
 

Environmental Checklist 
 
 
 
 

Ingraham High School Renovation,  
Demolition and New Construction Project 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared for: 
 

Seattle Public Schools 
 
 
 

Prepared by: 
 

URS Corporation 
1501 4th Avenue, Suite 1400 

Seattle, Washington 98101-1616 
 
 

Permit #: 6145803 
 
 

January 31, 2008



 

Preface 
 

The purpose of this Environmental Checklist is to identify and evaluate environmental 
impacts that could result from the Proposed Action and to identify measures to mitigate 
those impacts, if warranted.  The Proposed Action is to renovate, demolish, and construct 
portions of Ingraham High School. 
 
The State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), chapter 43.21C RCW, requires all 
governmental agencies to consider the environmental impacts of a proposal before 
making decisions.  An environmental impact statement (EIS) must be prepared for all 
proposals with probable significant adverse impacts on the quality of the environment.  
This Environmental Checklist has been prepared in compliance with SEPA and the 
SEPA Rules, effective April 4, 1984, as amended (Chapter 197-11, Washington 
Administrative Code). 
 
This document provides SEPA analysis associated with site preparation work, 
grading/excavation, building construction, and operation of the Ingraham High School 
Renovation, Demolition and New Construction Project.  The site of the Proposed Action 
is located in the City of Seattle, Washington at 1819 N 135th Street.  The project site 
contains an area of 1,223,743 square feet, or approximately 28.17 acres.  The proposed 
development would include demolition of seven portables and one modular building 
(totaling approximately 7,800 square feet) and construction of approximately 14,500 
square feet of classrooms and administration space on the west end of the existing 
classrooms, a 2,500 square foot entry way/entry canopy at the front door, and additional 
parking just south of the tennis courts.  Probable, significant environmental impacts 
associated with project-related activities are disclosed in this document.  Analysis 
contained in this Environmental Checklist is based on preliminary plans for the Project 
(dated 11/30/2007) which are on file with the Department of Planning and Development 
(DPD) in MUP file 3007650.  While not construction-level detail, the schematic plans 
accurately represent the eventual size, location, and configuration of the structure and 
are considered adequate for analysis and disclosure of environmental impacts. 
 
This Environmental Checklist is organized into three major sections.  Section A provides 
background information concerning the Proposed Action (project purpose, proponent 
name and contact person, project description, project location, etc.).  Section B contains 
the analysis of environmental impacts that could result from implementation of the 
proposed project based on a review of the major environmental parameters.  Section B 
also identifies proposed mitigation measures that have been included in the schematic 
design drawings.  Section C contains the signatures of the proponent confirming the 
completeness of this Environmental Checklist. 
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A. BACKGROUND 
 

1. Name of proposed project: 
 

Ingraham High School Renovation, Demolition and New Construction Project 
 

2. Name of applicant: 
 

Seattle School District No. 1 
 

3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:   
 

Don Gillmore, Program Manager 
  
 Location:     Mailing Address: 

Seattle Public Schools   Seattle Public Schools, MS 32-151 
2445 Third Avenue South   P.O. Box 34165 
Seattle, WA 98134    Seattle, WA 98124-1165 

    
 Telephone:  
 206-252-0110   
 

4. Date Environmental Checklist prepared: 
 

January 31, 2008 
 

5. Agency requesting Checklist and Contact Person:  
 
 Agency:   Seattle Public Schools   

Contact Person:  Ronald J. English, SEPA Official      
   Seattle School District    
   2445 Third Avenue South    
   Seattle, WA 98134     

 Telephone:   206-252-0110 

6. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable): 
 

Street improvements would begin in the Spring/Summer 2008.  Building 
construction is expected to begin in the Spring/Summer of 2009 and last one year 
or less (the canopy section would be done by Fall 2009).  
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7. Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity 
related to or connected with this proposal?  If yes, explain. 
 
Additional phases would be considered in the future Building Excellence Phase IV 
Capital Improvement Program after 2014.  A separate environmental review would 
be performed on any additional phases. 

