTA)

o Building Excellence (BEX)
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February 9, 2010 Levies

Å3-year Operations Levy (General Fund)

ïReplaces expiring operating levy approved by 

voters in 2007 

Å6-year Capital Levy:

ïBuildings, Technology & Academics III

ïReplaces expiring BTA II approved by voters 

in 2004 
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Levy Plan 2001 - 2013

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Oper. X X X X X

BTA X X

BEX X X X

Election X X X X X



Levies 2010 

Community Engagement Summary

ÅLevies Information Team has recently conducted 3 
meetings to share information: September 22 at Mercer 
Middle School, September 24 at Madison MS and 
September 28 at Eckstein MS.

ÅSample questions. 
o How are SPS operations costs funded and what is funded? 

o How were the projects on the proposed BTA III lists at the $240 
million and $270 million levels determined? 

o How will the SPS Board of Directors determine the final dollar 
amount and final list of BTA III projects?

ÅA total of twenty three members of the public attended 
the 3 meetings. SPS Staff, interpreters and several 
board members were present at each of the meetings.
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February 9, 2010 

Operations Levy
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Operations Levy: 

Funds nearly 24% of  annual budget

Day-to-day educational programs 

and services not fully funded by 

the state of Washington, such as: 

ÅTeachers and instructional assistants

ÅTextbooks and classroom supplies 

ÅBilingual and special education 

services

ÅBus transportation, security, other 

operations

ÅStudent activities, such as athletics, 

drama, music

Local Levy
24%

Local Non-
Tax
4%

State
61%

Federal
10%

Other
1%

FY 2008 Revenues
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Operations Levy $ Amount 

Limited by State Regulations

The levy amount is calculated based on:

Prior Yearsô State and Federal Revenue

+
Per-Pupil Inflator

x
Authority %

= Maximum levy amount that may be collected
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February 9, 2010: 

Proposed 3-Year Operations Levy

2011 $140.3 M

2012 $147.4 M

2013 $160.4 M

Total $448.1 M



(in Millions) 2011 2012 2013 Total

9/2 ïBoard Work Session 145.1 148.3 169.8 463.2 

9/10 ïFinance Committee 148.7 155.9 177.9 482.5

Change  (1) 3.6 7.6 8.1 19.3

10/7 ïBoard Work session 140.3 147.4 160.4 448.1 

Change (2) (8.4) (8.5) (17.5) (34.4)

Progression of  Operations Levy Amount

(1) Increase due to enrollment assumption increased from 2% to approx 4%.

(2) Decrease due to excluding Levy lid ($25.7); ESHB2261 funding ($6.3); 

and continued federal funding ARRA IDEA ($2.4) from levy amount.

12



Assumptions Included in the Operations Levy

ÅEnrollment growth: 2009-10  3.7%, 2010-11  3.8%, 2011-12  4.5%

ÅLegislative rates for 2009-10 and 2010-11 are used to develop 
2011 and 2012 levy bases 

ÅPension rate catch up based on Office of State Actuary for 
2011-2012

ÅSeattle CPI growth of 1.5% for 2009 and 3.0% for 2010 are used 
to develop 2012 and 2013 Levy Bases

ÅLevy Base rule (ESHB2812) is extended to 2012 and 2013
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Not Included in the Operations Levy

ÅIncrease levy authority percent to 35% (SHB1776)

ÅPhase-in of Basic Ed Foundation Bill (ESHB2261)

ÅPossible continued federal funding (ARRA IDEA) levels
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February 9, 2010: 
Proposed 6-Year Capital Levy (BTA III)

Potential levy levels: 

$253,000,000 

$282,000,000

Pays for hundreds of 

building, technology and 

academic projects all across 

the district
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Costs of  Levies to Taxpayers 

ÅDepends on assessed value of your home 

and the total assessed value of all 

property in the city of Seattle

ÅTaxes will vary as assessed values rise 

and fall  
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Operating BEX BTA

Estimated Annual Total Property Taxes on Median 

Assessed Home Value ($375,700)

$759            $705            $753            $749            $770

Assumptions:

ÅOperating - $448.1 M

ÅBTA III - $253.0 M

Å2011-2013 assessed value    

forecasted by Community 

Attributes

Å2009 and 2010 includes 

BTA II ($178M) six-year levy

Å2009 to 2013 includes 

BEX III ($490M) six-year 

levy

ÅOperating Levy at full 

32.97% capacity and based 

on anticipated levy authority

Å12/31/2010 Median 

Assessed Home value is 

$375,700
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Estimated Annual Total Property Taxes

Based Various Assessed Home Values

Assumption:
Operating - $448.1 M ; BTA III - $253.0 M

Estimated Total Property Taxes
Assessed Home 
Value - 12/31/10 2011 2012 2013

$ 200,000 $    393 $    391 $    402 

$ 300,000 $    589 $    587 $    603 
$ 400,000 $    786 $    782 $    804 
$ 500,000 $    982 $    978 $ 1,005 
$ 600,000 $ 1,179 $ 1,173 $ 1,206 
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Operating - $448.1 M
BTA III - $253.0 M
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Estimated Levy Amount per $1,000 

Assessed Value
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2009 Total Levy Rates

$0.00 $1.00 $2.00 $3.00 $4.00 $5.00
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Seattle

2009 Total Levy Rates Per $1,000 Assessed Value


