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Levies 2010 Community Meetings 

Agenda

ÅWelcome and Introductions 

ÅLevies overview and long-range levy plan 

ÅOperations levy 

ÅLevy rates and estimated property taxes 

ÅCapital Levy: Buildings, Technology and Academics III 

ÅNext steps, further information and comments

ÅQuestions and answers
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Excellent education for everystudent

Á Seattle Public Schools is committed to 

ensuring an excellent education for every

student. We have high expectations for 

each of our students, and our teachers are 

dedicated to preparing every student to 

graduate from high school ready for college, 

careers, and life.

Á We have a 5-year plan, called Excellence for 

All, to raise achievement for all students, 

retain and attract great teachers, and increase 

efficiency in Seattle Public Schools.
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Levies: Long-Range Levy Plan

Two types of levies

General Fund:  

Operations levy every 3 years

Capital Program: 

Capital levy every 3 years

o Buildings, Technology and 
Academics (BTA)

o Building Excellence (BEX)
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February 9, 2010 Levies

Å3-year Operations Levy (General Fund)

ïReplaces expiring operating levy approved by 

voters in 2007 

Å6-year Capital Levy:

ïBuildings, Technology & Academics III

ïReplaces expiring BTA II approved by voters 

in 2004 
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Levy Plan 2001 - 2013

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Oper. X X X X X

BTA X X

BEX X X X

Election X X X X X
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Operations Levy: 

Funds nearly 24% of  annual budget

Day-to-day educational programs 

and services not fully funded by 

the state of Washington, such as: 

ÅTeachers and instructional assistants

ÅTextbooks and classroom supplies 

ÅBilingual and special education 

services

ÅBus transportation, security, other 

operations

ÅStudent activities, such as athletics, 

drama, music

Local Levy
24%

Local Non-
Tax
4%

State
61%

Federal
10%

Other
1%

FY 2008 Revenues
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Operations Levy $ Amount 

Limited by State Regulations

The levy amount is calculated based on:

Prior Yearsô State and Federal Revenue

+
Per-Pupil Inflator

x
Authority %

= Maximum levy amount that may be collected
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February 9, 2010: 

Proposed 3-Year Operations Levy

2011 $140.3 M

2012 $147.4 M

2013 $160.4 M

Total $448.1 M
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February 9, 2010: 
Proposed 6-Year Capital Levy (BTA III)

Potential levy levels: 

$240 Million 

$270 Million

Pays for hundreds of 
building, technology and 
academic projects all 
across the district
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Costs of  Levies to Taxpayers 

ÅDepends on assessed value of your home 

and the total assessed value of all 

property in the city of Seattle

ÅTaxes will vary as assessed values rise 

and fall  
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2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

BTA BEX Operating

EstimatedAnnual Total Property Taxes on 
Median Assessed Home Value

Estimated Annual Total Property Taxes

$759            $705            $746            $743            $764

Assumptions:

ÅOperating - $448.1 M

ÅBTA III - $240.0 M

Å2011-2013 assessed value    

forecasted by Community 

Attributes

Å2009 and 2010 includes 

BTA II ($178M) six-year levy

Å2009 to 2013 includes 

BEX III ($490M) six-year 

levy

ÅOperating Levy at full 

32.97% capacity and based 

on anticipated levy authority

Å12/31/2010 Median 

Assessed Home value is 

$375,700
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Estimate Annual Total Property Taxes 

Based on Assessed Home Values

Estimated Total Property Taxes

Assessed Home 
Value - 12/31/10 2011 2012 2013

$ 200,000 $    390 $    388 $    399 

$ 300,000 $    585 $    582 $    598 

$ 400,000 $    779 $    776 $    798 

$ 500,000 $    974 $    970 $    997 

$ 600,000 $ 1,169 $ 1,164 $ 1,196 
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Estimated Levy Amount

$0.00

$0.50

$1.00

$1.50

$2.00

$2.50

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

BTA BEX Operating
Operating - $448.1 M
BTA III - $240 M

Estimated Levy per $1000
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2009 Total Levy Rates

$0.00 $1.00 $2.00 $3.00 $4.00 $5.00

Shoreline

Federal Way

Kent

Highline

Issaquah

Renton

Lake �Y

Bellevue

Mercer Island

Seattle

2009 Total Levy Rates Per $1,000 Assessed Value