8. List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, 
or will be prepared, directly related to this proposal. 

 
Other environmental documents for Ingraham High School include: 

• Final Environmental Impact Statement, Facilities Master Plan, 1992-2010, 
May 1992 

• Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement, Building Excellence 
Phase II Capital Improvement Program, July 2000 

• Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement, Building Excellence 
Phase II Capital Improvement Program, September 2000 

• SEPA Addendum to the Final SEIS for Building Excellence Phase II, 
Building Excellence Phase III Capital Improvement Program, August 2006 

• Ingraham High School Field Lighting Proposal SEPA Checklist, September 
2004 

• HWA GeoSciences, Inc. Geotechnical Report, November 2007  
• Ingraham High School Parking and Traffic Analysis, January 2008 

9. Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals 
of other proposals directly affecting the property covered by your proposal?  
If yes, explain. 

 
There are no other applications pending directly affecting this property. 

10. List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your 
proposal, if known. 

 
Preliminary investigation indicates that the following permits and/or approvals 
could be required for the Proposed Action.  Additional permits and approvals may 
be identified during the review process.  Permits likely to be required from the City 
of Seattle Department of Planning and Development include: 

• Master Use Permit (MUP) 

• Building Permit 

• Grading 

• Stormwater Control 

• Land Use/Zoning 
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• Demolition Permit 

• Environmental Review (SEPA) 

• Electrical Permit 

• Mechanical Permit 

• Large Parcel Drainage Control Plan 

• Construction Best Management Practices (BMP), Erosion and Sediment 
Control Plan 

11. Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed 
uses and the size of the project and site.  

The site of the proposed Ingraham High School Renovation, Demolition and New 
Construction Project is located in the City of Seattle, Washington.  The project site 
contains an area of 1,223,743 square feet, or approximately 28.17 acres. 

The proposed development would include demolition of seven portables and one 
modular building (totaling approximately 7,800 square feet) and construction of 
approximately 14,500 square feet of classrooms and administration space on the 
west end of the existing classrooms; a 2,500 square foot entry way/entry canopy at 
the front door; and additional parking just south of the tennis courts. 

The maximum height of the building would not exceed 30 feet in height and is 
expected to be similar to the existing building height. 

12. Location of the proposal.  Give sufficient information for a person to 
understand the precise location of your proposed project, including a street 
address, if any, and section, township, and range, if known.  If a proposal 
would occur over a range of area, provide the range or boundaries of the 
site(s).  Provide a legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and topographic 
map, if reasonably available.  While you should submit any plans required by 
the agency, you are not required to duplicate maps or detailed plans 
submitted with any permit applications related to this checklist. 
 
The Ingraham High School Renovation, Demolition and New Construction Project 
would be located at 1819 N 135th Street, Seattle, Washington, 98133.  The site is 
bounded by Ashworth Avenue N on the west, N 135th Street on the north, N 130th 
Street on the south, and Meridian Avenue N on the east.  The legal description for 
the property is as follows: 
 
Section 19, Township 26 N Range 4 E (Source: King County Assessor’s Data) 
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B. ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS 

1. Earth 
 
a. General description of the site (circle one):  Flat, rolling, hilly, steep slopes, 

mountainous, other: slight rise. 
  

The site is relatively flat.   
 

b. What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)? 
 

The Seattle Municipal Code defines Geologically Hazardous Steep Slope Areas as 
those sloped with an incline of 40% or more within a vertical elevation change of at 
least 10 feet (SMC 25.09.020A.3.b.5).  The site does not have any slopes which 
meet steep slope criteria.  The site is gently sloping (approximately 5% or less), 
with some steeper slopes on the extreme southern edge of the site area.   
 

c. What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, 
gravel, peat, muck)?  If you know the classification of agricultural soils, 
specify them and note any prime farmland. 

 
 HWA  GeoSciences, Inc. (HWA) completed a geotechnical engineering study in 

order to evaluate the soil and groundwater conditions at the project site and to 
provide recommendations for geotechnical aspects of the Proposed Action.  This 
work included collecting and reviewing readily available geotechnical and 
geological information, conducting 12 exploratory borings on site, performing 
relevant laboratory tests on selected samples, performing engineering analyses to 
develop foundation design recommendations, and preparing a critical areas 
review.  A more detailed description of the procedures and results can be found in 
Appendix B.  The following is a summary of soil types found on the site:  

 
 Fill – Fill, consisting of loose to medium dense silty sand, was identified at almost 

all locations, and ranged from one to six feet thick.   
 
 Weathered Till – Immediately below fill at one location, weathered till was 

identified.  It consists of silty sand with gravel and a trace of cobbles.  This layer 
was approximately 2.5 feet thick. 

 
 Vashon Till (Glacial Till) – Very dense silty gravel with sand was encountered in 

each of the borings beneath the fill (or weathered till in one location), and extended 
to the full depths explored.  The gravel varied from fine to coarse, with scattered 
cobbles present.  Locally, this soil is referred to as hardpan and impedes 
groundwater movement.   
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 d. Are there surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate 
vicinity?  If so, describe. 

 
There are no surface indications or history of unstable soils in the immediate 
vicinity.   
 

 e. Describe the purpose, type, and approximate quantities of any filling or 
grading proposed. Indicate source of fill. 

 
  Approximately 15,000 cubic feet of soil would be cleared to a depth of two feet 

below ground level.  Construction areas would be filled with structural fill consisting 
of clean, freely-draining, well-graded sand and gravel.    

   
 f. Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use?  If so, 

generally describe. 
 
The soil found on site poses a slight erosion hazard.  The highest potential for 
erosion could occur during clearing and construction.  Construction activities 
require the removal of selected vegetation and soils, however appropriate 
measures would be utilized to minimize or eliminate erosion.   

 
 g. About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after 

project construction (for example, asphalt or buildings)? 
 
Currently, there is approximately 72% impervious surface area (a total of 877,260 
square feet).  There would be an increase to approximately 76% impervious 
surface area as a result of project construction (this includes the existing playing 
fields that have partial pervious area but are drained).  The projected impervious 
surface after construction would be a total of 923,680 square feet, a total increase 
of approximately 46,420 square feet. 
 

 h. Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the 
earth, if any: 
 

  Measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the earth, would be 
implemented during the construction process in accordance with the Puget Sound 
Water Quality Management Plan, Stormwater and Combined Sewer Overflows 
Program (2000).  Measures could include: 

 
• Protecting cut slopes during the excavation and construction period, and any 

soil stockpiled on site, by placing plastic sheeting on exposed cut slopes; 
• Limiting the maximum duration of the open excavation to the shortest time 

possible; 
• Ensuring that all erosion and sediment control facilities conform to the City’s 

Best Management Practices Manual; 
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• Stabilizing disturbed soils that are exposed to surface water runoff with straw or 
hydro-seeding; 

• Inspecting catch basin in the street on a daily basis; and  
• Obtaining DPD approval and implementing in-place temporary construction 

erosion and sediment control measures prior to any site demolition and grading 
activities. 

2. Air 
 
a. What types of emissions to the air would result from the proposal (i.e., dust, 

automobile, odors, industrial wood smoke) during construction and when 
the project is completed?  If any, generally describe and give approximate 
quantities if known. 

 
 The Proposed Action would result in no increase in air quality emissions during the 

construction period from construction traffic, fuel-powered equipment, and soil 
disturbance activities.     

 
 Air quality in Seattle is regulated by three agencies:  The United States 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Washington State Department of 
Ecology (Ecology), and the Puget Sound Clean Air Agency (PSCAA).  EPA sets 
national standards and has oversight authority for Ecology and PSCAA.  Ecology 
has responsibility for mobile sources such as vehicles.  PSCAA has local 
responsibility for regulation and permitting of stationary sources (such as 
emissions from power plants) and construction emissions.  The project would 
conform to the applicable rules of these agencies. 

 
b.   Are there any off-site sources of emissions or odor that may affect your 

proposal?  If so, generally describe. 
 
 No off-site sources of emissions or odor would affect this proposal.  
 
c. Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if 

any: 
 

Measures that would be implemented to reduce or control emissions during 
construction include the following: 
 
• Site-specific development would comply with PSCAA’s regulations concerning 

construction activity. 
• During excavation and construction, debris and exposed areas would be 

sprinkled as necessary to control dust. 
• Truck wheels and undercarriages would be brushed/washed before exiting 

project site. 
• Truck loads and routes would be monitored to minimize dust-related impacts. 
• Well-maintained construction equipment would be used to reduce emissions. 
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• Prolonged periods of vehicle idling would be avoided. 
• Trucking construction materials to and from the project site would be scheduled 

and coordinated to minimize congestion during peak travel times on adjacent 
streets. 

3. Water 
 
a. Surface: 
 

1) Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the 
site (including year-round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, 
ponds, wetlands)?  If yes, describe type and provide names.  If 
appropriate, state what stream or river it flows into. 

 
 A drainage ditch flows south along the western boundary of the site and 

drains to Haller Lake, which is located one quarter of a mile to the south of 
the site. 

 
2) Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 

feet) the described waters?  If yes, please describe and attach 
available plans.  

 
No. 
 

3)   Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed 
in or removed from surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of 
the site that would be affected. Indicate the source of fill material. 

 
No material would be placed in or removed from surface water. 

 
4)   Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions?  

Give general description, purpose, and approximate quantities if 
known. 

 
The project would not require surface water withdrawals or diversions. 

   
5)   Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain?  If so, note location 

on the site plan. 
 
According to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood 
Insurance Maps, this site does not lie within a 100-year floodplain.     

6) Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to 
surface waters?  If so, describe the type of waste and anticipated 
volume of discharge. 

No discharges of waste material to surface waters are proposed. 
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b.  Ground: 
 

1)   Will ground water be withdrawn, or will water be discharged to ground 
water?  Give general description, purpose, and approximate quantities 
if known. 

 
 Withdrawal of groundwater is not anticipated with this project. 

 
2)   Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from 

septic tanks or other sources, if any (for example:  Domestic sewage; 
industrial, containing the following chemicals; agricultural; etc.).  
Describe the general size of the system, the number of such systems, 
the number of houses to be served (if applicable), or the number of 
animals or humans the system(s) are expected to serve. 

 
 No waste material would be discharged into the ground. 

 
c.   Water runoff (including stormwater): 
 

1) Describe the source of runoff (including storm water) and method of 
collection and disposal, if any (include quantities, if known).  Where 
will this water flow?  Will this water flow into other waters?  If so, 
describe. 

 
The source of water runoff is stormwater and runoff from the parking areas, 
grass areas, and buildings.  Currently there is a drainage ditch running 
south along Ashworth Avenue N, the western edge of the site.  This ditch 
flows to Haller Lake, located south of the project site.  Improvements to the 
current drainage system include a new curb/gutter along Ashworth Avenue 
N (replacing the existing ditch); as well as a new curb and gutter along N 
135th Street.  There are proposed plans to add rain gardens on site for both 
water quality treatment and detention.     

 
2)   Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters?  If so, 

generally describe. 
 

Waste materials currently could potentially enter surface water through the 
drainage ditch; however the improvements to the drainage system 
(including the construction of additional curbs and gutters) would reduce the 
potential for waste materials to enter surface water.  There would also be an 
addition of water quality treatment and detention systems.   
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d.   Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, and runoff water 
impacts, if any: 

 
 Proposed mitigation measures would include the following: 
 

• The project owner and contractor would comply with applicable requirements 
for surface water runoff control and water quality, including the Seattle Control 
Ordinance. 

• The Proposed Action would require City approval of a Comprehensive 
Drainage Control Plan.  Specific measures may include oil/water separators, 
retention/detention storage, and cat-basins with clean-outs. 

• The Proposed Action would also require City approval of a Large Parcel 
Drainage Control Plan with Construction Best Management Practices (BMP), 
Erosion and Sediment Control Plan.  

• Detailed information concerning BMP provisions would be provided in the MUP 
plans. 

• Any new impervious areas that are greater than 2,000 square feet would have 
stormwater detention systems; and any new impervious areas greater than 
5,000 square feet would have water quality treatment systems. 

4. Plants 
 
a.   Check or circle types of vegetation found on the site: 

  X  deciduous tree:  alder, maple, aspen, other:  elm 
  X_  evergreen tree:  fir, cedar, pine, other:   
  X_ shrubs 
  X_ grass 
  pasture 
  crop or grain 
   wet soil plants:  cattail, buttercup, bullrush, skunk cabbage, other 
  water plants:  water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other 
   other types of vegetation:  

 
b.   What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered? 
  

Approximately 62 existing trees out of a stand of 130 trees would be removed for 
construction of the classroom addition on the western side of the school (48% 
removed). The trees proposed to be removed are Douglas Fir and Western Red 
Cedar.  Most of the trees in this stand are about the same age and range in size 
from 12” to 24” in diameter.  An additional 22 trees are proposed to be removed 
due to disease (approximately 17% removed).  These trees have been deemed 
hazardous by an arborist.   
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New trees and native understory plantings would be added to the areas where 
trees have been removed.  Approximately 26 new street trees and 15 new conifer 
trees would be planted in the northwest area of the campus.  An additional 46 
street trees would be planted on surrounding streets. Approximately 70 new 
deciduous and evergreen trees would be planted on the school campus.  The 
wooded area at the eastern side of the campus adjacent to the community pool 
would be preserved. 

 
c. List threatened or endangered species known to be on or near the site. 
 

No threatened or endangered plant species or critical habitats are known to be on 
or near the site. 

 
d. Proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve 

or enhance vegetation on the site, if any: 
 

Any vegetation removed would be replaced with appropriate species.  Additional 
street trees would be planted along N 135th Street and along Ashworth Avenue N.  
Vegetation within the courtyards may also be enhanced.   

5. Animals 
 
a.   Circle any birds and animals which have been observed on or near the site 

or are known to be on or near the site: 
 

   X birds:  hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other:   
      X__ mammals:  deer, bear, elk, beaver, other:  squirrels 
    fish:  bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other: 
      

b.   List any threatened or endangered species known to be on or near the site. 
 

According to the Priority Habitat and Species map for this area, prepared by the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW, April 2000), there are no 
priority species or critical habitat on-site. 

 
c.   Is the site part of a migration route?  If so, explain. 
 

The site may also lie within a migration corridor for seasonal and local migrations 
of resident and non-resident waterfowl using the habitats at the nearby Haller 
Lake. 

 
d.   Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any: 
 

The Proposed Action is not expected to result in any impacts to wildlife or wildlife 
habitat.  It is unlikely that the Proposed Action would present problems for 
migrating birds, since the average migration elevation is 1,000 to 2,000 feet. 
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6. Energy and Natural Resources 

a.   What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be 
used to meet the completed project's energy needs?  Describe whether it 
will be used for heating, manufacturing, etc. 

During construction, gasoline- and diesel-powered equipment would be used.  The 
school would continue using the current system of heating and power, which is 
primarily gas and electric.  The school improvements would also include some 
heating and cooling (HVAC) upgrades and become more efficient. 

 
b.   Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent 

properties? If so, generally describe. 
 

The proposal would not affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent 
properties. 

 
c.   What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this 

proposal?  List other proposed measures to reduce or control energy 
impacts, if any: 

 
 The energy assessment to be provided as part of the building permit application 

would include proposed energy conservation features. 

7. Environmental Health 
 
a.   Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic 

chemicals, risk of fire and explosion, spill, or hazardous waste, that could 
occur as a result of this proposal? If so, describe. 

 
No environmental health hazards could occur as a result of this proposal.  All 
material removed from the site would be disposed of off-site in a lawful landfill and 
in accordance with City of Seattle regulations. 

 
 1)   Describe special emergency services that might be required. 
 

No special emergency services are anticipated to be required. 
 

2)   Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health 
hazards, if any: 

 
 Any underground storage tanks encountered would be dealt with according 

to Ecology standards for tank removal and closure. 
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b.   Noise 
 

1)   What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project 
(for example: traffic, equipment, operation, other)? 

 
There are no existing sources of noise that would affect the project.  
Existing sources of noise within and near Ingraham High School mainly 
include passenger vehicle traffic, school bus traffic, and voices from nearby 
outdoor facilities.   

 
2)   What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with 

the project on a short-term or a long-term basis (for example:  traffic, 
construction, operation, other)? Indicate what hours noise would 
come from the site. 
  
Short-term noise impacts could result from the operation of contractor’s 
vehicles and tools during daylight hours.  The City of Seattle has 
established noise parameters for construction and equipment operations.  
Between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. on weekdays, construction 
and equipment operations may exceed the standard permissible sound 
levels by 15-25 dB (SMC 25.08.425).    
 
No significant long-term noise impacts are expected to result from this 
project.   

 
 3)   Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any: 
 

The following measures could be implemented to reduce construction 
noise: 

 
• All engines and engine-driven equipment used for hauling and 

construction would be equipped with a properly-sized and maintained 
muffler to prevent excessive or unusual noise. 

• All construction activity would be limited to daytime hours during 
weekdays. 

• Construction equipment would be turned off during prolonged periods of 
non-use. 

• Stationary equipment would be located away from site boundaries. 
• All construction activity would be restricted to hours and decibel levels 

designated by the Seattle Noise Control Ordinance.  
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8. Land and Shoreline Use 

a.   What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? 
 

The site is currently in use as a high school.  Adjacent properties include the 
Helene Madison pool, to the east of the school; the site is surrounding by single-
family homes.  

 
b.   Has the site been used for agriculture?  If so, describe. 
 

This site has not been used for agriculture. 
 
c.   Describe any structures on the site. 
 

The site currently includes the high school building, seven portables, one modular 
building, a gym and an auditorium connected to the school by corridors, a 
basketball court, lighted tennis courts, several parking areas, and a synthetic 
football/soccer/track field and stadium. 

 
d.   Will any structures be demolished?  If so, what? 
 

The seven portables and one modular building would be removed from the site.  
 
e.   What is the current zoning classification of the site? 
 

The site is currently zoned Single Family (SF) 7,200 with a 30-foot height limit.   
  

f.   What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site? 
 

The current comprehensive plan designation of the site is Single- 
Family Residential.  Immediately south of the site, across N 130th Street, the 
comprehensive plan designation is Commercial. Properties to the east and west 
are designated Single-Family Residential. The Helene Madison Pool to the north 
is designated as Public Open Space. The project site is also within the area 
included in the Bitter Lake/Haller Lake Park Neighborhood Plan. 

 
g.   If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of 

the site? 
  

The site is not regulated under the Shoreline Master Program. 
 
h.   Has any part of the site been classified as an "environmentally sensitive" 

area?  If so, specify. 
 

A small portion in the southwest corner of the site has steep slopes that were 
formed during construction of the existing school grounds. This area has been 
designated as an environmentally critical area. 

Ingraham High School 15 Environmental Checklist  
 



i.   Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed 
project? 

 
 There are approximately 1,400 students and 105 workers.   
 
j.   Approximately how many people would the completed project displace? 
 

This project would not displace any people. 
 
k.   Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any: 
 

Not applicable. 
 
l.   Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and 

projected land uses and plans, if any: 
 

The Proposed Action does not involve a change in the current land use 
designation. 

9. Housing 
 
a.   Approximately how many units would be provided, if any?  Indicate whether 

high, middle, or low-income housing. 
 
 No housing units would be provided. 
 
b.   Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate 

whether high, middle, or low-income housing. 
 
 No housing units would be eliminated from the site. 
 
c.   Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any: 
 

Housing impacts would not occur as a result of the project, therefore mitigation 
measures are not proposed. 

10. Aesthetics 
 
a.   What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including 

antennas; what is the principal exterior building material(s) proposed? 
 
 The height of the Proposed Action would be less than 30 feet.  The principal 

exterior building materials would remain consistent with current materials (primarily 
concrete and glass). 
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b.   What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed? 
 

No views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed. 
 
c.   Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any: 
 

Minor building façade improvements and landscaping would improve the site 
aesthetics. 

11. Light and Glare 
 
a.   What type of light or glare will the proposal produce?  What time of day 

would it mainly occur? 
 

The Proposed Action would include new indoor lighting within the high school 
building that would be used during regular school hours.  Additional light poles may 
be added to the street improvements.      
      

b.   Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere 
with views? 

 
No, as all lighting would comply with the Seattle Land Use Code (SMC 23.45.100), 
which requires that lights be shielded or directed away from residential lots or 
principal structures on residential lots, and also restricts the height of poles for 
lights to a maximum of 30 feet.   

 
c.   What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal? 
 

No off-site sources of light or glare would affect this proposal.  
 
d.   Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any: 
 

Outdoor lighting would focus light downward to minimize spillover and glare.   

12. Recreation 
 
a.   What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the 

immediate vicinity? 
 
 Helene Madison pool, a Seattle Parks Department facility, is located immediately 

east of the site.  There is also lighted athletic fields and tennis courts (the Seattle 
School District Northwest Athletic Complex).  
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b.   Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses?  If so, 
describe. 

  
 No, this project would not displace any existing recreational uses. 
 
c.   Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including 

recreation opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any: 
 

No mitigation measures are necessary for this project. 
 

13. Historic and Cultural Preservation 
 

a.   Are there any places or objects listed on, or proposed for, national, state, or 
local preservation registers known to be on or next to the site?  If so, 
generally describe. 
 
No, Ingraham High School does not meet landmark or historic criteria (Building 
Excellence Phase II Supplemental Draft EIS, July 2000). 

b.   Generally describe any landmarks or evidence of historic, archaeological, 
scientific, or cultural importance known to be on or next to the site. 

 None. 
 
c.   Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts, if any: 
 
 Not applicable. 

13. Transportation 
 
a.   Identify public streets and highways serving the site, and describe proposed 

access to the existing street system.  Show on site plans, if any. 
  
 Public streets that serve this site include Ashworth Avenue N to the west of the 

site, N 135th Street to the north of the site, Meridian Avenue N to the east of the 
site, and N 130th Street to the south of the site.  Highway 99 is located 
approximately 0.4 miles west of the site, and Interstate 5 is located approximately 
0.6 miles east of the site.  There is a pedestrian sidewalk at N 130th Street and 
Ashworth Avenue N. 

 
b.   Is the site currently served by public transit?  If not, what is the approximate 

distance to the nearest transit stop? 
 

The site is served by public transit.  Metro bus #345 serves the site along N 130th 
Street, and Metro buses #316 and #346 serve the site along Meridian Avenue N. 
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c.   How many parking spaces would the completed project have?  How many 
would the project eliminate? 

 
The completed project would have 160 on-campus parking spaces; a net increase 
of 43 on-campus parking spaces.  The project would also add 26 new spaces 
along the school’s frontage on Ashworth Avenue N and 44 new parking spaces 
along the school’s frontage on N 135th Street, for a total of 70 new spaces.  
However, the District currently uses 82 spaces on adjacent City of Seattle Parks 
Department property for student parking, and this parking will no longer be 
available.  Thus the total parking on site and immediately next to the site on the 
same side of the street would increase to 230 total spaces.  School day parking 
demand is 184 spaces.  It is possible that the student enrollment may increase by 
200 students (to 1,400 students), with an estimated increase of 56 parking spaces, 
to a total of 230 spaces.  The net effect of combining both the site changes due to 
the Proposed Action (removal and addition of parking spaces in different areas of 
the campus) and a student population increase would be a net change in demand 
of 10 parking spaces greater than the on-site parking supply.  These additional 10 
cars would likely park on neighborhood streets within walking distance of the 
school.    

 
d.   Will the proposal require any new roads or streets, or improvements to 

existing roads or streets, not including driveways?  If so, generally describe 
(indicate whether public or private). 

 
This proposal would not require any new roads or streets.  This proposal would 
require street improvements along Ashworth Avenue N and N 135th Street in the 
form of improving/adding sidewalks, curbs, and gutters.  These street 
improvements would not negatively affect current available on-street parking and is 
anticipated to increase available on-street parking.      

 
e.   Will the project use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air 

transportation?  If so, generally describe. 
 

No, this project would not use water, rail or air transportation. 
 
f.   How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed 

project? If known, indicate when peak volumes would occur. 
 

Approximately 56 new afternoon peak hour trips would be generated, bringing 
the approximate total peak hour trips to 164. Peak volumes would occur between 
2:00 and 3:00 p.m.  Currently the driveways into campus are relatively evenly 
used.  Level of service, or LOS, is defined in Appendix C, page 5 as “a measure 
of the quality of traffic operations at an intersection.”  The projected LOS at the 
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four intersections would be as follows: the intersection of West 
Driveway/Ashworth Avenue N would change from a LOS A to a LOS B.  The 
intersection of N 135th Street/Burke Avenue N (north driveway) would remain at 
LOS A.  The intersection of N 135th Street/Meridian Avenue N would remain at 
LOS B.  The East Driveway/Meridian Avenue N intersection is assumed to be 
gated during school hours and would no longer serve school trips. The existing 
trips at this location were reassigned to the North and West driveways. 
 

g.   Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any: 
 

Street improvements are planned along Ashworth Avenue N and N 135th Street 
in the form of sidewalks, curbs, and gutters.  An additional 70 off-site parking 
spaces would be created along Ashworth Avenue N and along N 135th Street.    

14. Public Services 
 
a.   Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for 

example: fire protection, police protection, health care, schools, other)?  If 
so, generally describe. 

 
This project would not result in an increased need for public services. 

 
b.   Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services, if 

any. 
 

Not applicable. 

15. Utilities 
 
a.   Circle utilities currently available at the site:  electricity, natural gas, water, 

refuse service, telephone, sanitary sewer, septic system, other. 
 
b.  Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing 

the service, and the general construction activities on the site or in the 
immediate vicinity which might be needed. 

 
Additional utilities proposed for the project include modification from a ditch to 
curbs/gutters along Ashworth Avenue N.  Existing utilities would continue to be 
used for the completed project.  Construction equipment would use diesel fuel. 

 



C. SIGNATURE 
 
The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I 
understand that the lead agency is relying on them to make its decision. 
 
Proposer: 
 
Signature:         
  Don Gillmore 
 
Date:   ___________________ 
 

Ingraham High School 21 Environmental Checklist  
 



Appendix A 
 

Figures 
 
 

Figure 1 – Site Location 
Figure 2 – Site Plan 
Figure 3 – Proposed Classroom Addition 
Figure 4 – Enlarged Parking Layout 

   




	A. BACKGROUND
	1. Name of proposed project:
	2. Name of applicant:
	3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:  
	4. Date Environmental Checklist prepared:
	5. Agency requesting Checklist and Contact Person: 
	6. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable):
	7. Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or connected with this proposal?  If yes, explain.
	8. List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be prepared, directly related to this proposal.
	9. Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other proposals directly affecting the property covered by your proposal?  If yes, explain.
	11. Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the size of the project and site. 
	12. Location of the proposal.  Give sufficient information for a person to understand the precise location of your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section, township, and range, if known.  If a proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the range or boundaries of the site(s).  Provide a legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and topographic map, if reasonably available.  While you should submit any plans required by the agency, you are not required to duplicate maps or detailed plans submitted with any permit applications related to this checklist.

	B. ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS
	1. Earth

	C. SIGNATURE

